
The Seven Titles of Christ 
Overview 

In Revelation 2–3, Jesus addresses seven real churches. Before He corrects, warns, or 
encourages them, He first reveals who He is. Each letter begins with a title of Christ drawn 
from the vision in Revelation 1. This is intentional. Christ does not begin with their 
condition—He begins with His identity. 

Revelation 1 presents the risen, glorified Christ in fullness. Revelation 2–3 then applies that 
vision personally to each church. Every title is selected with precision. It speaks directly to 
the church’s need, exposing their weakness while also revealing the solution. 

The central truth: The church is corrected by rightly seeing Christ. 

 

Primary Texts 

Revelation 1–3 

 

Explanation of the Context 

• Revelation 1 provides the complete vision of Christ  
• Revelation 2–3 applies that vision to seven churches  

The title of Christ is the interpretive key. It explains: 

• What the church lacks  
• What Christ supplies  
• What must change  

 

 

 

 



Christ at the Center 

Across all seven churches, Jesus is revealed as: 

• Present among His people — He walks among the lampstands and sees all things  
• Victorious over death — He has died and risen, removing the fear of death  
• The judge through His Word — His Word discerns truth and exposes compromise  
• The Son of God with divine authority — He sees, knows, and judges rightly  
• The giver of the Holy Spirit — True life and witness come from Him alone  
• The one who opens and shuts — He has authority over access to the Kingdom  
• The source of new creation — Through His resurrection, all things are made new  

Every problem in the church is ultimately answered by a clearer vision of Christ. 

Ephesus — Christ Present Among His Church 

Ephesus — Christ Present Among His Church 

Title: Holds the seven stars; walks among the lampstands (Rev. 2:1) 

Christ is shown as present and active within His church. He holds authority over its leaders 
and walks among the churches themselves. The imagery connects to the menorah in the 
Holy Place and the Spirit-empowered witness in Zechariah. 

Supporting Texts: 

• Revelation 1:12–13, 16, 20  
• Zechariah 4:2–6  
• Matthew 5:14–16 

Christ is present—His church must shine (witness) faithfully. 

Smyrna — Christ the Risen One Over Death 

Title: The First and the Last, who died and came to life (Rev. 2:8) 

Christ reveals His authority over death. Because He died and rose again, the church does 
not need to fear suffering or death. Resurrection is the foundation of their hope. Therefore, 
they are encouraged to continue to witness.  

 



Supporting Texts: 

• Revelation 1:17–18  
• 1 Corinthians 6:14–15  
• 2 Corinthians 1:9  
• John 11:25 

Because Christ lives, His people will live. 

Pergamos — Christ the Judge by His Word 

Title: The sharp two-edged sword (Rev. 2:12) 

Christ’s Word is the standard of truth and judgment. Pergamos maintained an outward 
witness but tolerated internal compromise. The Word exposes and confronts that 
compromise. 

Supporting Texts: 

• Revelation 1:16  
• Hebrews 4:12  
• John 12:48  
• 1 Corinthians 10:21 

The church must not tolerate what Christ’s Word condemns. 

Thyatira — Christ the Son of God with Divine Authority 

Title: The Son of God; eyes like fire; feet like bronze (Rev. 2:18) 

Christ asserts His divine authority. His eyes see all, and His judgment is pure. False 
teaching had been allowed to grow, and the church is called to confront it with His 
authority. 

Supporting Texts: 

• Revelation 1:14–15  
• Daniel 7:13–14  
• 1 Peter 4:17  
• Malachi 3:1–3  
• James 3:1 

Christ’s authority must replace all false authority. 



Sardis — Christ the Giver of the Holy Spirit 

Title: The seven Spirits of God (Rev. 3:1) 

Sardis had a reputation of life but was spiritually dead. Christ reveals Himself as the one 
who gives the Spirit—the source of true life and power. For the Church (the Christian) to be 
an effective witness they must (Acts 1:8) be baptized with the Holy Spirit. Without the help 
of the Holy Spirit we will be an ineffective witness.  

Supporting Texts: 

• Revelation 1:4  
• Isaiah 11:2  
• Zechariah 4:6  
• Acts 1:8  
• John 14:26  

Only the Spirit brings life to a dying church. 

Philadelphia — Christ Who Opens and Shuts 

Title: The Holy One, the True One; the key of David (Rev. 3:7) 

Christ alone has authority over access to the Kingdom. He opens doors no one can shut. 
This includes both salvation (assurance) and opportunities for mission. 

Supporting Texts: 

• Revelation 1:18  
• Isaiah 22:22  
• 1 Corinthians 16:9  
• 2 Corinthians 2:12  
• Colossians 4:3  
• 1 Peter 2:12  

Christ opens the door—remain faithful to walk through it. 

 

 

 



Laodicea — Christ the Source of New Creation 

Title: The Amen; the faithful and true witness; the beginning of God’s creation (Rev. 3:14) 

Christ is the source and certainty of new creation. Through His resurrection, a new creation 
has begun. Laodicea focused on the present world instead of the eternal one. 

Supporting Texts: 

• Revelation 1:5, 18  
• Isaiah 65:16–17  
• Colossians 1:15, 18  
• 2 Corinthians 5:17  
• 1 Corinthians 15:20–22  

Only through Christ’s resurrection do we enter the new creation. 

Why It Matters 

• The condition of the church is tied to its view of Christ  
• When Christ is diminished:  

o Fear increases  
o Compromise grows  
o Life fades  

• When Christ is seen rightly:  
o The church is corrected  
o Strengthened  
o Made faithful  

Everything flows from seeing Him clearly. 

Personal Reflection 

• Which title of Christ do you most need to see right now?  
• Which title of Christ do you need to understand more clearly? 
• Where might you be minimizing His authority or presence?  
• Where is Christ calling you to respond?  
• Are you aligning your life with who He has revealed Himself to be? 

 


