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| EpheSIans3
And | pray that you belng rooted and establlshed in
love, '® may have power, together with all the Lord’s
holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high

- and deep is the love of Christ, '®and to'know this

- love that surpasses knowledge



Genes:s 43
A Then their father Israel said to them, “If it must be,

 then do this: Put some of the best products of the land in

 your bags and take them down to the man as a glft—a
little balm and a little honey, some spices and myrrh,
'some pistachio nuts and almonds. '? Take double the
amount of silver with you, for you must return the silver
that was put back into the mouths of your sacks.
Perhaps it was a mlstake | ‘



8 Now the men were frightened when they were.
taken to his house. They thought, “We were
brought here because of the silver that was put
back into our sacks the first time. He wants ta

attack us and overpower us and-seize us as slaves

-and take our donkeys.”



" 26 When Joseph came home, they presented to him the
gifts they had brought into the house, and they bowed
e down before him to the ground...
29As he looked about and saw his brother Benjamin, his
own mother’s son, he asked, “Is this your youngest

| brother, the oné you told me about?” And he said, “God
" be gracious to you, my son.” 3° Deeply moved at the sight -

of his brother, Joseph hurried out and looked for a place
to weep. He went into. his private room and wept there. |
31 After he had washed his face, he came outand, . =
controlling himself, said, “Serve the food.”



32They served him by himself, the brothers by
themselves, and the Egyptians who ate with him by
- themselves, because Egyptians could not eat with
Hebrews, for that is detestable to Egyptians. 33 The men
‘had been seated before him in the order of their ages,
‘from the firstborn to the youngest; and they looked at
. each otherin astonishment.



34 When portions were served to them from
~Joseph’s table, Benjamin’s portion was five times
as much as anyone else’s. So they feasted and

drank freely with him. |



Now Joseph gave these instructions to the
steward of his house: “Fill the men’s sacks with as
much food as they can carry, and put each man’s
- silverin the mouth of his sack. 2Then put my cup,

~ the silver one, in the mouth of the youngestone’s

| _sack,. along wlth the silver for his grain.” And he
' did as Joseph said.



6 When he caught up with them, he repeated these
words to them. 7 But they said to him, “Why does my lord
say such things? Far be it from your servants to do
anything like that! 8 We even brought back to you from
the land of Canaan the silver we found inside the
" mouths of our sacks. So why would we steal silver or
gold from your master’s house?°If any of your servants
is found to have it, he will die; and the rest of us w:ll

become my lord’s slaves 2 -



10¢“Very well, then,” he said, “let it be as you say.
Whoever is found to have it will become my slave; the
~rest of you will be free from blame.”
11 Fach of them quickly lowered his sack to the ground
and opened it. 2 Then the steward proceeded to search,
beginning with the oldest and ending with the youngest.
And the cup was found in Benjamin’s sack.



13 At this, they tore their clothes. Then
~ they all loaded their donkeys and
returned to the c:ty



A2 “What can we say to my lord”’!udah replied.
_“What can we say? How can we prove our
innocence? God has uncovered your servants’
- guilt. We are now my lord’s slaves—we ourselves
and the one who was found to have the cup.”*



7 But Joseph said, “Far be lt from me to do such a
" thing! Only the man who was found to have the
cup will become my slave. The rest of you, go back
to your father in peace ag :



27 «Your servant my father said to us, ‘You know that my
-wife bore me two sons. 26 One of them went away from
me, and I said, “He has surely been torn to pieces.” And |
- have not seen him since. ?°If you take this one from me
too and harm comes to him; you will bring my gray head

down to the grave in misery.’ SRl
ap “So now, if the boy is not with us when Igo back to your
servant my father, and if my father, whose life is closely
bound up with the boy’s life, 3" sees that the boy isn’t . .
there, he will die. Your servants will brmg the gray head
of our father down to the grave in sorrow



 32Your servant guaranteed the boy’s safety to my father. |

said, ‘If | do not bring him back to you, | will bear the
blame before you, my father, all my life!’

9 “Now then, please let your servant remain here as my
lord’s slave in place of the boy, and let the-boy return
with his brothers. 3 How can I go back to my father if the
boy IS not with me? No’ Do not let me see the misery that

 would come on my father &



Then Joseph could no longer control hlmself before all
his attendants, and-he cried out, “Have everyone leave
my presence!” So there was no one with Joseph when he
made himself known to his brothers. 2And he wept so

loudly that the Egyptians heard him, and Pharaoh S .
household heard about it. : »
it Joseph said to his brothers, “l am Joseph! Is my father
still living?” But his brothers were not able to answer
him, because they were terrified at his presence.



4Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come close to
me.” When they had done so, he said, “l am your
brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt!...
4 Then he threw his arms around his brother

‘ Benjamm and wept, and Benjamm embraced him, .

weeping. " And he kissed all his brothers and
wept over them. Afterward his brothers talked
with him. . -



5 And now, do not be distressed and do not be
-angry with yourselves for selling me here,
because it was to save lives that God sent me
 ahead of you..® For two years now there has been
famine in the land, and for the next five years
. there will be no plowmg and reaping. 7 But God

sent me ahead of you to preserve foryou a |
remnant on earth and to save your llves by a great
| dellverance ™



8“So then, it was not you who sent me here, but
‘God. He made me father to Pharaoh, lord of his
entire household and ruler of all Egypt. ° Now
hurry back to my father and say to him, ‘This is

| what your son Joseph says: God has made me lord

. .of all Egypt. Come,down to me; don’t delay.
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