
The Intermingling of Faith & 
Mercy
Mark 10:46-52



Mark 10:46-52

And they came to Jericho. And as he was leaving Jericho with his 
disciples and a great crowd, Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, the son of 

Timaeus, was sitting by the roadside. And when he heard that it was 
Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, 
have mercy on me!” And many rebuked him, telling him to be silent. 

But he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” And 
Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” And they called the blind man, 

saying to him, “Take heart. Get up; he is calling you.” And throwing off 
his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. And Jesus said to him, 

“What do you want me to do for you?” And the blind man said to him, 
“Rabbi, let me recover my sight.” And Jesus said to him, “Go your way; 
your faith has made you well.” And immediately he recovered his sight 

and followed him on the way.



In Mark 10:46-52 we learn at least 4 things 
about faith …

• Faith comes through hearing
• Faith admits weakness and misery
• Faith overtakes the whole person
• Faith provokes mercy



1. Faith Comes Through Hearing

And they came to Jericho. And as he was leaving Jericho with his 
disciples and a great crowd, Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, the son of 

Timaeus, was sitting by the roadside. And when he heard that it was 
Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, 

have mercy on me!” Mark 10:46–47



How Did the Blind Man Know It Was Jesus?

As he drew near to Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside 
begging. And hearing a crowd going by, he inquired what this meant. 

They told him, “Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.” Luke 18:35–37



St Francis of Assisi

Preach the gospel. If necessary use words.



Faith Comes by Hearing

For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” How 
then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how 
are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how 
are they to hear without someone preaching? And how are they to 
preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the 

feet of those who preach the good news!” … So faith comes from 
hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. Romans 10:13–17



2. Faith Admits Weakness and Misery

And they came to Jericho. And as he was leaving Jericho with his 
disciples and a great crowd, Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, the son of 

Timaeus, was sitting by the roadside. And when he heard that it was 
Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, 
have mercy on me!” And many rebuked him, telling him to be silent. 

But he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” Mark 
10:46–48



Daniel 9:1-19 … A Plea for Mercy

In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, by descent a Mede, who was 
made king over the realm of the Chaldeans— in the first year of his reign, I, 
Daniel, perceived in the books the number of years that, according to the 

word of the LORD to Jeremiah the prophet, must pass before the end of the 
desolations of Jerusalem, namely, seventy years. 

Then I turned my face to the Lord God, seeking him by prayer and pleas for 
mercy with fasting and sackcloth and ashes. I prayed to the LORD my God 
and made confession, saying, “O Lord, the great and awesome God, who 
keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his 

commandments, we have sinned and done wrong and acted wickedly and 
rebelled, turning aside from your commandments and rules. We have not 

listened to your servants the prophets, who spoke in your name to our kings, 
our princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the land. 



To you, O Lord, belongs righteousness, but to us open shame, as at this day, 
to the men of Judah, to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and to all Israel, those 
who are near and those who are far away, in all the lands to which you have 

driven them, because of the treachery that they have committed against 
you. To us, O LORD, belongs open shame, to our kings, to our princes, and to 
our fathers, because we have sinned against you. To the Lord our God belong 

mercy and forgiveness, for we have rebelled against him and have not 
obeyed the voice of the LORD our God by walking in his laws, which he set 
before us by his servants the prophets. All Israel has transgressed your law 
and turned aside, refusing to obey your voice. And the curse and oath that 
are written in the Law of Moses the servant of God have been poured out 

upon us, because we have sinned against him. 



He has confirmed his words, which he spoke against us and against our 
rulers who ruled us, by bringing upon us a great calamity. For under the 

whole heaven there has not been done anything like what has been 
done against Jerusalem. As it is written in the Law of Moses, all this 
calamity has come upon us; yet we have not entreated the favour of 
the LORD our God, turning from our iniquities and gaining insight by 
your truth. Therefore the LORD has kept ready the calamity and has 

brought it upon us, for the LORD our God is righteous in all the works 
that he has done, and we have not obeyed his voice. And now, O Lord 

our God, who brought your people out of the land of Egypt with a 
mighty hand, and have made a name for yourself, as at this day, we 

have sinned, we have done wickedly. 



“O Lord, according to all your righteous acts, let your anger and your wrath 
turn away from your city Jerusalem, your holy hill, because for our sins, and 
for the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and your people have become a 
byword among all who are around us. Now therefore, O our God, listen to 

the prayer of your servant and to his pleas for mercy, and for your own sake, 
O Lord, make your face to shine upon your sanctuary, which is desolate. O 

my God, incline your ear and hear. Open your eyes and see our desolations, 
and the city that is called by your name.

For we do not present our pleas before you because of our righteousness, 
but because of your great mercy. O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive. O Lord, pay 

attention and act. Delay not, for your own sake, O my God, because your city 
and your people are called by your name.”



The Cry for Mercy Communicates …

I am in trouble and I can’t do anything about it
You can do something and I am appealing to your character to act on 

my behalf



The kingdom of heaven is not for the well meaning but for the 
desperate. Are you desperate?



3. Faith Overtakes the Whole Person

And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out 
and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” And many rebuked 

him, telling him to be silent. But he cried out all the more, “Son of 
David, have mercy on me!” And Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” And 

they called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart. Get up; he is 
calling you.” And throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to 

Jesus. Mark 10:47–50



4. Faith Provokes Mercy in Jesus

And Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?” And the 
blind man said to him, “Rabbi, let me recover my sight.” And Jesus said 
to him, “Go your way; your faith has made you well.” And immediately 

he recovered his sight and followed him on the way. Mark 10:51–52



What do you want me to do for you?

Mark 10:51

And Jesus said to him, “What do 
you want me to do for you?” And 
the blind man said to him, “Rabbi, 

let me recover my sight.”

Mark 10:36-37

He said to them, “What do you 
want me to do for you?” And they 
said to him, “Grant us to sit, one 

at your right hand and one at your 
left, in your glory.”



James 4:1-3

What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, 
that your passions are at war within you? You desire and do not have, 
so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. 
You do not have, because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, 
because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions. James 4:1–3
• There are two errors in asking:

1. Not asking God
2. Asking for the wrong reasons



Character Witness 1

“The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and 
abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love 

(mercy) for thousands … Exodus 34:6–7



Character Witness 2

But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: The steadfast love of 
the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are 

new every morning; great is your faithfulness. “The LORD is my 
portion,” says my soul, “therefore I will hope in him.” Lamentations 

3:21–24



Character Witness 3

And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once 
walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the 

power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of 
disobedience— among whom we all once lived in the passions of our 
flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by 
nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. But God, being rich 
in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when 
we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ … 

Ephesians 2:1–5



Isaiah 53:4

Surely he has borne our griefs (infirmities) and carried our sorrows 
(diseases); yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and 

afflicted.



Mark 10:52

Jesus said to him, “Go your way; your faith has made you well.” And 
immediately he recovered his sight and followed him on the way. Mark 

10:52
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