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Ephesus 
Description 

A study of Christ’s message to the church in Ephesus—commended for doctrinal purity 
and endurance, yet rebuked for abandoning its first love, revealed as a loss of zealous 
witness to the world.

 

Primary Texts 

Revelation 2:1–7 

Supporting Texts 

Acts 18:18–26 | Acts 19:18–34 | Acts 20:28–31 | Matthew 5:14–16 | John 8:12 | Matthew 
24:12–14 | Ephesians 6:24 | Genesis 2:9 | Genesis 3:22–24 | Revelation 22:2–4 

 

Explanation of the Context of the Primary Text 

Ephesus was one of the most significant cities in the Roman world—wealthy, influential, 
and deeply tied to pagan worship, particularly the temple of Artemis. It was a center of 
commerce, religion, and culture, making it a strategic location for the spread of the 
Gospel. 

The church at Ephesus had a rich spiritual heritage: 

• Founded through Paul’s ministry 

• Strengthened by Priscilla and Aquila 

• Pastored by Timothy 

• Later influenced by the Apostle John 

This was a church deeply rooted in truth. Paul warned its leaders in Acts 20 that false 
teachers would arise, and the Ephesian church took that warning seriously. They tested 
false apostles, rejected error, and remained steadfast under pressure. 

Yet the environment they lived in created constant tension: 
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• Roman pressure to participate in emperor worship 

• Economic pressure through trade guilds tied to idolatry 

• Cultural pressure to conform to pagan practices 

Ephesus stood firm doctrinally—but something deeper began to erode. 

Christ at the Center 

Christ introduces Himself as: 

“The One who holds the seven stars… who walks among the seven golden lampstands” 
(Rev. 2:1) 

This reveals two key truths: 

• Christ holds authority over the leaders of His Church 
• Christ walks among His churches—He is present, active, and observant 

The lampstand imagery is critical. 

In the Old Testament, the lampstand was the only source of light in the Holy Place, 
representing the presence and revelation of God. In Revelation, the lampstand represents 
the Church as a witness to the world. 

Christ is saying: You exist to shine My light. 

And He is not distant—He is walking among His churches, examining whether that light is 
still shining. 

Why It Matters 

1. Doctrinal Faithfulness Is Not Enough 

Ephesus was: 

• Hardworking 
• Enduring 
• Theologically discerning 

They rejected false teaching and stood against compromise. 
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Yet Christ says: 

“I have this against you…” 

This shows that right belief alone is not the fullness of faithfulness. 

2. “First Love” Is Revealed Through Witness 

Christ’s concern is: 

“You have abandoned the love you had at first” (Rev. 2:4) 

This is not merely emotional decline—it is missional decline. 

Their “first love” was: 

• Zealous 
• Public 
• Costly 

It was expressed through active witness to Christ in a hostile culture. 

They had become: 

• Doctrinally pure 
• Spiritually disciplined 
• But evangelistically silent 

They still believed—but they were no longer shining. 

3. A Church Without Witness Loses Its Purpose 

Christ’s warning is severe: 

“I will remove your lampstand…” 

This does not refer to the Second Coming—it refers to removal of their witness and 
function as a church. 
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A church that does not: 

• Proclaim Christ 
• Engage the world 
• Shine as light 

…ceases to function as a true lampstand. 

The Prescription 

Christ gives a threefold command: 

1. Remember: Return mentally to where you once were—recall the zeal, urgency, and 

love that marked your early faith. 

2. Repent: Make a decisive change—not just feeling conviction, but turning direction. 

3. Return: “Do the works you did at first” Go back to active, outward witness. 

Promise to the Overcomer 

“To the one who conquers I will grant to eat of the tree of life…” (Rev. 2:7) 

This promise reaches back to Eden. 

What was lost in Genesis—access to the presence of God—is restored through Christ. 

There is a powerful progression: 

• Lampstand → witness in this world 
• Tree of Life → eternal presence with God 

Those who remain faithful in witness now will experience full communion with God 
forever. 

Personal Reflection 

• Am I holding to truth but failing to share it? 
• Has my faith become inward instead of outward? 
• Do I still have urgency in sharing the Gospel? 
• If Christ evaluated my life today, would I be shining? 

 


