


Mark 5:1-20

They came to the other side of the sea, to the country of 
the Gerasenes. And when Jesus had stepped out of the 
boat, immediately there met him out of the tombs a man 
with an unclean spirit. He lived among the tombs. And 
no one could bind him anymore, not even with a chain, 
for he had often been bound with shackles and chains, 
but he wrenched the chains apart, and he broke the 
shackles in pieces. No one had the strength to subdue 
him. Night and day among the tombs and on the 
mountains he was always crying out and cutting himself 
with stones. 



And when he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and fell down before 
him. And crying out with a loud voice, he said, “What have 
you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I adjure 
you by God, do not torment me.” For he was saying to him, 
“Come out of the man, you unclean spirit!” And Jesus asked 
him, “What is your name?” He replied, “My name is Legion, 
for we are many.” And he begged him earnestly not to send 
them out of the country. Now a great herd of pigs was feeding 
there on the hillside, and they begged him, saying, “Send us 
to the pigs; let us enter them.” So he gave them permission. 
And the unclean spirits came out and entered the pigs; and 
the herd, numbering about two thousand, rushed down the 
steep bank into the sea and drowned in the sea.



The herdsmen fled and told it in the city and in the country. 
And people came to see what it was that had happened. And 
they came to Jesus and saw the demon-possessed man, the 
one who had had the legion, sitting there, clothed and in his 
right mind, and they were afraid. And those who had seen it 
described to them what had happened to the demon-
possessed man and to the pigs. And they began to beg Jesus 
to depart from their region. As he was getting into the boat, 
the man who had been possessed with demons begged him 
that he might be with him. And he did not permit him but 
said to him, “Go home to your friends and tell them how 
much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy 
on you.” And he went away and began to proclaim in the 
Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him, and everyone 
marvelled. 



• Satan is an Enslaver
• Jesus is a Liberator
• Freed people liberate others



1. Satan is an Enslaver

Immediately there met him out of the tombs a man 
with an unclean spirit. He lived among the tombs. 
And no one could bind him anymore, not even with a 
chain, for he had often been bound with shackles 
and chains, but he wrenched the chains apart, and 
he broke the shackles in pieces. No one had the 
strength to subdue him. Night and day among the 
tombs and on the mountains he was always crying 
out and cutting himself with stones. Mark 5:2–5
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David Powlison

The overwhelming majority of evils, individual and 
collective, are not atrocities or paranormal oddities. 
They are everyday trespasses and sins; the common 
passions and fears; the unbelief, anger, lusts and lies 

of our foolishness.



1. Satan is an Enslaver

Immediately there met him out of the tombs a man 
with an unclean spirit. He lived among the tombs. 
And no one could bind him anymore, not even with a 
chain, for he had often been bound with shackles 
and chains, but he wrenched the chains apart, and 
he broke the shackles in pieces. No one had the 
strength to subdue him. Night and day among the 
tombs and on the mountains he was always crying 
out and cutting himself with stones. Mark 5:2–5



The Imago Dei

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after 
our likeness. And let them have dominion over the 
fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and 
over the livestock and over all the earth and over 
every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” So 
God created man in his own image, in the image of 
God he created him; male and female he created 
them. Genesis 1:26–27



Identifying Slavery
• You are driven by something
• You are ruled by something other than Jesus
• You move away from things that bring life
• You ‘miss’ people
• You assume that you see things clearly
• People get in the way and interrupt your life by saying that there may be 

a problem with what you are doing
• Accountability doesn’t work
• You are isolated from other people
• You cry out in the pain of your slavery but don’t want to change 

anything
• You started out feeling like you were in control, now you feel like the 

thing that you had control of has control of you



2. Jesus is a Liberator

Immediately there met him out of the tombs a man with an 
unclean spirit. He lived among the tombs. And no one could bind 
him anymore, not even with a chain, for he had often been bound 
with shackles and chains, but he wrenched the chains apart, and 
he broke the shackles in pieces. No one had the strength to subdue 
him. Night and day among the tombs and on the mountains he was 
always crying out and cutting himself with stones. And when he 
saw Jesus from afar, he ran and fell down before him. And crying 
out with a loud voice, he said, “What have you to do with me, 
Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I adjure you by God, do not 
torment me.” For he was saying to him, “Come out of the man, 
you unclean spirit!” And Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” He 
replied, “My name is Legion, for we are many.” And he begged him 
earnestly not to send them out of the country. Mark 5:2-10



James 4:7

Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, 
and he will flee from you.



How Can You be Freed from Slavery

1. Align yourself with Jesus
2. Confess and repent of sin
3. Submit to Jesus rule
4. Humble yourself
5. Keep yourselves from idols



3. Freed People Liberate Others

As he was getting into the boat, the man who had 
been possessed with demons begged him that he 
might be with him. And he did not permit him but 
said to him, “Go home to your friends and tell them 
how much the Lord has done for you, and how he 
has had mercy on you.” And he went away and 
began to proclaim in the Decapolis how much Jesus 
had done for him, and everyone marvelled. Mark 
5:18–20



The Statue ‘Freedom’ at the US Capitol



Arlington Cemetery - The Price of Freedom
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