
The Presence of God
Because you can’t do it



Could you make-do without God?



Exodus 33:1–6

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Leave this place, you 
and the people you brought up out of Egypt, and go 
up to the land I promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it to your descendants.’ 

2 I will send an angel before you and drive out the 
Canaanites, Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites 

and Jebusites. 3 Go up to the land flowing with milk 
and honey. But I will not go with you, because you 

are a stiff-necked people and I might destroy you on 
the way.” 4 When the people heard these distressing 
words, they began to mourn and no one put on any 
ornaments. 5 For the LORD had said to Moses, “Tell 

the Israelites, ‘You are a stiff-necked people. If I were 
to go with you even for a moment, I might destroy 
you. Now take off your ornaments and I will decide 
what to do with you.’ ” 6 So the Israelites stripped 

off their ornaments at Mount Horeb.



John Piper

If you could have heaven, with no sickness, and 
with all the friends you ever had on earth, and all 

the food you ever liked, and all the leisure 
activities you ever enjoyed, and all the natural 

beauties you ever saw, all the physical pleasures 
you ever tasted, and no human conflict or any 
natural disasters, could you be satisfied with 

heaven, if Christ were not there?



Number 6:22-
26

The LORD said to Moses, 23 “Tell Aaron and his 
sons, ‘This is how you are to bless the Israelites. 

Say to them: 24 “ ‘ “The LORD bless you and 
keep you; 25 the LORD make his face shine on 
you and be gracious to you; 26 the LORD turn 

his face toward you and give you peace.” ’



Mark 4:35-41

35 On that day, when evening had come, he said to 
them, “Let us go across to the other side.” 36 And 
leaving the crowd, they took him with them in the 

boat, just as he was. And other boats were with him. 
37 And a great windstorm arose, and the waves were 
breaking into the boat, so that the boat was already 

filling. 38 But he was in the stern, asleep on the 
cushion. And they woke him and said to him, 

“Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” 
39 And he awoke and rebuked the wind and said to 
the sea, “Peace! Be still!” And the wind ceased, and 
there was a great calm. 40 He said to them, “Why 
are you so afraid? Have you still no faith?” 41 And 

they were filled with great fear and said to one 
another, “Who then is this, that even the wind and 

the sea obey him?”



I Will Be With 
You

But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should 
go to Pharaoh and bring the children of Israel 
out of Egypt?” He said, “But I will be with you … 
Exodus 3:11–12

No man shall be able to stand before you all the 
days of your life. Just as I was with Moses, so I 
will be with you. I will not leave you or forsake 
you. Joshua 1:5



I Will Be With 
You

“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,  
and before you were born I consecrated you;  I 
appointed you a prophet to the nations.” Then I 
said, “Ah, Lord GOD! Behold, I do not know how 
to speak, for I am only a youth.” But the LORD 
said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am only a youth’; for 
to all to whom I send you, you shall go, and 
whatever I command you, you shall speak. Do 
not be afraid of them, for I am with you to 
deliver you, declares the LORD.” Jeremiah 1:5–8



1 Peter 3:18
For Christ also suffered once for sins, the 

righteous for the unrighteous, that he might 
bring us to God …



In that day you will know that I am in my Father, 
and you in me, and I in you. John 14:20



Ravensbourne



Exodus 33:15–
18

And he said to him, “If your presence will not go 
with me, do not bring us up from here. For how 
shall it be known that I have found favor in your 
sight, I and your people? Is it not in your going 

with us, so that we are distinct, I and your 
people, from every other people on the face of 
the earth?” And the LORD said to Moses, “This 

very thing that you have spoken I will do, for you 
have found favor in my sight, and I know you by 

name.” Moses said, “Please show me your 
glory.”



Bill Clem Do you want a crisis proof life or a crisis free life?



Question
What is one thing you could do to help you to 

walk more consistently in the personal presence 
of God?
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