
Understanding the Rapture 
Description 

A foundational study on the doctrine of the rapture—what it is, where it is found in 
Scripture, how it relates to the resurrection, and an overview of the three primary views 
regarding its timing. This study emphasizes both the certainty of Christ’s return and the call 
to live as faithful witnesses in light of it. 

 

Primary Texts 

1 Corinthians 15:51–52 | 1 Thessalonians 4:14–17 

Supporting Texts 

Revelation 4:1 | Isaiah 26:19–21 | Daniel 12:2 | John 11:24–26 | 2 Corinthians 5:2 | 1 John 3:2 
| Acts 1:8 | Titus 2:13 | Matthew 27:51–53 | Revelation 11:11–12 | Revelation 12:5 | 
Revelation 20:4–6 

 

Explanation of the Context of the Primary Text 

The discussion of the rapture emerges as Revelation transitions in Revelation 4:1 into the 
final section of the book—moving from the church age (chapters 2–3) into the events that 
follow. 

The doctrine of the rapture is not derived from a single verse, but from a synthesis of 
Scripture—primarily: 

• 1 Corinthians 15 → the transformation of believers 
• 1 Thessalonians 4 → the catching up of the church 

Though the word “rapture” does not appear in English Bibles, the concept is clearly 
present through the Greek word: 

• harpazō → “to be caught up” or “snatched away” 

This word develops into: 



• Latin: rapturo 
• English: rapture 

The event describes: 

• Resurrection → those who have died in Christ are raised 
• Transformation → those alive are changed 

This is not a new doctrine, but one rooted throughout Scripture: 

• Enoch (Genesis 5, Hebrews 11:5) → taken by God 
• Elijah (2 Kings 2) → taken up 
• Old Testament resurrection hope (Isaiah 26; Daniel 12) 

 

The rapture is therefore best understood as: The completion of salvation—when 
believers are fully transformed and united with Christ 

Christ at the Center 

The rapture is not primarily about escape—it is about union with Christ. 



• 1 Thessalonians 4:17 → “So we will always be with the Lord” 
• 1 John 3:2 → “We shall be like Him” 

Christ is: 

• The resurrected One → proof of victory over death 
• The pattern of our future body 
• The destination of our hope 

Because He rose: 

• We will rise 
• We will be changed 
• We will dwell in His presence 

The resurrection of Christ is what guarantees the rapture: 

• Romans 6:5 → united with Him in resurrection 
• John 11:25 → “I am the resurrection and the life” 

What Christ has already experienced, believers will share. 

Theological Clarification: Essential vs Secondary 
Doctrine 

Essential (First-Level Doctrine) 

• Christ was raised from the dead 
• Believers will be raised 
• The rapture will occur 

If this is denied: 

• The Gospel itself is undermined (1 Corinthians 15) 

Secondary (Non-Essential Doctrine) 

The timing of the rapture: 

• Pre-tribulation 
• Mid-tribulation 
• Post-tribulation 



These are areas where: Faithful believers may differ without division 

Overview of the Three Views 

Pre-Tribulation 

• Rapture occurs before the tribulation 
• Church is removed before God’s wrath 

Key ideas: 

• God does not appoint believers to wrath (1 Thess. 5:9) 
• Church not mentioned during tribulation (Rev. 4–19) 
• Pattern of removal before judgment (Enoch, Isaiah 26) 

 

 

 

 



Mid-Tribulation 

• Rapture occurs at the midpoint of the tribulation 

Key ideas: 

• Distinction between: 
o Wrath of the Lamb (first half) 
o Wrath of God (second half) 

• Church removed before God’s full wrath is poured out 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Post-Tribulation 

• Church goes through tribulation 
• Rapture occurs at Christ’s return 

Key ideas: 

• Resurrection happens at the end (Daniel 12; Rev. 20) 
• Believers meet Christ and return with Him 
• Pattern of protection through judgment (Exodus imagery) 

 



 

What Happens at the Rapture 

The rapture is not symbolic—it is a real, physical transformation. 

• Corruption → Incorruption 
• Mortal → Immortal 
• Sinful → Glorified 

Believers receive: 

• A resurrected body 
• A body like Christ’s 

Implications: 

• No more sin 
• No more death 
• Full capacity to dwell in God’s presence 

This is the completion of salvation 

 



Key Theme 

The rapture is not about speculation—it is about hope. 

It assures us: 

• Christ is returning 
• Death is defeated 
• We will be with Him forever 

Personal Reflection 

• Do I truly believe in the resurrection and the rapture? 
• Am I living in light of eternity or focused on the present world? 
• Am I prepared to meet Christ at any moment? 

 


