Mark 2:13-17

He went out again beside the sea,and all the crowd was

coming to him, and he was teaching them. And as he passed

by, he saw Levi the son of Alphaeus'sitting at the tax booth,

ﬁnd he said to him, “Follow me.™ And he rose and followed
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And as he reclined at table in hi‘.’s*?hi()ﬁ?&‘ei?..many tax collectors
and sinners were reclining with Jesus and his disciples, for
there were many who followed him. And the scribes of the
Pharisees, when they saw that he was eating with sinners and
tax collectors, said to his disciples,“Why does he eat with
tax collectors and sinners?” Andwhen Jesus heard it, he said
to them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician,
but those who are sick. I came not to call the righteous, but
sinners.” Mark 2:13-17
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PART /- THE INCEPTION OF CHRISTIAN CULTURE



Mark tells us three things about
Christian culture .

1. Jesus inaugurated a subvers-lve counterculture
28 Cultural 1dent1ty is not perf&)rmance based




1. Jesus Inaugurated a Subversive
Counterculture

And the scribes of the Pharlsees when they saw that he
was eatmg with sinners and tax eﬁllectors said to his
disciples, “Why does he eat w1th tax. collectors and
smners7 And when Jesus: hejj";;d,-11._.,%;£Z";éjsa1d to them,
“Those who are well have no'need of a physician, but
those Who are sick. I came not t’t ca‘Il the righteous, but

sinners.” Mark 2:16- 17




Subversive Counterculture | f aSu._ )C ulture

Subvert - Undermine the power x
and authority of (an estal;l)glls d an ethmc regional,

iltcelllm E)r 1{1sfllt1%tlon)oﬁte 1e:eon._;'--,-j-_1c or social group

iddle English: from e

French subvertir or Latin =~ ekhlf)}ting characteristic

subvertere, from sub- 'from .. -;-;pa_tterns of behaviour

below' + vertere 'to turn - ‘sufficient to distinguish it
g . : | | f]@m others within an

a culture with values and -

customs that are very different __embracmg culture or

from and usually opposed to soclety

those accepted by most of
society



The Church Subculture

It is natural, therefore, that the church defends ... standards
and the members embody them in their life style. This sets
clear boundaries to the extent to which we can mix easily
with those whose life styles are very different from ours. We
avulckly feel not only uneasy, but-actually compromised.

hat is more we sense that the ‘atmos: ,j\_;here in such settings
may be inimical to our spiritual growt’ < 5

Yet if that becomes our dominant '--.f-'-:trtude then we find
ourselves increasingly cut off, espeeially in social rather
than work contexts, from those who are different from us in
not believing. The church develops an’ entire subculture of
its own and is increasingly insulated from ‘the world’. To
that extent its witness and missionary effectiveness are
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A Doctor Who Avoids Sick People?

And the scribes of the Pharlsees when they saw that he
was eatmg with sinners and tax eﬁllectors said to his
dlsc1p1es “Why does he eat w1th tax collectors and
smners7 And when Jesus hei‘:j";;d 27 ;:-.f{gé_;sald to them,
“Those who are well have no'need of a physician, but

those Who are sick. I came not t’t ca‘Il the righteous, but
sinners.” Mark 2:16- 17 s & >




Evidence Your Christianity Has
Become a Subculture

e You stay away from people Who don’t go to church because
you are concerned about thelr effe,gt on you

 You don’t know many people Who agen t Christians
* People who aren’t Chrlstlans ﬁ&n t#l‘_'_fie’-;-to hang out with you
e You rarely, if ever, talk about: Jesus Wlth unchurched people

* You are judgemental about the belaav«;l.our of people who
aren’t Christians B LG D

. You aren’t comfortable about talkmg to people about Jesus
unless you have the home ground advantage




Subversively Dealing With Sin

One woman had just become a Christjian’_,an,(;l-;j[?ined the congregation. She was
around 40 years old and divorced. She didn't‘know much about the faith. She
was always living with somebody or other; that was just the way she lived. She
came to me for a year or so because she wals;-.tr&mg to get her life in order, and
I was teaching her how to pray. Sometimes I'd listen to her and think, Should 1
say somethm%about her sexual lifestyle? She's in church every Sunday. She
knows what I believe. She's got to know. something about the Ten
Commandments. But somehow I never felt T-shot sa\si anything. After about a
year, I said to her, "Would you do sometk m?foj me?" She said, “Sure. What do
ou want me to do?" "Would you live celibate for six months?“ "Why would I do
hat?" she asked. I said, "Tm not %omg to,’-;_%l;’\é@.fsy()uﬁatny reasons. I just think I
know you pretty well, and we're frying to tigure.out how to live this Christian
life. Just do it. Do it for me." She said, "Well-I don't see the point of it. But
yeah.” She started to live celibate. After tweor three months, she said to me,
Thank you for that. I have never felt so free. I'didn't know you could live this
way. I know the Bible says somejthm%l about it, but I thought times had changed
so much that you couldn't do this. I don't know anybody who lives this way.
Thank you. This is wonderful. Things are coming together for me.” She thought
she was coming to me to bless her in her life the way she was; at some point it
seemed right to interfere with that. Thankfully, 1 waited long enough, so the
Seventh Commandment became a word of freedom to her rather than some

kind of oppression. Eugene Peterson




2. Cultural Identity is Not
Performance Based

He went out again beside the sea,and all the crowd was
coming to him, and he was teaching them. And as he passed
by, he saw Levi the son of Alphaeus'sitting at the tax booth,
ﬁnd he said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed
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And as he reclined at table in hij?'S?ffhf(}ﬁ-?ﬁ‘e;’,'-..many tax collectors
and sinners were reclining with Jesus and his disciples, for
there were many who followed him. And the scribes of the
Pharisees, when they saw that he was eating with sinners and
tax collectors, said to his disciples,”Why does he eat with
tax collectors and sinners?” Andwhen Jesus heard it, he said
to them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician,
but those who are sick. I came not to call the righteous, but
sinners.” Mark 2:13-17
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The Scribes

* You are somebody because of what you do.

» How do we act like the scrlbes? sl
» By saying that this message woqld r*eally good for
someone [ know = 3;: UL
e [ have this squared away but thei_'jfz';seally need to hear it
By reading through the bible W1th»1heolog1cal orids so that it
says what we want it to say rath er*fhan what it says
« By emphasizing knowledge rat "I‘,;.,_"'rf than obedience and love

e The fruit of the spirit needs to grow alongs1de the gifts of the spirit -
why do you think that 1 Corinthians 13 exists - the fruit was not there




Tim Chester

The teachers of the law created a system that allowed them to
feel superior, and then lifted not one finger to help others.
Think how_this might play out'teday. Today's Pharisees might
condemn the poor for their dysfunctional families, but lift not
one finger to help. Today’s -Phaﬂgee_;%m],ght condemn the poor
for their excessive drinking, but lift not one finger to ease
their pain. Today’s Pharisees.might condemn the poor for
their laziness, but lift not one ﬁlng;e;n_to;_prowde employment.
Today’s Pharisees might condemn the poor for their
abortions, but lift not one finger t0 adopt unwanted children.
I'm not defending dysfunctional families, drunkenness, and
so on. But we can’t condemn these things at a distance. That’s
legalism. We must come alongside, proclaiming and
demonstrating the transforming grace of God.




Are You Good Enough to Go to Church?

-',.-- J\:_

Jesus is handing out God s part%mvuatlons They read:

“You're 1nv1ted to my party in the new creation. Come as
you are.” The religious leaders a,greed there was a party

and an invitation and even that itwas p0551b1e to attend.

But when the rellglous leaders paS*sed out the invitation,
they didn’t say, "Come as you__?axrfe " They said, “You've
got to get changed; you’'ve gq;f{?o et cleaned up.” As a

result people didn’t come, because they didn’t think
they were good enough Tim Chester



3. This Counterculture is Attractive

« And as he reclined at table m hls house, many tax
collectors and sinners were rechnmg Wlth Jesus and his
dlsc1p1es for there Were many Wl;p followed him. Mark
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“I like your Chrlst [ do not llk’e‘}@our Chrlstlans Your

Chrlstlans are so unlike your € ;‘;.If"'flxst Clristians. Your
ﬁ*‘“ ;




Tim Chester

We can’t do our work of pointing sinners to the Saviour
unless we spend time with them.:The first thin]g Levi does
after following Jesus is to throw a party. Maybe like Levi you
introduced Jesus to your friends when you first became a
Christian. But after a while you lost contact with those
friends. Perhaps the church schedule left little time. Perhaps
your new behaviour made it hard to hang out with old
friends. Perhaps you were warned of the influence they
might have on you. But those who:avoid the contamination
of sinners are like the Pharisees. Those who earn the label
“friend of sinners”’ are like their Saviour.

e Freeloader week




NT Scholar Scott Bartchy

It would

be difficult to o"Ver'e"S‘t"I'mate the importance of

table fellowship for the cultures of the Mediterranean
basin in the first century of our era. Mealtimes were far

more

than occasions: for;m’dl\ffduals to consume

nourishment. Being welcomed at a table for the purpose
of eating food with another.person had become a
ceremony richly symbolic of frfe._ndshlp, intimacy and

unit
with w.
particu.
persons

. Thus betra al or unfal%ﬁ"- ;
e

[Iness toward anyone
hom one ad shared table was viewed as

arly reprehensible. On the other hand, when
were estranged, a meal invitation opened the
way to reconciliation.






The Marriage Supper of the Lamb

e God will finally sit down W1th smﬂers and eat with them

. This is foretaste of the messianic ’banquet at the end of
time and people want to be W1th Jesys

- Then I heard what seemed to beith;e vq&ce of a great multitude, like
the roar of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of
thunder, crying out, “Hallelujah! Fevr thﬁiord our God the Almighty
reigns. Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the
marriage of the Lamb has come, a%ﬁﬁs%rlde has made herself
ready; it was granted her to cloth rself with fine linen, bright
and pure”— for the fine lmen is the rlghteous deeds of the saints.
And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are
invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.” Rev 19:6-9
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