


RECAP
❖ Culture isn’t BAD, but the choices it 

presents us our our own to make
❖ Context matters
❖ How we impact the culture for Christ 

must to be at the front of our culture



What is culture?
[cul· ture] 

: the characteristic features of everyday existence (such as 
diversions or a way of life) shared by people in a place or time

: the set of shared attitudes, values, goals, and practices 
that characterizes an institution or organization



God in our culture = Christ in your lifestyle



-1-
Who you surround yourself with 

reflects how you view yourself

“Birds of the same feather flock together” - English Proverb



It takes a grinding wheel to 
sharpen a blade,

    and so one person sharpens 
the character of another.

Proverbs 27:17



Discernment in relationships requires a firm 
understanding of oneself



8 But Daniel was determined not to defile himself by eating the food 

and wine given to them by the king. He asked the chief of staff for 

permission not to eat these unacceptable foods. 9 Now God had given 

the chief of staff both respect and affection for Daniel. 10 But he 

responded, “I am afraid of my lord the king, who has ordered that you 

eat this food and wine. If you become pale and thin compared to the 

other youths your age, I am afraid the king will have me beheaded.”

Daniel 1:8-17



11 Daniel spoke with the attendant who had been appointed by 

the chief of staff to look after Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and 

Azariah. 12 “Please test us for ten days on a diet of vegetables and 

water,” Daniel said. 13 “At the end of the ten days, see how we look 

compared to the other young men who are eating the king’s food. 

Then make your decision in light of what you see.” 14 The 

attendant agreed to Daniel’s suggestion and tested them for ten 

days.



15 At the end of the ten days, Daniel and his three friends looked 

healthier and better nourished than the young men who had been 

eating the food assigned by the king. 16 So after that, the 

attendant fed them only vegetables instead of the food and wine 

provided for the others.

17 God gave these four young men an unusual aptitude for 

understanding every aspect of literature and wisdom. And God 

gave Daniel the special ability to interpret the meanings of visions 

and dreams.



Just because it’s “the norm” doesn’t 
mean it’s your standard.
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How well you protect your 

gates will reflect in your 
body(temple) 



12 You say, “I am allowed to do anything”—but not everything is good 

for you. And even though “I am allowed to do anything,” I must not 

become a slave to anything. 13 You say, “Food was made for the 

stomach, and the stomach for food.” (This is true, though someday 

God will do away with both of them.) But you can’t say that our bodies 

were made for sexual immorality. They were made for the Lord, and 

the Lord cares about our bodies. 14 And God will raise us from the 

dead by his power, just as he raised our Lord from the dead.

1 Corinthians 6:12-20



15 Don’t you realize that your bodies are actually parts of 

Christ? Should a man take his body, which is part of Christ, 

and join it to a prostitute? Never! 16 And don’t you realize 

that if a man joins himself to a prostitute, he becomes one 

body with her? For the Scriptures say, “The two are united 

into one.”[d] 17 But the person who is joined to the Lord is 

one spirit with him.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+corinthians+6&version=NLT#fen-NLT-28444d


18 Run from sexual sin! No other sin so clearly affects the body 

as this one does. For sexual immorality is a sin against your 

own body. 19 Don’t you realize that your body is the temple of 

the Holy Spirit, who lives in you and was given to you by God? 

You do not belong to yourself, 20 for God bought you with a 

high price. So you must honor God with your body.



“Temple” is relative



We are made free through Christ Jesus, not 
the cultural norms/liberties/rights of our 

society.



15 “Beware of false prophets who come disguised as harmless sheep but 

are really vicious wolves. 16 You can identify them by their fruit, that is, 

by the way they act. Can you pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from 

thistles? 17 A good tree produces good fruit, and a bad tree produces bad 

fruit. 18 A good tree can’t produce bad fruit, and a bad tree can’t produce 

good fruit. 19 So every tree that does not produce good fruit is chopped 

down and thrown into the fire. 20 Yes, just as you can identify a tree by its 

fruit, so you can identify people by their actions.

Matthew 7:15-20



You are what you allow through your gates
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What you choose to build on 
reflects Who you’re built in 



24 “Anyone who listens to my teaching and 

follows it is wise, like a person who builds a 

house on solid rock. 25 Though the rain comes in 

torrents and the floodwaters rise and the winds 

beat against that house, it won’t collapse because 

it is built on bedrock. 

Matthew 7:24-27



26 But anyone who hears my teaching and 

doesn’t obey it is foolish, like a person who 

builds a house on sand. 27 When the rains and 

floods come and the winds beat against that 

house, it will collapse with a mighty crash.”



Religion vs. Relationship
What’s your “why”?



Galatians 5
13 For you have been called to live in freedom, my brothers and 

sisters. But don’t use your freedom to satisfy your sinful nature. 

Instead, use your freedom to serve one another in love. 14 For the 

whole law can be summed up in this one command: “Love your 

neighbor as yourself.”



Romans 12:1-2
Just because it’s a norm doesn’t mean it’s your standard

1 And so, dear brothers and sisters,[a] I plead with you to give your bodies to 

God because of all he has done for you. Let them be a living and holy 

sacrifice—the kind he will find acceptable. This is truly the way to worship 

him.[b] 2 Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God 

transform you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you 

will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+12&version=NLT#fen-NLT-28208a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+12&version=NLT#fen-NLT-28208b

