PART 13 - VILLAINS, RESCUERS & FORGIVENESS



Mark 3:22-30

And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem were saying, “He
is possessed by Beelzebul,” and “by the prince of demons he casts
out the demons.” And he called them to him and said to them in
parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan? If a kingdom is divided
against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. And if a house is divided
against itself, that house will not be able to stand. And if Satan has
risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but is
coming to an end. But no one can enter a strong man’s house and
plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man. Then
Indeed he may plunder his house.

“Truly, | say to you, all sins will be forgiven the children of man,
and whatever blasphemies they utter, but whoever blasphemes
against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is guilty of an
eternal sin”— for they were saying, “He has an unclean spirit.”




Today we will see ...

1. The villain of the story

2. Jesus has come to rescue you from the villain

3. Rescue is impossible if you malign the rescuer




1. The Villain of the Story

And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem were
saying, “He is possessed by Beelzebul,” and “by the prince of
demons he casts out the demons.” Mark 3:22




The Fall of the Devil

“How you are fallen from heaven, O Day Star, son of Dawn! How
you are cut down to the ground, you who laid the nations low!
You said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to heaven; above the stars of
God | will set my throne on high; | will sit on the mount of
assembly in the far reaches of the north; | will ascend above the
heights of the clouds; | will make myself like the Most High.” But
yllzulazrelgrought down to Sheol, to the far reaches of the pit. Isaiah

And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great red dragon,
with seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads seven diadems.
His tail swept down a third of the stars of heaven and cast them to
the earth. Revelation 12:3—4




Three Contributors to Trouble




David Powlison

Our enemy works within the fog of war, and God does not
explain all that goes on in the fog. God tells us what we
need to know. His purposes are always practical, never
theoretical, so that we can live faithfully, courageously and
fruitfully. He teaches us just enough, so that we can oppose
the flesh, world and devil that oppose Christ’s glory and our
welfare.




2. Jesus has come to rescue you
from the villain

And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem were saying, “He

is possessed by Beelzebul,” and “by the prince of demons he casts
out the demons.”

And he called them to him and said to them in parables, “How
can Satan cast out Satan? If a kingdom is divided against itself,
that kingdom cannot stand. And if a house is divided against itself,
that house will not be able to stand. And if Satan has risen up
against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but is coming to
an end. But no one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder
his goods, unless he first binds the strong man. Then indeed he
may plunder his house. Mark 3:22-27



The Rescue

... N0 one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his goods,
unless he first binds the strong man. Then indeed he may plunder
his house. Mark 3:27

Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil
has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God
appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. 1 John 3:8

We know that everyone who has been born of God does not keep
on sinning, but he who was born of God protects him, and the
evil one does not touch him. We know that we are from God, and
the whole world lies in the power of the evil one. 1 John 5:18-19



The Limitations of Evidence

Personal bias

Pride

Unteachable

Wilfulness

Interpreters

Deceived

Tunnel vision

Wisdom investments

You just can’t tell some people




3. Rescue is impossible it you malign
the rescuer

“Truly, | say to you, all sins will be forgiven the children of
man, and whatever blasphemies they utter, but whoever

blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness,
but is guilty of an eternal sin”— for they were saying, “He
has an unclean spirit.” Mark 3:28-30




What is the Holy Spirit’s Role?

... when the Helper comes, whom | (Jesus) will send to you
from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the
Father, he will bear witness about me. John 15:26

When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the
truth ... John 16:13

Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is born
of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of
God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which
is born of the Spirit is spirit ... John 3:5-6




Jonah’s Response

Then Jonah prayed to the LORD his God from the belly of the
fish, saying,

| called out to the LORD, out of my distress, and he answered me; out of
the belly of Sheol | cried, and you heard my voice. For you cast me into
the deep, into the heart of the seas, and the flood surrounded me; all
your waves and your billows passed over me. Then | said, ‘/l am driven
away from your sight; yet | shall again look upon your holy temple.” The
waters closed in over me to take my life; the deep surrounded me;
weeds were wrapped about my head at the roots of the mountains. |
went down to the land whose bars closed upon me forever; yet you
brought up my life from the pit, O LORD my God. When my life was
fainting away, | remembered the LORD, and my prayer came to you, into
your holy temple. Those who pay regard to vain idols forsake their hope
of steadfast love. Jonah 2:1-8
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