
Successfully Rich
Mark 10:13-31



Mark 10:13-16

And they were bringing children to him that he might touch them, and 
the disciples rebuked them. But when Jesus saw it, he was indignant 
and said to them, “Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, 
for to such belongs the kingdom of God. Truly, I say to you, whoever 

does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.” And 
he took them in his arms and blessed them, laying his hands on them. 



Mark 10:17-22

And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt before 
him and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal 

life?” And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good 
except God alone. You know the commandments: ‘Do not murder, Do 
not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not 

defraud, Honour your father and mother.’ ” And he said to him, 
“Teacher, all these I have kept from my youth.” And Jesus, looking at 
him, loved him, and said to him, “You lack one thing: go, sell all that 
you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; 

and come, follow me.” Disheartened by the saying, he went away 
sorrowful, for he had great possessions.



Mark 10:23-31
And Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How difficult it will be for 

those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” And the disciples 
were amazed at his words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how 
difficult it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go 

through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of 
God.” And they were exceedingly astonished, and said to him, “Then who 
can be saved?” Jesus looked at them and said, “With man it is impossible, 

but not with God. For all things are possible with God.” Peter began to say to 
him, “See, we have left everything and followed you.” Jesus said, “Truly, I say 
to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or 

father or children or lands, for my sake and for the gospel, who will not 
receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and brothers and sisters and 
mothers and children and lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come 

eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and the last first.”



• Don’t miss the man
• Don’t miss life
• Don’t miss Jesus



1. Don’t Miss the Man

And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt before 
him and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal 

life?” And Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good 
except God alone. You know the commandments: ‘Do not murder, Do 
not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not 

defraud, Honour your father and mother.’ ” And he said to him, 
“Teacher, all these I have kept from my youth.” Mark 10:17–20



What are You Missing?



Measures of Success with God

• Have you not put a hedge around him and his house and all that he 
has, on every side? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his 
possessions have increased in the land. Job 1:10

• Blessed is everyone who fears the Lord, who walks in his ways! You 
shall eat the fruit of the labour of your hands; you shall be blessed, 
and it shall be well with you. Psalm 128:12

• Tell the righteous that it shall be well with them, for they shall eat the 
fruit of their deeds. Isaiah 3:10



2. Don’t Miss Life

And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, “You lack one 
thing: go, sell all that you have and give to the poor, and you will have 

treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” Disheartened by the saying, 
he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. Mark 10:21–22



Mark 10:23-27

And Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How difficult it will 
be for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” And the 

disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said to them again, 
“Children, how difficult it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for 

a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to 
enter the kingdom of God.” And they were exceedingly astonished, and 
said to him, “Then who can be saved?” Jesus looked at them and said, 
“With man it is impossible, but not with God. For all things are possible 

with God.” Mark 10:23–27
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The Danger of Riches

But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into 
many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and 
destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is 

through this craving that some have wandered away from the faith and 
pierced themselves with many pangs. 1 Timothy 6:9–10



Randy Alcorn

Tolstoy said, 'The antagonism between life and conscience may be 
removed either by a change of life or by a change of conscience.' Many 
of us have elected to adjust our consciences rather than our lives. Our 
powers of rationalization are unlimited. They allow us to live in luxury 

and indifference while others, whom we could help if we chose to, 
starve and go to hell.



The Barb of Riches

As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor 
to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly 
provides us with everything to enjoy. They are to do good, to be rich in 

good works, to be generous and ready to share, thus storing up 
treasure for themselves as a good foundation for the future, so that 

they may take hold of that which is truly life. 1 Timothy 6:17–19



3. Don’t Miss Jesus

For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was 
rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might 

become rich. 2 Corinthians 8:9
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