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1 John 5:1-12 
 
1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves the 
father loves his child as well. 2 This is how we know that we love the children of God: by loving 
God and carrying out his commands. 3 In fact, this is love for God: to keep his commands. And 
his commands are not burdensome, 4 for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the 
victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. 5 Who is it that overcomes the world? Only 
the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God. 
 
6 This is the one who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ. He did not come by water only, 
but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. 7 For 
there are three that testify: 8 the Spirit, the water and the blood; and the three are in agreement.  
 
9 We accept human testimony, but God’s testimony is greater because it is the testimony of God, 
which he has given about his Son. 10 Whoever believes in the Son of God accepts this 
testimony. Whoever does not believe God has made him out to be a liar, because they have not 
believed the testimony God has given about his Son. 
 
11 And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 
Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 
 
 
Point 1: Believing in Jesus Means Seeing … love and obedience as one command. (vs. 1-3)  
 
The “Transitive Property of 1 John 5” 
 
• Loving God + Obeying God = Loving Others (v2) 
• Loving God = Obeying God (v3) 
• Therefore, 

o Obeying God + Obeying God = Loving Others 
 
Consistent Obedience à Loving Others 
 
Point 2: Believing in Jesus Means Seeing … the world as something to be overcome. (vs.4-5) 
 
How do we overcome the World?  … by our faith 
 
Practical expressions of faith that overcomes the world … 
 
• Different priorities (we won’t think like the world) 
• Different language (we won’t speak or hear like the world) 
• Different standards (won’t behave like the world) 
 



Point 3: Believing in Jesus Means Seeing … His testimony as our bedrock. (vs. 7-8) 
 
Three special witnesses for the testimony of Christ: 
 
• The Spirit – Jesus is the revelation of God’s truth. 
• The Water – Jesus is the Son of God sent to do God’s will on earth. 
• The Blood – Jesus is the reconciliation of fallen man to God. 
 
Three special witnesses for the testimony of Christ (and to the Word): 
 
• The Spirit – Jesus is the revelation of God’s truth (the Word is INERRANT). 
• The Water – Jesus is the Son of God sent to do God’s will on earth (the Word is 

INFALLIBLE). 
• The Blood – Jesus is the reconciliation of fallen man to God (the Word is COMPLETE). 
 
Point 4: Believing in Jesus Means Seeing … eternal life as both our promise and our 
purpose. (vs. 11-12) 
 
Eternity = Past, Present and Future 
 


