Pergamos

Description
A study of Christ’s message to the suffering church in Smyrna—a persecuted and

impoverished church that, though crushed, is declared rich and called to fearless
faithfulness even unto death.

Primary Texts

Revelation 2:12-17

Supporting Texts

Numbers 25:1-9 | Numbers 31:16 | 1 Corinthians 6:15-20 | 1 Corinthians 10:14-21 | 2
Corinthians 3:17 | Hebrews 4:12 | Matthew 4:4 | 2 Timothy 3:16 | John 6:35 | Exodus 16:32-
34 | Hebrews 9:4 | Revelation 19:15

Pergamos was the religious and political center of Asia Minor. It was deeply alighed with
Rome and saturated with idolatry:

e A massive altar to Zeus (called “Savior God”)

e Thefirsttemple in Asia dedicated to emperor worship

¢ Ahealing center devoted to Asclepius, symbolized by a serpent
Because of this, Jesus identifies Pergamos as:

“Where Satan’s throne is”

This is not symbolic exaggeration—it reflects the concentration of spiritual opposition
and false worship in the city.

Despite this environment, the church:
e Heldfastto Christ’s name

e Did not deny the faith
e Remained faithful even through martyrdom (Antipas)
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Yet internally, something dangerous had taken root: Compromise through tolerated false
teaching

Christ at the Center

Christ reveals Himself as:
“The One who has the sharp two-edged sword” (Rev. 2:12)
The Greek term used here is rhomphaia—a large, devastating sword used in judgment.
This points to:
e The Word of God (Hebrews 4:12)
e The authority of Christ to judge

e The power to discern truth from error

The Word is not passive—it:

e Pierces
e Exposes
e Judges

Pergamos needed this because they had: Stopped using the Word to confront
compromise

Christ warns:
“Repent... or | will come... and war against them with the sword of my mouth”

The same Word that could correct them would instead judge them.
Why It Matters

1. Satan’s Strategy: From Attack to Compromise
Pergamos succeeded like Smyrna in their suffering for Christ:

e Theyremained faithful under persecution
e Butfailed under cultural pressure and influence

Satan could not destroy them externally—
so he corrupted them internally.
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This pattern is seen throughout Scripture:

o David & Bathsheba — not defeated in battle, but in private compromise
e Samson & Delilah — not overpowered by enemies, but undone through seduction

What opposition could not accomplish, compromise did.
2. The Doctrine of Balaam: Compromise with the World
Balaam’s strategy (Numbers 25, 31):

e IfGod’s people cannot be cursed
e Theycan be seduced into compromise

This led to:
e Idolatry
e Sexualimmorality

e Judgment from within

Pergamos was repeating this pattern: Mixing faith in Christ with participation in pagan
culture

3. The Nicolaitans: Control and Corruption
=  What Ephesus rejected: “The deeds of the Nicolaitans”
= Pergamos tolerated: “The doctrine of the Nicolaitans”
= This shows progression: Sin tolerated becomes sin taught
This likely involved:
e Spiritual compromise
e Abuse of authority
e Justification of sinful behavior
4. Faithfulness in One Area Does Not Excuse Compromise in Another

Pergamos:

e Heldfastto Christ publicly
e Butfailed to guard truth internally

They were: Faithful witnesses, but poor discerners
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The Core Issue
Pergamos failed to:
e Testteaching
e Confront error
e Use Scripture as the standard
They did not wield the sword of the Word.
So Christ declares: If you will not judge rightly, | will.
The Call to Repentance
“Repent”
This is not passive—it requires:
e Identifying compromise
e Confronting false teaching
e Removing what dishonors Christ
Itis a call to: Restore doctrinal clarity and spiritual integrity
Promise to the Overcomer
1. Hidden Manna

God’s provision and fellowship:

e Contrasts with food sacrificed to idols
e Points to Christ as the true sustenance (John 6:35)

Question: Will you feast with the world, or with Christ?
2. White Stone with a New Name
Represents:

e Justification (acquittal)

e Purity (white)

e Personalidentity in Christ

The “new name” signifies: Intimate relationship and belonging
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This stands in contrast to:

e Identity shaped by culture
e Acceptance from the world

Personal Reflection
e Where have | tolerated compromise in my life?
e Dol avoid confronting error to maintain comfort?

e Am I more concerned with acceptance or truth?
e Dol actively use Scripture to discern and judge rightly?
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