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4 This is what the Lord of Armies, the God of Israel, says to all 

the exiles I deported from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 “Build houses 

and live in them. Plant gardens and eat their produce. 6 Find 

wives for yourselves, and have sons and daughters. Find wives 

for your sons and give your daughters to men in marriage so 

that they may bear sons and daughters. Multiply there; do not 

decrease. 7 Pursue the well-being of the city I have deported you 

to. Pray to the Lord on its behalf, for when it thrives, you will 

thrive.”  

8 For this is what the Lord of Armies, the God of Israel, says: 

“Don’t let your prophets who are among you and your diviners 

deceive you, and don’t listen to the dreams you elicit from 

them, 9 for they are prophesying falsely to you in my name. I 

have not sent them.” This is the Lord’s declaration.  

10 For this is what the Lord says: “When seventy years for 

Babylon are complete, I will attend to you and will confirm my 

promise concerning you to restore you to this place. 

 

   



 

I. You Are Where You Are Because God Wants You There. 

 

29:4:  This is what the Lord of Armies, the God of Israel, says to 

all the exiles I deported from Jerusalem to Babylon; 

 

 “In his heart a man plans his course, but the Lord determines 

his steps.” (Proverbs 16:9) 

 

”everything in the universe is either caused by God or allowed 

by God, and there is no third category.” (Tony Evans)  

 

 

2.  You Are Called to Make the Most of Your Present 

Circumstances. 

 

29:5-7:  “Build houses and live in them. Plant gardens and eat 

their produce. 6 Find wives for yourselves, and have sons and 

daughters. Find wives for your sons and give your daughters to 

men in marriage so that they may bear sons and daughters. 

Multiply there; do not decrease. 
7 Pursue the well-being of the 

city I have deported you to. Pray to the Lord on its behalf, for 

when it thrives, you will thrive.” 

 



3.  Whatever our circumstances, we must be willing to glorify 

the Lord in it.   

 

29:10-11: For this is what the Lord says: “When seventy years 

for Babylon are complete, I will attend to you and will confirm 

my promise concerning you to restore you to this place. 11 For I 

know the plans I have for you”—this is the Lord’s declaration—

“plans for your well-being, not for disaster, to give you a future 

and a hope.   


