2 Samuel 12:1-10 - 12 The LorD sent Nathan to David. When he came to
him, he said, “There were two men in a certain town, one rich and the other
poor. 2 The rich man had a very large number of sheep and cattle, * but the
poor man had nothing except one little ewe lamb he had bought. He raised it,
and it grew up with him and his children. It shared his food, drank from his
cup and even slept in his arms. It was like a daughter to him.

4 “Now a traveler came to the rich man, but the rich man refrained from
taking one of his own sheep or cattle to prepare a meal for the traveler who
had come to him. Instead, he took the ewe lamb that belonged to the poor
man and prepared it for the one who had come to him.”

% David burned with anger against the man and said to Nathan, “As surely as
the LoRroD lives, the man who did this must die! ® He must pay for that lamb
four times over, because he did such a thing and had no pity.”

" Then Nathan said to David, “You are the man! This is what the LORD, the
God of Israel, says: ‘I anointed you king over Israel, and | delivered you
from the hand of Saul. 87 gave your master’s house to you, and your master’s
wives into your arms. | gave you all Israel and Judah. And if all this had
been too little, 1 would have given you even more. ® Why did you despise the
word of the LORD by doing what is evil in his eyes? You struck down Uriah
the Hittite with the sword and took his wife to be your own. You killed him
with the sword of the Ammonites. 1° Now, therefore, the sword will never
depart from your house, because you despised me and took the wife of Uriah
the Hittite to be your own.’

The most difficult person to forgive will always be yourself.
Forgiveness doesn’t always remove the consequences.

Consequences do not mean an absence of forgiveness.

Psalm 51 - Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love;
according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions.

2\Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. 3 For | know my
transgressions, and my sin is always before me. 4 Against you, you only, have
I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; so you are right in your

verdict and justified when you judge. ® Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from
the time my mother conceived me. ® Yet you desired faithfulness even in the
womb; you taught me wisdom in that secret place. ’ Cleanse me with hyssop,
and 1 will be clean; wash me, and 1 will be whiter than snow. & Let me hear
joy and gladness; let the bones you have crushed rejoice. ° Hide your face
from my sins and blot out all my iniquity. ° Create in me a pure heart, O
God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. ** Do not cast me from your
presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. 2 Restore to me the joy of your
salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. ** Then I will teach
transgressors your ways, so that sinners will turn back to you. * Deliver me
from the guilt of bloodshed, O God, you who are God my Savior, and my
tongue will sing of your righteousness. > Open my lips, Lord, and my mouth
will declare your praise. 1° You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring
it; you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings. 1 My sacrifice, O God, isa
broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart you, God, will not despise. 8 May
it please you to prosper Zion, to build up the walls of Jerusalem. *° Then you
will delight in the sacrifices of the righteous, in burnt offerings offered
whole; then bulls will be offered on your altar.

True forgiveness only comes from Christ with true repentance.
- Repentance is a changed heart with changed behavior.

Ephesians 1:7 - 7 In Christ we have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God s grace ° that he
lavished on us.

Christ’s forgiveness is complete and forever.

Psalm 103:11-13 — ESV - For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so
great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; ' as far as the east is
from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 13 As a
father shows compassion to his children, so the LORD shows compassion to
those who fear him.



