
The Jesus Effect



The Cosmos is all 
that is or was or ever 

will be. Carl Sagan

• The Cosmos is all that is or was 
or ever will be.



In a universe of electrons and 
selfish genes, blind physical 
forces and genetic replication, 
some people are going to get 
hurt, other people are going to 
get lucky, and you won't find 
any rhyme or reason in it, nor 
any justice. The universe that 
we observe has precisely the 

properties we should expect if 
there is, at bottom, no design, 
no purpose, no evil, no good, 
nothing but pitiless 
indifference. Richard Dawkins



Jesus “did not and could not 
cure that disease or any other 
one … I do not think that 
anyone, anywhere, at any time 
brings people back to life.” 
John Dominic Crossan



In the beginning, God created the 
heavens and the earth. Genesis 1:1



1. His Effect on 
Nature
v19





who was Jesus?



In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. 2 He 
was in the beginning with God. 
3 All things were made through 
him, and without him was not 
any thing made that was 
made. John 1:1–3



he can do whatever he wants



2. His Effect on the 
Disciples
v19-20



God has a keen interest in you not being 
afraid



You Dispel Fear With a God Who Is …

awe-
inspiring

for you & 
with you



3. His Effect on Peter
Matt 14:28-31



And Peter answered him, 
“Lord, if it is you, command 
me to come to you on the 
water.” 29 He said, “Come.” So 
Peter got out of the boat and 
walked on the water and came 
to Jesus. Matthew 14:28-29



Jesus, if it is truly you, then you can help 
me do the impossible



And Peter answered him, 
“Lord, if it is you, command 
me to come to you on the 
water.” 29 He said, “Come.” So 
Peter got out of the boat and 
walked on the water and came 
to Jesus. Matthew 14:28-29

30 But when he saw the wind, 
he was afraid, and beginning 
to sink he cried out, “Lord, 
save me.” 31 Jesus 
immediately reached out his 
hand and took hold of him, 
saying to him, “O you of little 
faith, why did you doubt?” 
Matthew 14:30–31



Fear Dispels Faith By Telling Us …

our 
enemies 

are 
soverign

we are on 
our own



how close did Peter get to Jesus?


