Life is more like a river than a lake

Listen to Jesus




Hebrews 2:1-4

Therefore we must pay much closer attention to
what we have heard, lest we drift away from it. For
since the message declared by angels proved to be

reliable, and every transgression or disobedience

received a just retribution, how shall we escape if
we neglect such a great salvation? It was declared
at first by the Lord, and it was attested to us by
those who heard, while God also bore witness by
signs and wonders and various miracles and by gifts
of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.



Pay attention to ...

What Jesus said and what he did

It is probably a sin to bore people with God. John Piper
Rewind ...

It isa sinto be bored with God.
A test: God loves you

Yeh, | know

For this reason | bow my knees before the Father, from whom
every family in heaven and on earth is named, that according to
the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with
power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may
dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and
grounded in love, may have strength to comprehend with all
the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth,
and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge ... Eph

3:14-19



The First Command in Hebrews

Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a
heavenly calling, consider Jesus ... Hebrews
3:1

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so
great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay
aside every weight, and sin which clings so
closely, and let us run with endurance the
race that is set before us, looking to Jesus ...
Hebrews 12:1-2



The Corrosive Process of Poor

Spiritual Memory



Old Testament Parallel

Deuteronomy 8:11 "Take care lest you forget the Lord your
God by not keeping his commandments and his rules and his
statutes, which  command you today, 12 lest, when you have
eaten and are full and have built good houses and live in
them, 13 and when your herds and flocks multiply and your
silver and gold is multiplied and all that you have is multiplied,
14 then your heart be lifted up, and you forget the Lord your
God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the
house of slavery, 15 who led you through the great and
terrifying wilderness, with its fiery serpents and scorpions
and thirsty ground where there was no water, who brought
you water out of the flinty rock, 16 who fed you in the
wilderness with manna that your fathers did not know, that
he might humble you and test you, to do you good in the
end.



17 Beware lest you say in your heart, 'My power
and the might of my hand have gotten me this
wealth.' 18 You shall remember the Lord your God,
for itis he who gives you power to get wealth,
that he may confirm his covenant that he swore to
your fathers, as it is this day. 19 And if you forget
the Lord your God and go after other gods and
serve them and worship them, | solemnly warn
you today that you shall surely perish. 20 Like the
nations that the Lord makes to perish before you,
so shall you perish, because you would not obey
the voice of the Lord your God.



We Forget God

Judg 3:7-8 And the people of Israel did what was
evil in the sight of the Lord. They forgot the Lord
their God and served the Baals and the
Asheroth.

1 Sam 12:8-9 ... He brought your fathers out of
Egypt and made them dwell in this place. g But
they forgot the Lord their God.

Ps 78:11 They forgot his works and the wonders
that he had shown them.

Ps 106:13 But they soon forgot his works; they
did not wait for his counsel.




Ps 106:21 They forgot God, their Saviour,
who had done great things in Egypt ...

Hos 2:13 ... she [God’s people] burned
offerings to them [Baal] and adorned herself
with herring and jewellery, and went after
ner lovers and forgot me, declares the Lord.
Hos 13:6 ... but when they had grazed, they
oecame full, they were filled, and their heart
was lifted up; therefore they forgot me.




... Even Identity Reminders

His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life
and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his
own glory and excellence, 4 by which he has granted to us his
precious and very great promises, so that through them you may
become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the
corruption thatis in the world because of sinful desire. 5 For this
very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with
virtue, and virtue with knowledge, 6 and knowledge with self-
control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness
with godliness, 7 and godliness with brotherly affection, and
brotherly affection with love. 8 For if these qualities are yours and
are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful
in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

g For whoever lacks these qualities is so near sighted that he is
blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins.



12 Therefore | intend always to remind you of
these qualities, though you know them and are
established in the truth that you have. 13 | think

it right, as long as | am in this body, to stir you
up by way of reminder, 14 since | know that the
putting off of my body will be soon, as our Lord

Jesus Christ made clear to me. 15 And | will
make every effort so that after my departure
you may be able at any time to recall these
things. 2 Peter 1:3—15



Forgetting God Is Infinitely

Dangerous

For since the message declared by angels proved
to be reliable, and every transgression or
disobedience received a just retribution, how
shall we escape if we neglect such a great
salvation? Hebrews 2:2—3

Woe to you who desire the day of the LORD!
Why would you have the day of the LORD? It is
darkness, and not light, as if a man fled from a
lion, and a bear met him, or went into the house
and leaned his hand against the wall, and a
serpent bit him. Amos 5:18—19



Matthew 25:31—41

"When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and

all the

angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne.

Before him will be gathered all the nations, anc
separate people one from another as a shep
separates the sheep from the goats. And he wi

he will
nerd

| place

the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. Then
the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who

are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom p

repared

for you from the foundation of the world ... "*Then he will
say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed,

into the eternal fire prepared for the devil an
angels.

d his



Evidence of Close Attention

We all want to listen to something. And we make
plans for our listening and we buy things and go
places and make sure we are not distracted. So
how does all this compare to our listening to
God's Word to us in his Son? Are you listening to
that? Are you making provisions for that? Are
your kitchen and your car and your office and
your reading devoted to that?

Evidence and fear of legalism

Serving disciplines

Our attention to Jesus should interrupt
Facebook not the other way around



Paying Attention and Missions

... how shall we escape if we neglect such a
great salvation? Hebrews 2:3



The Best Missional Advertisement

O God, you are my God; earnestly | seek you; my
soul thirsts for you; my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and
weary land where there is no water. So | have looked
upon you in the sanctuary, beholding your power and
glory. Because your steadfast love is better than life, my
lips will praise you. So | will bless you as long as | live; in
your name | will lift up my hands. My soul will be satisfied
as with fat and rich food, and my mouth will praise you
with joyful lips, when | remember you upon my bed, and
meditate on you in the watches of the night; for you have
been my help, and in the shadow of your wings | will sing
for joy. My soul clings to you; your right hand upholds
me. Ps 63:1-8



