
Fear Helps You Draw Near
Hebrews 10:26-31



After Nehemiah Rebuilt Jerusalem

And all the people gathered as one man into the square before the Water 
Gate. And they told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses 
that the LORD had commanded Israel. So Ezra the priest brought the Law 
before the assembly, both men and women and all who could understand 
what they heard, on the first day of the seventh month. And he read from 
it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until 
midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those who could 
understand. And the ears of all the people were attentive to the Book of 
the Law … Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was 
above all the people, and as he opened it all the people stood. And Ezra 
blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, 
Amen,” lifting up their hands. And they bowed their heads and worshiped 
the LORD with their faces to the ground. Nehemiah 8:1–6



Hebrews 10:19-25

Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy 
places by the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way that he 
opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, and since 
we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a 
true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean 
from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. Let 
us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who 
promised is faithful. And let us consider how to stir up one another to 
love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit 
of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see 
the Day drawing near.



Hebrews 10:26-31

For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of 
the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a fearful 
expectation of judgment, and a fury of fire that will consume the 
adversaries. Anyone who has set aside the law of Moses dies without 
mercy on the evidence of two or three witnesses. How much worse 
punishment, do you think, will be deserved by the one who has 
trampled underfoot the Son of God, and has profaned the blood of 
the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has outraged the Spirit 
of grace? For we know him who said, “Vengeance is mine; I will 
repay.” And again, “The Lord will judge his people.” It is a fearful thing 
to fall into the hands of the living God.



1. Fear of God is critical to drawing and staying near

2. Those who don’t stay near will be recipients of God’s fury

3. Better to be carried in God’s hands than to fall into them



1. Fear of God is Critical to Drawing and Staying 
Near

• You cannot know anyone unless you fear/reverence/respect them

• You cannot know God unless you fear him
• The friendship of the LORD is for those who fear him, and he makes known 

to them his covenant (those who do his will are his confidants – ebc). Psalm 
25:14



Do Not Fear But Fear

Now when all the people saw the thunder and the flashes of lightning and 
the sound of the trumpet and the mountain smoking, the people were 
afraid and trembled, and they stood far off and said to Moses, “You speak 
to us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak to us, lest we die.” 
Moses said to the people, “Do not fear, for God has come to test you, that 
the fear of him may be before you, that you may not sin.” The people stood 
far off, while Moses drew near to the thick darkness where God was. 
Exodus 20:18–21
“I tell you, my friends (disciples), do not fear those who kill the body, and 
after that have nothing more that they can do. But I will warn you whom to 
fear: fear him who, after he has killed, has authority to cast into hell. Yes, I 
tell you, fear him! Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? And not one 
of them is forgotten before God. Why, even the hairs of your head are all 
numbered. Fear not; you are of more value than many sparrows. Luke 
12:4–7



Some say …
Fear of God is Not Part of the New Covenant
Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, 
and he in God. So we have come to know and to believe the love that 
God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, 
and God abides in him. By this is love perfected with us, so that we 
may have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so also 
are we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts 
out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has 
not been perfected in love. 1 John 4:15–18



New Testament Fear

• In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with 
loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from death, and he 
was heard because of his reverence. Hebrews 5:7

• Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others. 2 
Corinthians 5:11

• So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace 
and was being built up. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the 
comfort of the Holy Spirit, it multiplied. Acts 9:31

• When Ananias heard these words, he fell down and breathed his last. 
And great fear came upon all who heard of it … Immediately she fell 
down at his feet and breathed her last. When the young men came in 
they found her dead, and they carried her out and buried her beside her 
husband. And great fear came upon the whole church and upon all who 
heard of these things. Acts 5:5, 10–11



A Test for Whether You Fear God

• Jesus in Hebrews 1:9
• You have loved righteousness 

• and hated wickedness

• Do you love righteousness?

• Do you tolerate sin? Yes? No fear of God



Fear is Central to Friendship

• Abraham
• After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” 

And he said, “Here I am.” He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, 
whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a 
burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” So 
Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two 
of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for 
the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God had 
told him. Genesis 22:1–3

• “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I 
know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your 
only son, from me.” Genesis 22:12



John Bevere

• If you fear God you …
• Obey him instantly

• Obey him even when it doesn’t make sense

• Obey him even if it hurts

• Obey him even if you don’t see a benefit

• Obey him to completion

• Abraham nailed all of these

• God has been on my case for the last three months about this – why 
are you boasting about your lack of fear of the Lord



2. Those who don’t stay near will be recipients 
of God’s fury
For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of 
the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a fearful 
expectation of judgment, and a fury of fire that will consume the 
adversaries. Anyone who has set aside the law of Moses dies without 
mercy on the evidence of two or three witnesses. How much worse 
punishment, do you think, will be deserved by the one who has 
trampled underfoot the Son of God, and has profaned the blood of 
the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has outraged the Spirit 
of grace? For we know him who said, “Vengeance is mine; I will 
repay.” And again, “The Lord will judge his people.” Hebrews 10:26–
30



What Was the Old Covenant Punishment?

“If there is found among you, within any of your towns that the LORD your 
God is giving you, a man or woman who does what is evil in the sight of the 
LORD your God, in transgressing his covenant, and has gone and served 
other gods and worshiped them, or the sun or the moon or any of the host 
of heaven, which I have forbidden, and it is told you and you hear of it, 
then you shall inquire diligently, and if it is true and certain that such an 
abomination has been done in Israel, then you shall bring out to your gates 
that man or woman who has done this evil thing, and you shall stone that 
man or woman to death with stones. On the evidence of two witnesses or 
of three witnesses the one who is to die shall be put to death; a person 
shall not be put to death on the evidence of one witness. The hand of the 
witnesses shall be first against him to put him to death, and afterward the 
hand of all the people. So you shall purge the evil from your midst. 
Deuteronomy 17:2–7



2 Thessalonians 1:5–9

God considers it just to repay with affliction those who afflict you, 
and to grant relief to you who are afflicted as well as to us, when the 
Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels in flaming 
fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God and on 
those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will suffer 
the punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the 
Lord and from the glory of his might …



Jonathan Edwards …
Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God
The God that holds you over the pit of hell, much as one holds a spider, or some 
loathsome insect over the fire … and is dreadfully provoked: his wrath towards 
you burns like fire; he looks upon you as worthy of nothing else, but to be cast 
into the fire; he is of purer eyes than to bear to have you in his sight; you are ten 
thousand times more abominable in his eyes, than the most hateful venomous 
serpent is in ours. You have offended him infinitely more than ever a stubborn 
rebel did his prince; and yet it is nothing but his hand that holds you from falling 
into the fire every moment. It is to be ascribed to nothing else, that you did not 
go to hell the last night; that you was suffered to awake again in this world, after 
you closed your eyes to sleep. And there is no other reason to be given, why you 
have not dropped into hell since you arose in the morning, but that God's hand 
has held you up. There is no other reason to be given why you have not gone to 
hell, since you have sat here in the house of God, provoking his pure eyes by your 
sinful wicked manner of attending his solemn worship. Yea, there is nothing else 
that is to be given as a reason why you do not this very moment drop down into 
hell.

At the conclusion of the sermon… Therefore let everyone that is out of Christ, 
now awake and fly from the wrath to come.



3. Better to Be Carried In God’s Hands Than to 
Fall Into Them
• It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. Hebrews 

10:31

• My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. I 
give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will 
snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, 
is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the 
Father’s hand. I and the Father are one.” John 10:27–30



C S Lewis


