






“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will
enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does
the will of my Father who is in heaven. On that day

many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not
prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your

name, and do many mighty works in your name?’
And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you;

depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’

MATTHEW 7:21-23 



During the high priesthood of Annas and
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John

the son of Zechariah in the wilderness.
And he went into all the region around
the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of

repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 

LUKE 3: 2-3 



As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the
prophet, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, Or crying, Prepare in
the wilderness the way of the Lord make his paths

straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every
mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked

shall become straight, and the rough places shall
become level ways, and all flesh shall see the

salvation of God.’”
LUKE 3: 4-6 



He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be
baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned

you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits in
keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to

yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell
you, God is able from these stones to raise up children

for Abraham. Even now the axe is laid to the root of the
trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” And the

crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” 

LUKE 3: 7-10



And he answered them, “Whoever has two tunics is to
share with him who has none, and whoever has food is

to do likewise.” Tax collectors also came to be baptized
and said to him, “Teacher, what shall we do?” And he

said to them, “Collect no more than you are authorized
to do.” Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall we
do?” And he said to them, “Do not extort money from

anyone by threats or by false accusation, and be
content with your wages.”

LUKE 3: 11-14



As the people were in expectation, and all were
questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he
might be the Christ, John answered them all, saying, “I
baptize you with water, but he who is mightier than I is
coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to
untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.
His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing

floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff
he will burn with unquenchable fire.” So with many other

exhortations he preached good news to the people. 
LUKE 3: 15-18



But Herod the tetrarch, who had been reproved by him
for Herodias, his brother's wife, and for all the evil

things that Herod had done, added this to them all,
that he locked up John in prison. Now when all the

people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been
baptized and was praying, the heavens were opened,
and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form,

like a dove; and a voice came from heaven, 
“You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”

LUKE 3: 19-22



Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous
threats against the Lord’s disciples. He went to the high

priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues in
Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged

to the Way, whether men or women, he might take
them as prisoners to Jerusalem. As he neared Damascus

on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed
around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice say

to him “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?”

ACTS 9: 1-4



“Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked.
“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied

“Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told
what you must do.” The men traveling with Saul stood
there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see

anyone. Saul got up from the ground, but when he
opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they led him

by the hand into Damascus. For three days he was
blind, and did not eat or drink anything.

ACTS 9: 5-9



In Damascus there was a disciple named
Ananias. The Lord called to him in a

vision,“Ananias!” “Yes, Lord,” he answered.
The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas

on Straight Street and ask for a man from
Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. In a
vision he has seen a man named Ananias

come and place his hands on him to restore
his sight.”

ACTS 9: 10-12



“Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many
reports about this man and all the harm he has

done to your holy people in Jerusalem. And he has
come here with authority from the chief priests to

arrest all who call on your name.” But the Lord
said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen

instrument to proclaim my name to the Gentiles
and their kings and to the people of Israel. I will

show him how much he must suffer for my name.”

ACTS 9: 13-16



Then Ananias went to the house and entered it.
Placing his hands on Saul, he said, “Brother Saul,

the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road
as you were coming here—has sent me so that you

may see again and be filled with the Holy
Spirit.”Immediately, something like scales fell from
Saul’s eyes, and he could see again. He got up and

was baptized, and after taking some food, he
regained his strength.

ACTS 9: 17-19



S a u l  i n  D a m a s c u s  
a n d  i n  J e r u s a l e m

Saul spent several days with
the disciples in Damascus.


