LOCKED & LOADED

5-Day Devotional: Encountering the Holy Spirit

Day 1: The Spirit Who Stays
Reading: John 14:15-17; Acts 2:1-4
Devotional

Under the Old Covenant, the Holy Spirit came upon individuals for specific
purposes and then departed. But everything changed after Jesus' resurrection. The
Spirit no longer visits—He abides. He takes up permanent residence within every
believer. This is the revolutionary truth of Pentecost: God doesn't just visit you in
moments of crisis; He lives within you constantly. The same power that raised
Christ from the dead dwells in you. Today, you don't need to beg God to come
near. He's already there, closer than your breath. Stop seeking a distant God and
recognize the indwelling presence already within you. The Spirit hasn't left. He
won't leave. He abides.

Reflection

When have you treated the Holy Spirit as a visitor rather than a permanent
resident? How would your daily life change if you truly believed God lives within
you?

Day 2: Beyond Human Understanding
Reading: 1 Corinthians 2:9-14; Isaiah 55:8-9
Devotional

The natural mind cannot comprehend the things of the Spirit—they must be
spiritually discerned. When the crowd witnessed Pentecost, they were perplexed
because what they saw exceeded their understanding. God has a way of bringing us
to the edge of our comprehension, not to confuse us, but to remind us He 1s bigger
than our logic. Noah couldn't explain the ark. Moses couldn't explain the burning
bush. Mary couldn't explain the virgin birth. Some things in God must be
experienced before they can be understood. Finite minds will never completely
grasp an infinite God. Stop trying to fit God into categories you can control. Let
Him stretch your understanding beyond the limits of your comfort.



Reflection
What aspects of God's work have you dismissed because you couldn't explain
them? Are you willing to experience God beyond your understanding?

Day 3: When Heaven Touches Earth
Reading: Acts 2:12-21; Joel 2:28-32
Devotional

Whenever heaven touches earth, there will be reactions that cannot be fully
explained by human reasoning. At Pentecost, some were amazed, some perplexed,
and some mocked—but no one remained neutral. A genuine encounter with God
changes people visibly. Isaiah cried out in conviction. Daniel lost his strength. John
fell as dead. When finite humanity encounters an infinite God, something happens.
The response may look different from person to person, but genuine encounters
always produce genuine reactions. You cannot meet the living God and walk away
unchanged. The Holy Spirit doesn't just produce a moment; He produces a
movement in the heart. Don't expect tidy, predictable encounters with the
Almighty.

Reflection
How have you responded when you've witnessed God moving in ways that made
you uncomfortable? Have you leaned in or pulled back?

Day 4: Critics and Counterfeit Explanations
Reading: Acts 2:13-41; Ephesians 5:15-20
Devotional

When people cannot explain something spiritually, they attempt to explain it
naturally. The mockers called the disciples drunk, but Peter corrected them: "These
are not drunk as you suppose—this is prophecy fulfilled." Criticism is often born
from misunderstanding. When the Spirit moves, some will call it emotionalism,
manipulation, or excess. But Scripture never teaches that spiritual gifts ceased with
the apostles. Paul connected the operation of gifts directly to Christ's return—we
haven't arrived yet, so the Spirit is still empowering His church. Be discerning,



yes—test everything by Scripture. But don't confuse discernment with disbelief.
Criticism has never stopped God from moving. The mockers laughed at Pentecost,
but before the day ended, three thousand souls entered the Kingdom.

Reflection
Have you been critical of expressions of worship or spiritual gifts you didn't
understand? What might God be inviting you to reconsider?

Day 5: What Will You Do?
Reading: Acts 2:37-42; Romans 8:26-27
Devotional

The Holy Spirit never moves without demanding a response. After the amazement,
confusion, and criticism came the question that mattered most: "What shall we
do?" Three thousand people were cut to the heart, repented, and were baptized. The
miracle got their attention, but the message transformed their lives. The ultimate
purpose of the Holy Spirit isn't to make people strange but to make dead people
alive—not to produce confusion but conviction, not to draw attention to
manifestations but to draw people to Jesus. Today, the same Spirit that filled the
upper room is present right now. The question every person in Acts 2 answered is
yours to answer today: What will you do with the move of God? Will you observe
from a distance or open your heart and say, "Holy Spirit, have Your way in me"?

Reflection
What is the Holy Spirit asking you to do today? Is there an area of surrender,
obedience, or response He's waiting for you to embrace?



