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What we Generally Know about Deacons 

1) Free others to lead in ministries of prayer and teaching 

Acts 6:1-7 

1 In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Hellenistic Jews among them 

complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the daily 

distribution of food. 2 So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, “It would not 

be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables. 3 Brothers 

and sisters, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and 

wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them 4 and will give our attention to prayer and 

the ministry of the word.” … 7 So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem 

increased rapidly, and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith. 

2) Are to be persons of strong Christian character. 

1 Timothy 3: 8-11 

8 In the same way, deacons are to be worthy of respect, sincere, not indulging in much wine, 

and not pursuing dishonest gain. 9 They must keep hold of the deep truths of the faith with a 

clear conscience. 10 They must first be tested; and then if there is nothing against them, let 

them serve as deacons. 11 In the same way, the women are to be worthy of respect, not 

malicious talkers but temperate and trustworthy in everything. 

3) May be men or women. 

Romans 16: 1-2 

1 I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a deacon of the church in Cenchreae. 2 I ask you to 

receive her in the Lord in a way worthy of his people and to give her any help she may need 

from you, for she has been the benefactor of many people, including me. 

 

What we May Know about Deacons. 

 Deacon is derived are the very similar words “diakoneo”, “diakonia” and “diakonos”. 

 It means to serve, to minister, to administer, to aid and to attend. 

 Clear distinction between this role and that of overseers/pastors/elders 
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What we May Not Know about Deacons. 

 Diakonia is a compound word made up of two words: 

o “Dia” meaning through 

o “Konia” meaning dust 

 It literally means “through dust”. 

o Reflects how a deacon works 

o Reflects what a deacon does 

 

What else we Need to Know … 

Ephesians 4: 11-13 

11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 

12 to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until 

we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, 

attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 

The word for “of service” is the same word that is used for Deacon throughout the NT. 

It applies to EVERYONE who Christ has saved!  We are ALL called to serve with the heart and 

determination of those who serve as Deacons! 


