
The Bible will guide our discussion. 

Essential - we will show conviction and resolve. 

Not clear - we will show grace and work together at a deeper understanding. 

Why are some prayers unanswered? 

Hebrews 4:14-16 - 14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has 

ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we 

profess. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with 

our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as 

we are—yet he did not sin. 16 Let us then approach God’s throne of grace 

with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in 

our time of need. 

How could dinosaurs exist so long before Biblical times?  

Exodus 20:11 For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the 

sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. 

 

Was Paul an elder? Why or why not?  

Not an elder. Rather an apostle.  

Peter speaks to a room full of the early church – to replace Judas the one who 

betrayed Jesus. 

Acts 1:21-22 - Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men who have 

been with us the whole time the Lord Jesus was living among us, 22 beginning 

from John’s baptism to the time when Jesus was taken up from us. For one of 

these must become a witness with us of his resurrection.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Acts 9:1-19 - Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats 

against the Lord’s disciples. He went to the high priest 2 and asked him for 

letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there who 

belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as 

prisoners to Jerusalem. 3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a 

light from heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a 

voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 5 “Who are you, 

Lord?” Saul asked. “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. 
6 “Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.” 
7 The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound 

but did not see anyone. 8 Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened 

his eyes he could see nothing. So they led him by the hand into Damascus. 
9 For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink anything. 10 In 

Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a 

vision, “Ananias!” “Yes, Lord,” he answered. 11 The Lord told him, “Go to 

the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus named 

Saul, for he is praying. 12 In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come 

and place his hands on him to restore his sight.” 13 “Lord,” Ananias 

answered, “I have heard many reports about this man and all the harm he has 

done to your holy people in Jerusalem. 14 And he has come here with 

authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your name.” 15 But 

the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to 

proclaim my name to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel. 
16 I will show him how much he must suffer for my name.” 17 Then Ananias 

went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, “Brother 

Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming 

here—has sent me so that you may see again and be filled with the Holy 

Spirit.” 18 Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he 

could see again. He got up and was baptized, 19 and after taking some food, 

he regained his strength. Saul spent several days with the disciples in 

Damascus. 

Did Moses see God’s face on the mountain? Exodus 33:19-23 - And the 

LORD said, “I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you, and I will 

proclaim my name, the LORD, in your presence. I will have mercy on whom I 

will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have 

compassion. 20 But,” he said, “you cannot see my face, for no one may see 

me and live.” 21 Then the LORD said, “There is a place near me where you 

may stand on a rock. 22 When my glory passes by, I will put you in a cleft in 

the rock and cover you with my hand until I have passed by. 23 Then I will 

remove my hand and you will see my back; but my face must not be seen.” 



Does God change His mind? 

No. 

Exodus 32:11-14 - But Moses sought the favor of the LORD his God. 

“LORD,” he said, “why should your anger burn against your people, whom 

you brought out of Egypt with great power and a mighty hand? 12 Why should 

the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them out, to kill 

them in the mountains and to wipe them off the face of the earth’? Turn from 

your fierce anger; relent and do not bring disaster on your people. 
13 Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac and Israel, to whom you swore 

by your own self: ‘I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in 

the sky and I will give your descendants all this land I promised them, and it 

will be their inheritance forever.’” 14 Then the LORD relented and did not 

bring on his people the disaster he had threatened. 

Anthropopathism is a figure of speech in which the feelings or thought 

processes of finite humanity are ascribed to the infinite God. 

Conditional and unconditional  

Matthew 15:21-28 - 1 Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to the region of 

Tyre and Sidon. 22 A Canaanite woman from that vicinity came to him, crying 

out, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My daughter is demon-

possessed and suffering terribly.” 23 Jesus did not answer a word. So his 

disciples came to him and urged him, “Send her away, for she keeps crying 

out after us.” 24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.” 
25 The woman came and knelt before him. “Lord, help me!” she said. 26 He 

replied, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to the dogs.” 
27 “Yes it is, Lord,” she said. “Even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from 

their master’s table.” 28 Then Jesus said to her, “Woman, you have great 

faith! Your request is granted.” And her daughter was healed at that 

moment. 

Do you believe in eternal security? 

Hebrews 6:4-6 - It is impossible for those who have once been enlightened, 

who have tasted the heavenly gift, who have shared in the Holy Spirit, 5 who 

have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the coming 

age 6 and who have fallen away, to be brought back to repentance. To their 

loss they are crucifying the Son of God all over again and subjecting him to 

public disgrace. 

Apostasy - Abandonment of one's religious faith 

Yes  

John 10:27-29 - 27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow 

me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch 

them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than 

all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand.  

1 Peter 1:3-5 - 3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In 

his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can 

never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, 5 who 

through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation 

that is ready to be revealed in the last time.  

Romans 8:35-39 - 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall 

trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or 

sword? 36 As it is written: “For your sake we face death all day long; 

    we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 

us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor 

demons,  neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height 

nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 

the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

You did nothing to earn salvation. Salvation is not dependent on you.  

 

Ephesians 2:8-9 - 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—

and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that 

no one can boast. 


