PART 25 - COUNTERINTUITIVE JESUS IS



Mark 8:31-33

And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many
things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the
scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again. And he said this
plainly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning
and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me,
Satan! For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on
the things of man.”




Mark 8:34-38
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Mark 9:1

And he said to them, “Truly, | say to you, there are some standing here
who will not taste death until they see the kingdom of God after it has
come with power.”
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1. The Counterintuitive Jesus

And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many
things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the
scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again. And he said this
plainly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning
and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me,
Satan! For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on
the things of man.” Mark 8:31-33




Two Aspects of Jesus’ Suffering

Physical Non-Physical

e Beating * Rejection

e Scourging e Rejection by the Elders, Chief
S G Thorne Priests and Scribes

W e e Bearing the sin of the world

e Death




Eduard Schweizer

God is therein precisely God in that he can do what humanity cannot
do: God can allow himself to be rejected, to be made low and small,
without thereby being driven into an inferiority complex.... Whoever
understands the suffering of the Son of Man understands God. It is
there, and not in heavenly splendour, that one sees the heart of God.




Do you work to reshape Jesus in a similar way to what
Peter did?




2. The Counterintuitive Call

And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and
seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan!
For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the
things of man.”

And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If
anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his
cross and follow me. Mark 8:32-34




Bonhoeffer

The cross is laid on every Christian. The first Christ-suffering which every man
must experience is the call to abandon the attachments of this world. It is
that dying of the old man which is the result of his encounter with Christ. As
we embark upon discipleship we surrender ourselves to Christ in union with
his death—we give over our lives to death. Thus it begins; the cross is not

the terrible end to an otherwise god-fearing and happy life, but it meets us
at the beginning of our communion with Christ. When Christ calls a man, he

bids him come and die. It may be a death like that of the first disciples who
had to leave home and work to follow him, or it may be a death like Luther’s,
who had to leave the monastery and go out into the world. But it is the same
death every time—death in Jesus Christ, the death of the old man at his call.




John Piper

If you follow Jesus only because he makes life easy now, it will look to
the world as though you really love what they [non-Christians] love,
and Jesus just happens to provide it for you. But if you suffer with Jesus
in the pathway of love because he is your supreme treasure, then it will
be apparent to the world that your heart is set on a different fortune
than theirs. This is why Jesus demands that we deny ourselves and take
up our cross and follow him.




3. The Counterintuitive Consequence

For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life
for my sake and the gospel’s will save it. For what does it profit a man
to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul? For what can a man give in
return for his soul? For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in
this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son of Man also
be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy
angels.” Mark 8:35-38




C S Lewis — Mere Christianity

Give up yourself, and you will find your real self. Lose your life and you

will save it. Submit to death, the death of your ambitions and favourite

wishes every day and the death of your whole body in the end: Submit

with every fibre of your being, and you will find eternal life. Keep back
nothing. Nothing that you have not given away will be really yours.
Nothing in you that has not died will ever be raised from the dead.

Look for yourself, and you will find in the long run only hatred,
loneliness, despair, rage, ruin, and decay. But look for Christ and you
will find Him, and with Him everything else thrown in.




Luther

Discipleship is not limited to what you can comprehend--it must transcend
all comprehension. Plunge into the deep waters beyond your own
comprehension, and | will help you to comprehend even as | do.
Bewilderment is the true comprehension. Not to know where you are going
is the true knowledge. My comprehension transcends yours. Thus Abraham
went forth from his father and not knowing whither he went. He trusted
himself to my knowledge, and cared not for his own, and thus he took the
right road and came to his journey's end. Behold, that is the way of the cross.
You cannot find it yourself, so you must let me lead you as though you were a
blind man. Wherefore it is not you, no man, no living creature, but | myself,
who instruct you by my word and Spirit in the way you should go. Not the
work which you choose, not the suffering you devise, but the road which is
clean contrary to all that you choose or contrive or desire--that is the road
you must take. To that | call you and in that you must be my disciple.
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