PART 14 - THE REVEALER OF SECRETS



Mark 4:1-20

Again he began to teach beside the sea. And a very large crowd
gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and satin it on the
sea, and the whole crowd was beside the sea on the land. And he
was teaching them many things in parables, and in his teaching he
said to them: "Listen! Behold, a sower went out to sow. And as he
sowed, some seed fell along the path, and the birds came and
devoured it. Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have
much soil, and immediately it sprang up, since it had no depth of
soil. And when the sun rose, it was scorched, and since it had no
root, it withered away. Other seed fell among thorns, and the thorns
grew up and choked it, and it yielded no grain. And other seeds fell
into good soil and produced grain, growing up and increasing and

yielding thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold.” And he said,
“He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”



Mark 4:1-20

And when he was alone, those around him with the twelve asked
him about the parables. And he said to them, "To you has been
given the secret of the kingdom of God, but for those outside
everything is in parables, so that “they may indeed see but not

perceive, and may indeed hear but not understand, lest they should
turn and be forgiven.”



Mark 4:1-20

And he said to them, "Do you not understand this parable? How
then will you understand all the parables? The sower sows the word.
And these are the ones along the path, where the word is sown:
when they hear, Satan immediately comes and takes away the word
that is sown in them. And these are the ones sown on rocky ground:
the ones who, when they hear the word, immediately receive it with
joy. And they have no root in themselves, but endure for a while;
then, when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word,
immediately they fall away. And others are the ones sown among
thorns. They are those who hear the word, but the cares of the
world and the deceitfulness of riches and the desires for other
things enter in and choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. But
those that were sown on the good soil are the ones who hear the
word and accept it and bear fruit, thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a
hundredfold.”



1. The power of the Kingdom
2. The secrets of the Kingdom
3. Discipleship & the Kingdom



1. The Power of the Kingdom

* "Listen! Behold, a sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some
seed ... The sower sows the word.” Mark 4:3—4, 14



Creative Power

And God said, "Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to
separate the day from the night. And let them be for signs and for
seasons, and for days and years, and let them be lights in the
expanse of the heavens to give light upon the earth.” And it was so.
And God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day
and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. Genesis 1:14-16



Ways thatYou Can Value the Word

* Read it

* Study it

* Act upon it

* Meditate on it

* Memorise it

* Reflect onit

* Prepare for it (Saturday night/Sunday Morning)

* Think earnestly about what is sung, prayed and preached at
church

* Trust in the truth you already have



2. The Secrets of the Kingdom

And when he was alone, those around him with the twelve asked
him about the parables. And he said to them, "To you has been
given the secret of the kingdom of God, but for those outside
everything is in parables, so that “they may indeed see but not
perceive, and may indeed hear but not understand, lest they should
turn and be forgiven.” And he said to them, "Do you not understand
this parable? How then will you understand all the parables? Mark
4:10—13



Would You Have Got It?

Behold, a sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seed fell
along the path, and the birds came and devoured it. Other seed fell
on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil, and immediately
it sprang up, since it had no depth of soil. And when the sun rose, it
was scorched, and since it had no root, it withered away. Other seed
fellamong thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it
yielded no grain. And other seeds fell into good soil and produced
grain, growing up and increasing and yielding thirtyfold and
sixtyfold and a hundredfold.” Mark 4:3-8



Trust is an Inescapable Component of
Personal Knowledge

* ...ifanyone loves God, he is known by God. 1 Corinthians 8:3
* “The Lord knows those who are his,” 2 Timothy 2:19

* | never knew you. Matthew 7:23

* What Secrets Does God Want to Share with You?

* The friendship (or The secret counsel) of the LORD is for those
who fear him, and he makes known to them his covenant. Psalm

25:14



3. Discipleship in the Kingdom

The sower sows the word. And these are the ones along the path,
where the word is sown: when they hear, Satan immediately comes
and takes away the word that is sown in them. And these are the
ones sown on rocky ground: the ones who, when they hear the
word, immediately receive it with joy. And they have no root in
themselves, but endure for a while; then, when tribulation or
persecution arises on account of the word, immediately they fall
away. And others are the ones sown among thorns. They are those
who hear the word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness
of riches and the desires for other things enter in and choke the
word, and it proves unfruitful. But those that were sown on the
1g_;ood soil are the ones who hear the word and accept it and bear
ruit, thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold.” Mark 4:14—20






4, Tests of Discipleship

* A hard heart
* A shallow heart
e A divided heart
* A good heart



A Hard Heart

And these are the ones along the path, where the word
is sown: when they hear, Satan immediately comes and
takes away the word that is sown in them. Mark 4:15




A Shallow Heart

™ And these are the ones sown on rocky ground: the
"1 ones who, when they hear the word, immediately
receive it with joy. And they have no root in

| themselves, but endure for a while; then, when

. S tribulation or persecution arises on account of the
% v word, immediately they fall away. Mark 4:16-17




A Divided Heart

And others are the ones sown among thorns. They are
® those who hear the word, but the cares of the world and
% the deceitfulness of riches and the desires for other



A Good Heart

« ones who hear the word and accept it and bear fruit,
. thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold. Mark 4:20



