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John Piper

There never has been a generation whose general view of marriage is 
high enough. The chasm between the biblical vision of marriage and 
the common human vision is now, and has always been, gargantuan. 
Some cultures in history respect the importance and the permanence 

of marriage more than others. Some, like our own, have such low, 
casual, take-it-or-leave-it attitudes toward marriage as to make the       

biblical vision seem ludicrous to most people.



Mark 10:1-13

And he left there and went to the region of Judea and beyond the Jordan, and 
crowds gathered to him again. And again, as was his custom, he taught them. 
And Pharisees came up and in order to test him asked, “Is it lawful for a man to 
divorce his wife?” He answered them, “What did Moses command you?” They said, 
“Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of divorce and to send her away.” And 
Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote you this 
commandment. But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and 
female.’ ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his 
wife, and the two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no longer two but one flesh. 
What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.” 
And in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. And he said to 
them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against 
her, and if she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.”



• An agenda driven question
• Marriage is a covenant
• Marriage reflects a covenant



1. An Agenda Driven Question

And he left there and went to the region of Judea and beyond the 
Jordan, and crowds gathered to him again. And again, as was his 

custom, he taught them. And Pharisees came up and in order to test 
him … Mark 10:1-2



2. Marriage is a Covenant

And Pharisees came up and in order to test him asked, “Is it lawful for a 
man to divorce his wife?” He answered them, “What did Moses 

command you?” They said, “Moses allowed a man to write a certificate 
of divorce and to send her away.” Mark 10:2-4



Parallel Passage

And Pharisees came up to him and tested him by asking, “Is it lawful to 
divorce one’s wife for any cause?” Matthew 19:3



What the Pharisees are Referring to …

“When a man takes a wife and marries her, if then she finds no favour 
in his eyes because he has found some indecency in her, and he writes 
her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out of 

his house, and she departs out of his house, and if she goes and 
becomes another man’s wife, and the latter man hates her and writes 
her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out of 
his house, or if the latter man dies, who took her to be his wife, then 

her former husband, who sent her away, may not take her again to be 
his wife, after she has been defiled, for that is an abomination before 

the LORD. And you shall not bring sin upon the land that the LORD your 
God is giving you for an inheritance.” Deuteronomy 24:1–4



Mishnah – Jewish Oral Tradition

The School of Shammai say: A man may not divorce his wife unless he 
has found unchastity in her, for it is written, “Because he hath found in 

her indecency in anything.” And the School of Hillel say: [He may 
divorce her] even if she spoiled a dish for him, for it is written, 

“Because he hath found in her indecency in anything.” R. Akiba says: 
Even if he found another fairer than she, for it is written, “And it shall 

be if she find no favour in his eyes.”



Mark 10:5–9

And Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote 
you this commandment. But from the beginning of creation, ‘God 

made them male and female.’ ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father 
and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one 

flesh.’ So they are no longer two but one flesh. What therefore God has 
joined together, let not man separate.”



Edwards

The exceptional measures necessary when a marriage fails are of no 
help in discovering the meaning and intention of marriage. Jesus 
endeavours to recover God’s will for marriage, not to argue about 

possible exceptions to it. His opponents ask what is permissible; he 
points to what is commanded. Deuteronomy 24:1–3, he argues, is not a 

pretext for divorce but an attempt to limit its worst consequences for 
women. The divine intention for marriage cannot be determined from 

a text about divorce.



C S Lewis – Mere Christianity

"The monstrosity of sexual intercourse outside of marriage is that those 
who indulge in it are trying to isolate one kind of union (the sexual) 

from all the other kinds of union which were intended to go along with 
it and make up the total union."



Views of Marriage
Consumer
• Emotional relationship
• Less binding
• Your commitment is based on what the 

other person does for you
• You keep adjusting to me because my 

needs are more important than a 
relationship

• If I can get my needs met somewhere 
else then that is where I will go

• Always marketing and selling yourself 
• If you are in a relationship where you 

need to feel it you are not free – you are 
a slave to your feelings

• If you are living together that is a 
consumer relationship

Covenant
• Covenant creates a relationship
• Far more meaningful and far more loving
• It is more loving because it is legal
• It is more committed because it is legal
• Opposite – I will adjust to you because I 

have made a promise – the relationship is 
more important than my needs

• My needs are less important than the 
sustenance of the relationship

• Zone of security and safety where you can 
be yourself

• When you are committed to someone in 
spite of your feelings deeper feelings 
grow

• Covenant relationships bring freedom



Tara Parker-Pope – New York Times

The notion that the best marriages are those that bring satisfaction to 
the individual may seem counterintuitive. After all, isn’t marriage 

supposed to be about putting the relationship first? Not anymore. For 
centuries, marriage was viewed as an economic and social institution, 

and the emotional and intellectual needs of the spouses were 
secondary to the survival of the marriage itself. But in modern 

relationships, people are looking for a partnership, and they want 
partners who make their lives more interesting . . . [who] help each of 

them attain valued goals.



What About Remarriage?

And in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. And 
he said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another 
commits adultery against her, and if she divorces her husband and 

marries another, she commits adultery.” Mark 10:10–12



3. Marriage Reflects a Covenant

When the LORD first spoke through Hosea, the LORD said to Hosea, “Go, take 
to yourself a wife of whoredom and have children of whoredom, for the land 
commits great whoredom by forsaking the LORD” … And the LORD said to 
me, “Go again, love a woman who is loved by another man and is an 
adulteress, even as the LORD loves the children of Israel, though they turn to 
other gods and love cakes of raisins.” So I bought her for fifteen shekels of 
silver and a homer and a lethech of barley. And I said to her, “You must dwell 
as mine for many days. You shall not play the whore, or belong to another 
man; so will I also be to you.” Hosea 1:2, 3:1–3
Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up 
for her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of 
water with the word, so that he might present the church to himself in 
splendour, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy 
and without blemish. Ephesians 5:25–27
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