Why Friendship is Central

God is one God, three persons. We call it the
Trinity. Another way to look at it is that God is a
friend and has friends. God himself is a friend
and has friends, and God makes us in his image
and likeness for friendship with him and with one
another. Mark Driscoll




Augustine on Friendship

[t is to make conversation, to share a joke, to
perform mutual acts of Kindness, to read together
well-written books, to share in trifling and in
serious matters, to disagree, though without
animosity, just as a person debates with himself.
And in the very rarity of disagreement, to find the
salt of normal harmony, to teach each other
something, or to learn from one another, to long
with impatience for those absent, to welcome
them with gladness on their arrival.




Exodus 33:7-11

Now Moses used to take the tent and pitch it outside the
camp, far off from the camp, and he called it the tent of
meeting. And everyone who sought the LORD would go
out to the tent of meeting, which was outside the camp.
Whenever Moses went out to the tent, all the people
would rise up, and each would stand at his tent door, and
watch Moses until he had gone into the tent. When Moses
entered the tent, the pillar of cloud would descend and
stand at the entrance of the tent, and the LORD would

speak with Moses. And when all the 1Eeople saw the pillar

of cloud standing at the entrance of the tent, all the people
would rise up and worship, each at his tent door.

Thus the LORD used to speak to Moses face to face, as a
man speaks to his friend. When Moses turned again into
the camp, his assistant Joshua the son of Nun, a young
man, would not depart from the tent.
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Deuteronomy 34:10 And there has not arisen a
prophet since in Israel like Moses, whom the

LORD knew face to face ...




Hebrews 3:1-6

Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a
heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the apostle and high
priest of our confession, who was faithtul to him who
appointed him, f'ust as Moses also was faithful in all
od’s house|hold]. For Jesus has been counted
worthy of more glory than Moses —as much more
g%or as the builder of a house has more honour than
the house itself. (For every house is built by someone,
but the builder of all things is God.) Now Moses was
faithful in all God’s house|hold] as a servant, to
testify to the things that were to be spoken later, but
Christ is faithful over God’s house[hold] as a son.
And we are his house[hold] if indeed we hold fast our
confidence and our boasting in our hope.




Jesus on Servants and Friends

12 “This is my commandment, that you love one
another as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no
one than this, that someone lay down his life for his
friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I
command you.

15 No longer do I call you servants, for the servant
does not know what his master is doing; but I have
called you friends, for all that I have heard from my
Father I have made known to you. John 15:12-15

The friendship of the LORD is for those who fear him,
and he makes known to them his covenant. Ps 25:14




God wants to be Friends with
You

And I will walk among you and will be your God, and
you shall be my people. Leviticus 26:12

And I'heard a loud voice from the throne saying,
“Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He
will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and

God himself will be with them as their God. Rev 21:3

Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep
my word, and my Father will love him, and we will
come to him and make our home with him. John 14:23

The Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and
you say, ‘Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, a
friend of tax collectors and sinners!” Lk 7:34




