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Paul’s Letter to the Galatians 
Galatians 4:1-5:15 

 
Galatians 1:3-4 CSB 
 
Grace to you and peace from God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our 
sins to rescue us from this present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father. 
 
Colossians 1:13 CSB 
 
He has rescued us from the domain of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of the Son he 
loves. 
 
Ephesians 2:1-3 CSB  
 
And you were dead in your trespasses and sins in which you previously walked according to the 
ways of this world, according to the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit now working in the 
disobedient. We too all previously lived among them in our fleshly desires, carrying out the 
inclinations of our flesh and thoughts, and we were by nature children under wrath as the others 
were also. 
 
Before Christ, we are slaves to worldly powers that feed our fleshy desires and produce 
death. After Christ, we are rescued into his redemptive rule that fills us with Spirit-desires 
and produce life. 
 
Galatians 4:1-7 CSB  
 
Now I say that as long as the heir is a child, he differs in no way from a slave, though he is the 
owner of everything. Instead, he is under guardians and trustees until the time set by his father. In 
the same way we also, when we were children, were in slavery under the elements of the world. 
When the time came to completion, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to 
redeem those under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. And because you are 
sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba, Father!” So you are no longer a 
slave but a son, and if a son, then God has made you an heir. 
 
Galatians 4:8-11 CSB  
 
But in the past, since you didn’t know God, you were enslaved to things that by nature are not 
gods. But now, since you know God, or rather have become known by God, how can you turn back 
again to the weak and worthless elements? Do you want to be enslaved to them all over again? 
You are observing special days, months, seasons, and years. I am fearful for you, that perhaps my 
labor for you has been wasted. 
Galatians 5:1 CSB 
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For freedom, Christ set us free. Stand firm, then, and don’t submit again to a yoke of slavery. 
 
OT Story Recap: 
 
Exodus: 

 
 
Mt Sinai: 

 
 
Tabernacle & Encampment: 

 
 
 
Numbers 13:31–14:9 CSB  
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But the men who had gone up with him responded, “We can’t attack the people because they are 
stronger than we are!” So they gave a negative report to the Israelites about the land they had 
scouted: “The land we passed through to explore is one that devours its inhabitants, and all the 
people we saw in it are men of great size. We even saw the Nephilim there—the descendants of 
Anak come from the Nephilim! To ourselves we seemed like grasshoppers, and we must have 
seemed the same to them.” Then the whole community broke into loud cries, and the people wept 
that night. All the Israelites complained about Moses and Aaron, and the whole community told 
them, “If only we had died in the land of Egypt, or if only we had died in this wilderness! Why is 
the LORD bringing us into this land to die by the sword? Our wives and children will become 
plunder. Wouldn’t it be better for us to go back to Egypt?” So they said to one another, “Let’s 
appoint a leader and go back to Egypt.” Then Moses and Aaron fell facedown in front of the whole 
assembly of the Israelite community. Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh, who were 
among those who scouted out the land, tore their clothes and said to the entire Israelite 
community, “The land we passed through and explored is an extremely good land. If the LORD is 
pleased with us, he will bring us into this land, a land flowing with milk and honey, and give it to 
us. Only don’t rebel against the LORD, and don’t be afraid of the people of the land, for we will 
devour them. Their protection has been removed from them, and the LORD is with us. Don’t be 
afraid of them!” 
 
Motivations to Return to Slavery 
 

1. They were blind to the goodness of God’s blessing. 
2. They had status anxiety. 
3. They had doubts. 
4. They were afraid. 

 
Joshua 2:10–11 CSB 
 
For we have heard how the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea before you when you came out 
of Egypt, and what you did to Sihon and Og, the two Amorite kings you completely destroyed 
across the Jordan. When we heard this, we lost heart, and everyone’s courage failed because of 
you, for the Lord your God is God in heaven above and on earth below. 
 
Galatians 5:13–15 CSB  
 
For you were called to be free, brothers and sisters; only don’t use this freedom as an opportunity 
for the flesh, but serve one another through love. For the whole law is fulfilled in one statement: 
Love your neighbor as yourself. But if you bite and devour one another, watch out, or you will be 
consumed by one another. 
Practice: Serve 
Find a way to tangibly love the other people here at LNBC through serving. 
 


