
A Question of 
Identity



What is your biggest failure?



1. Who You Are
V1-17



So they went out and got into 
the boat, but that night they 
caught nothing. John 21:3



Then the disciple whom Jesus 
loved said to Peter, “It is the 
Lord!” As soon as Simon Peter 
heard him say, “It is the Lord,” 
he wrapped his outer garment 
around him (for he had taken it 
off) and jumped into the water. 
John 21:7

When Simon Peter saw this, he 
fell at Jesus’ knees and said, 
“Go away from me, Lord; I am 
a sinful man!” 9 For he and all 
his companions were 
astonished at the catch of fish 
they had taken …” Luke 5:8–9



As soon as Simon Peter heard 
him say, “It is the Lord,” he 
wrapped his outer garment 
around him (for he had taken it 
off) and jumped into the water. 
John 21:7



As soon as Simon Peter heard 
him say, “It is the Lord,” he 
wrapped his outer garment 
around him (for he had taken it 
off) and jumped into the 
water. John 21:7



As soon as Simon Peter heard 
him say, “It is the Lord,” he 
wrapped his outer garment 
around him (for he had taken it 
off) and jumped into the water. 
John 21:7

“Lord, if it’s you,” Peter 
replied, “tell me to come to 
you on the water.” 29 “Come,” 
he said. Then Peter got down 
out of the boat, walked on the 
water and came toward Jesus. 
Matthew 14:28–29



But when he saw the wind, he 
was afraid and, beginning to 
sink, cried out, “Lord, save 
me!” Matthew 14:30



When they landed, they saw a 
fire of burning coals there with 
fish on it, and some bread. 
John 21:9

It was cold, and the servants 
and officials stood around a 
fire they had made to keep 
warm. Peter also was standing 
with them, warming himself. 
John 18:18



When they had finished eating, 
Jesus said to Simon Peter, 
“Simon son of John …” John 
21:15



When they had finished eating, 
Jesus said to Simon Peter, 
“Simon son of John …” John 
21:15

And he brought him to Jesus. 
Jesus looked at him and said, 
“You are Simon son of John. 
You will be called Cephas” 
(which, when translated, is 
Peter). John 1:42



Jesus means to bring the whole 
person into play.



Imagine yourself as a living 
house. God comes in to rebuild 
that house. At first, perhaps, 
you can understand what He is 
doing. He is getting the drains 
right and stopping the leaks in 
the roof and so on: you knew 
that those jobs needed doing 
and so you are not surprised. 



But presently he starts 
knocking the house about in a 
way that hurts abominably 
and does not seem to make 
sense. What on earth is He up 
to? The explanation is that He 
is building quite a different 
house from the one you 
thought of—



—throwing out a new wing 
here, putting on an extra floor 
there, running up towers, 
making courtyards. You 
thought you were going to be 
made into a decent little 
cottage: but He is building a 
palace. He intends to come 
and live in it Himself. C S Lewis



2. Who Are You
v15-17



He is calling Peter’s true 
identity out of him.



“Simon son of John, do you 
love me more than these?” 
John 21:15



“Simon son of John, do you 
love me more than these?” 
John 21:15

Peter asked, “Lord, why can’t I 
follow you now? I will lay down 
my life for you.” John 13:37



Again Jesus said, “Simon son 
of John, do you love me?” He 
answered, “Yes, Lord, you 
know that I love you.” Jesus 
said, “Take care of my sheep.” 
17 The third time he said to 
him, “Simon son of John, do 

you love me?” Peter was hurt 
because Jesus asked him the 
third time, “Do you love me?” 
He said, “Lord, you know all 
things; you know that I love 
you.” Jesus said, “Feed my 
sheep. John 21:16–17



Peter’s true identity could only be found 
in relation to Jesus.



Am I and your love for me the centre of 
who you understand yourself to be?



3. What You Do
v15-17



The more you love and are loved by 
Jesus, the more loving you become.



We love because he first loved 
us. 20 Whoever claims to love 
God yet hates a brother or 
sister is a liar. For whoever 
does not love their brother and 
sister, whom they have seen, 
cannot love God, whom they 
have not seen. 1 John 4:19–20



Who you are is you in relation to Jesus.
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