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Mark 9:38-41

38 John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in 
your name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” 
39 But Jesus said, “Do not stop him, for no one who does a mighty 
work in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. 
40 For the one who is not against us is for us. 41 For truly, I say to you, 
whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you belong to Christ 
will by no means lose his reward.



Mark 9:42-50

42 “Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it 
would be better for him if a great millstone were hung around his neck 
and he were thrown into the sea. 43 And if your hand causes you to 
sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life crippled than with two 
hands to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. 45 And if your foot 
causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame than 
with two feet to be thrown into hell. 47 And if your eye causes you to 
sin, tear it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one 
eye than with two eyes to be thrown into hell, 48 ‘where their worm 
does not die and the fire is not quenched.’ 49 For everyone will be 
salted with fire. 50 Salt is good, but if the salt has lost its saltiness, how 
will you make it salty again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace 
with one another.”



• Sin is a contagious killer
• Sin requires unconventional warfare
• Sin and salt



1. Sin is a Contagious Killer

“Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it 
would be better for him if a great millstone were hung around his neck 

and he were thrown into the sea. Mark 9:42



Millstone



Why is sin so infectious?

Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death 
through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned— for sin 

indeed was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not 
counted where there is no law. Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, 
even over those whose sinning was not like the transgression of Adam, 

who was a type of the one who was to come ... Therefore, as one 
trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness 

leads to justification and life for all men. For as by the one man’s 
disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s 

obedience the many will be made righteous. Romans 5:12–14, 18-19



Original Sin

“The sinfulness of that estate whereunto man fell, consisteth in the 
guilt of Adam’s first sin, the want of that righteousness wherein he was 

created, and the corruption of his nature, whereby he is utterly 
indisposed, disabled, and made opposite unto all that is spiritually 

good.” Westminster Confession of Faith





You Need a Wartime Mentality …

Therefore be very careful how you live … Galatians 5:15

Therefore, prepare your minds for action, keep sober in spirit … 1 Peter 
1:13

Put on the whole armor of God … Ephesians 6:11



Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around 
like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 1 Peter 5:8

Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the 
passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. 1 Peter 2:11

From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has 
suffered violence, and the violent take it by force. Matthew 11:12



Ed Welch

There is a mean streak to authentic self-control. Underneath what 
seems to be the placid demeanour of those who are not ruled by their 
desires is the heart of a warrior. Self-control is not for the timid. When 
we want to grow in it, not only do we nurture an exuberance for Jesus 

Christ, we also demand of ourselves a hatred for sin. . . . The only 
possible attitude toward out-of-control desire is a declaration of all-out 
war . . . This is modern warfare in which you are not always sure where 

the enemy lurks. It is guerrilla warfare. There are strategically placed 
snipers. You let your guard down for a moment and the village you 

thought was safe opens fire on you. There is something about war that 
sharpens the senses . . . You hear a twig snap or the rustling of leaves 

and you are in attack mode. Someone coughs and you are ready to pull 
the trigger. Even after days of little of no sleep, war keeps us vigilant. 



2. Sin Requires Unconventional Warfare

And if your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter 
life crippled than with two hands to go to hell, to the unquenchable 

fire. And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to 
enter life lame than with two feet to be thrown into hell. And if your 

eye causes you to sin, tear it out. It is better for you to enter the 
kingdom of God with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into 
hell, ‘where their worm does not die and the fire is not quenched.’ 

Mark 9:43-48



John Piper

If you are not at odds with sin, you are not at home with Jesus, not 
because being at odds with sin makes you at home with Jesus, but 

because being at home with Jesus makes you at odds with sin. 



Romans 8:13

• For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit 
you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.

• Be killing sin or it will be killing you. John Owen (The Mortification of 
Sin)



Susanna Wesley

“Whatever weakens your reason, impairs the tenderness of your 
conscience, obscures your sense of God, takes off your relish for 

spiritual things, whatever increases the authority of the body over the 
mind, that thing is sin to you, however innocent it may seem in itself.” 



3. Sin and Salt

Salt is good, but if the salt has lost its saltiness, how will you make it 
salty again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.” 

Mark 9:50



C S Lewis

Good things as well as bad, you know, are caught by a kind of infection, if you 
want to get warm you must stand near the fire: if you want to be wet you 

must get into the water. If you want joy, power, peace, eternal life, you must 
get close to, or even into, the thing that has them. They are not a sort of 

prize which God could, if He chose, just hand out to anyone. They are a great 
fountain of energy and beauty spurting up at the very centre of reality. If you 

are close to it, the spray will wet you: if you are not, you will remain dry. 
Once a man is united to God, how could he not live forever? Once a man is 
separated from God, what can he do but wither and die? … He came to this 
world and became a man in order to spread to other men the kind of life He 

has—by what I call ‘good infection’. Every Christian is to become a little 
Christ. The whole purpose of becoming a Christian is simply nothing else.
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