
Persistent Inheritors 
HEBREWS 6:9-12 



Hebrews 6:9-12 

Though we speak in this way, yet in your case, 
beloved, we feel sure of better things—things that 
belong to salvation. For God is not unjust so as to 
overlook your work and the love that you have 
shown for his name in serving the saints, as you still 
do. And we desire each one of you to show the 
same earnestness to have the full assurance of 
hope until the end, so that you may not be 
sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith 
and patience inherit the promises. 



1. It’s Better … 

Though we speak in this way, yet in your case, beloved, we feel sure of 
better things—things that belong to salvation. v9 



2. There’s Fruit … 

For God is not unjust so as to overlook your work and the love that you 
have shown for his name in serving the saints, as you still do. v10 

 How? 
 But recall the former days when, after you were enlightened, you endured a 

hard struggle with sufferings, sometimes being publicly exposed to reproach 
and affliction, and sometimes being partners with those so treated. For you 
had compassion on those in prison, and you joyfully accepted the 
plundering of your property, since you knew that you yourselves had a 
better possession and an abiding one. Hebrews 10:32-34 

 Let brotherly love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, 
for thereby some have entertained angels unawares. Remember those who 
are in prison, as though in prison with them, and those who are mistreated, 
since you also are in the body. Hebrews 13:1–3 

 



Dionysius Bishop of Rome (A. D. 
170) 
 “This has been your custom from the beginning, to do good in manifold 

ways to all the brothers, and to send contributions to the many churches in 
every city, in some places relieving the poverty of the needy, and 
ministering to the brothers in the mines.” 

 



God Is Committed to His Name 

“For my name’s sake I defer my anger, for the sake of my praise I 
restrain it for you, that I may not cut you off. Behold, I have refined you, 
but not as silver; I have tried you in the furnace of affliction. For my own 
sake, for my own sake, I do it, for how should my name be profaned? 
My glory I will not give to another. Isaiah 48:9–11 



How Does It Work? 

 Whoever gives one of these little ones even a cup of cold water 
because he is a disciple, truly, I say to you, he will by no means lose 
his reward. Matthew 10:42 

 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good 
stewards of God’s varied grace: whoever speaks, as one who 
speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the 
strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be 
glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion 
forever and ever. Amen. 1 Peter 4:10–11 



Loving People + Loving Jesus 

I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you 
clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you 
came to me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when 
did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? 
And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and 
clothe you? And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 
And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one 
of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’ Matthew 25:35–40 



They Were Doing Well But Could Do 
Better 

 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good 
works … Hebrews 10:24 

 Return to how they were going 
 For you had compassion on those in prison, and you joyfully accepted 

the plundering of your property, since you knew that you yourselves had 
a better possession and an abiding one. Hebrews 10:34 



Rewards - Alcorn 

What's the biggest misconception Christians have about giving? That 
when we give money away to a church or ministry, or to help the needy, 
it's gone. While we hope others will benefit from it, we're quite sure we 
won't. We think we're divesting ourselves of money, disassociating from it. 
Once it leaves our hands, we imagine, it has no connection to us, no 
future implications relevant to our lives. 
 
We couldn't be more wrong. 
 
What we think we own will be rudely taken from us, some of it before we 
die, and anything that's left the moment we die. But now is our window of 
opportunity not to divest ourselves of money, but to invest it in heaven. We 
don't have to have everything taken from us. We can give it before 
disaster or death strikes. Now's our chance to give what we can't keep to 
gain what we can't lose. 



Rewards In Scripture 

 Matt 5:11-12 - "Blessed are you when others revile you and 
persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely  on my 
account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven 

 Matt 5:46 - For if you love those who love you, what reward do you 
have? 

 Matt 6:1 - "Beware of  practicing your righteousness before other 
people in order  to be seen by them, for then you will have no 
reward from your Father who is in heaven. 

 Matt 6:6 - But when you pray,  go into your room and shut the door 
and pray to your Father who is in secret.  And your Father who sees 
in secret will reward you. 



 1 Cor 3:12-14 - Now if anyone builds on the foundation [of Jesus] 
with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw— each one's 
work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will 
be revealed  by fire, and  the fire will test what sort of work each 
one has done. If the work that anyone has built on the foundation 
survives,  he will receive a reward. 

 Col 3:23-24 - Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not 
for men, knowing that from the Lord  you will receive the inheritance 
as your reward. 

 2 John 8 - Watch yourselves [don’t be deceived], so that you may 
not lose what we have worked for, but  may win a full reward. 



3. Pursue the Promises 

 And we desire each one of you to show the same earnestness to 
have the full assurance of hope until the end, so that you may not 
be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience 
inherit the promises. Heb 6:11–12 
 Return to the same earnestness you had at the beginning 

 You get the right to it by faith – not primarily by being a descendant 
 Don’t imitate Israel (4:11) imitate Christ (2:10, 12:1-3) 

 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let 
us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us 
run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the 
founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before 
him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right 
hand of the throne of God. Heb 12:1–2 
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