
Christ or
Herod

S C O T T  G O O D W I L L



And King Herod heard of it, for His name had become well known; and
people were saying, “John the Baptist has risen from the dead, and that
is why these miraculous powers are at work in Him.” But others were
saying, “He is Elijah.” And others were saying, “He is a prophet, like one
of the prophets of old.” But when Herod heard of it, he kept saying,
“John, whom I beheaded, has risen!”
For Herod himself had sent and had John arrested and bound in prison
on account of Herodias, the wife of his brother Philip, because he had
married her. For John had been saying to Herod, “It is not lawful for you
to have your brother’s wife.” Herodias had a grudge against him and
wanted to put him to death and could not do so; for Herod was afraid of
John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he kept him
safe. And when he heard him, he was very perplexed; but he used to
enjoy listening to him.

M A R K  6 : 1 4 - 2 0  ( N A S B  1 9 9 5 )



A strategic day came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his
lords and military commanders and the leading men of Galilee; and when the
daughter of Herodias herself came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his
dinner guests; and the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you want
and I will give it to you.” And he swore to her, “Whatever you ask of me, I
will give it to you; up to half of my kingdom.” And she went out and said to
her mother, “What shall I ask for?” And she said, “The head of John the
Baptist.” Immediately she came in a hurry to the king and asked, saying, “I
want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” And
although the king was very sorry, yet because of his oaths and because of his
dinner guests, he was unwilling to refuse her. Immediately the king sent an
executioner and commanded him to bring back his head. And he went and
had him beheaded in the prison, and brought his head on a platter, and gave
it to the girl; and the girl gave it to her mother. When his disciples heard
about this, they came and took away his body and laid it in a tomb.

M A R K  6 : 2 1 - 2 9  ( N A S B  1 9 9 5 )



 I S A I A H  1 4 : 1 3 - 1 4

“You said in your heart, “I will ascend to heaven; I
will raise my throne above the stars of God; I will sit
on the mount of assembly on the heights of Zaphon;
I will ascend to the tops of the clouds, I will make
myself like the Most High.” 



Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there
is no authority except from God, and those which exist are established by
God. Therefore whoever resists authority has opposed the ordinance of
God; and they who have opposed will receive condemnation upon
themselves. For rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for
evil. Do you want to have no fear of authority? Do what is good and you
will have praise from the same; for it is a minister of God to you for good.
But if you do what is evil, be afraid; for it does not bear the sword for
nothing; for it is a minister of God, an avenger who brings wrath on the one
who practices evil. Therefore it is necessary to be in subjection, not only
because of wrath, but also for conscience’ sake. For because of this you
also pay taxes, for rulers are servants of God, devoting themselves to this
very thing. Render to all what is due them: tax to whom tax is due; custom
to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honor to whom honor.

R O M A N S  1 3 : 1 - 7



“ T H E R E  I S  N O T H I N G  L E F T  O F
W H I C H  W E  C A N  S A Y  T O  T H E M ,
' M I N D  Y O U R  O W N  B U S I N E S S . '
O U R  W H O L E  L I V E S  A R E  T H E I R

B U S I N E S S . ”

C . S .  L E W I S



“ P O W E R  A L W A Y S  T H I N K S  I T  H A S
A  G R E A T  S O U L  A N D  V A S T  V I E W S

B E Y O N D  T H E  C O M P R E H E N S I O N  O F
T H E  W E A K ,  A N D  T H A T  I T  I S

D O I N G  G O D ‘ S  S E R V I C E  W H E N  I T
I S  V I O L A T I N G  A L L  H I S  L A W S . ”  

J O H N  A D A M S  ( T O  T H O M A S  J E F F E R S O N )



“They will ban you from the synagogue, yet an
hour is coming for everyone who kills you to
think that he is offering a service to God.”

J O H N  1 6 : 2



“Woe to those who call evil good, and good
evil; Who substitute darkness for light and light
for darkness; Who substitute bitter for sweet
and sweet for bitter!”

I S A I A H  5 : 2 0



“And although they know the ordinance of
God, that those who practice such things are
worthy of death, they not only do the same,
but also approve of those who practice them.” 

R O M A N S  1 : 3 2



O F  A L L  T Y R A N N I E S ,  A  T Y R A N N Y  S I N C E R E L Y
E X E R C I S E D  F O R  T H E  G O O D  O F  I T S  V I C T I M S

M A Y  B E  T H E  M O S T  O P P R E S S I V E .  I T  W O U L D  B E
B E T T E R  T O  L I V E  U N D E R  R O B B E R  B A R O N S

T H A N  U N D E R  O M N I P O T E N T  M O R A L
B U S Y B O D I E S .  T H E  R O B B E R  B A R O N ' S  C R U E L T Y
M A Y  S O M E T I M E S  S L E E P ,  H I S  C U P I D I T Y  M A Y  A T

S O M E  P O I N T  B E  S A T I A T E D ;  B U T  T H O S E  W H O
T O R M E N T  U S  F O R  O U R  O W N  G O O D  W I L L

T O R M E N T  U S  W I T H O U T  E N D  F O R  T H E Y  D O  S O
W I T H  T H E  A P P R O V A L  O F  T H E I R  O W N

C O N S C I E N C E .

C . S .  L E W I S



People who have experienced liberty often require a strong
motivation to give it up. Those who wish to impose state power
on them provide the strongest reason of all for doing so:
salvation from disaster, named or unnamed. The word ‘survival’
is never far from the lips of such theorists…Those who can be
convinced that survival is at stake are likely to agree to almost
any remedy, since extinction seems worse than all the
alternatives. If placing extraordinary powers in the hands of
political leaders will truly starve off the ultimate disaster, then
those who demur can be made to appear as enemies of the
human race. That is why arguments based on survival are so
effective in persuading people to permit actions that violate
their moral code.

H E R B E R T  S C H L O S S B E R G  ( 1 9 9 0 )



“We, then, following the holy Fathers, all with one consent, teach people to
confess one and the same Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, the same perfect in Godhead
and also perfect in manhood; truly God and truly man, of a reasonable soul and
body; consubstantial with the Father according to the Godhead, and consubstantial
with us according to the Manhood; in all things like unto us, without sin; begotten
before all ages of the Father according to the Godhead, and in these latter days,
for us and for our salvation, born of the Virgin Mary, the Mother of God, according
to the Manhood; one and the same Christ, Son, Lord, only begotten, to be
acknowledged in two natures, inconfusedly, unchangeably, indivisibly, inseparably;
the distinction of natures being by no means taken away by the union, but rather
the property of each nature being preserved, and concurring in one Person and one
Subsistence, not parted or divided into two persons, but one and the same Son,
and only begotten God, the Word, the Lord Jesus Christ; as the prophets from the
beginning [have declared] concerning Him, and the Lord Jesus Christ Himself has
taught us, and the Creed of the holy Fathers has handed down to us.”

- S T A T E M E N T  F R O M  T H E  C O U N C I L  O F  C H A L C E D O N -



Western liberty began when the claim of the state to
be man’s savior was denied. The state then,
according to the Scripture, was made the ministry of
justice. But, wherever Christ ceases to be man’s
savior, there liberty perishes as the state again
asserts its messianic claims…Man needs a savior, and
the question is simply one of choice: Christ or the
state? No man can choose the one without denying
the other, and all attempts at compromise are a
delusion.

R . J .  R U S H D O O N Y


