
Who’s In Your Boat?



Mark 4:35-41

On that day, when evening had come, he said to 
them, “Let us go across to the other side.” And 
leaving the crowd, they took him with them in the 
boat, just as he was. And other boats were with him.





And a great windstorm arose, and the waves were 
breaking into the boat, so that the boat was already 
filling. But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion. 
And they woke him and said to him, “Teacher, do you not 
care that we are perishing?” And he awoke and rebuked 
the wind and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” And the 
wind ceased, and there was a great calm. He said to 
them, “Why are you so afraid? Have you still no faith?” 
And they were filled with great fear and said to one 
another, “Who then is this, that even the wind and the 
sea obey him?” Mark 4:35–41



In Mark 4 we learn about …

• The purpose of troubles
• The effect of troubles
• The master of troubles



1. The Purpose of Troubles

On that day, when evening had come, he said to 
them, “Let us go across to the other side.” And 
leaving the crowd, they took him with them in the 
boat, just as he was. And other boats were with him. 
And a great windstorm arose, and the waves were 
breaking into the boat, so that the boat was already 
filling. Mark 4:35–37



The Source of Trouble

1. Fallen world
2. Our own flesh (consequences not the devil)
3. Others sin against us
4. The Devil – corrupting, deceiving and devouring
5. For God’s purpose in redemption and his glory



Paul Miller

Often when you think everything has gone wrong, 
it’s just that you’re in the middle of a story.



Moses

Then Moses turned to the LORD and said, “O Lord, 
why have you done evil to this people? Why did you 
ever send me? For since I came to Pharaoh to speak 
in your name, he has done evil to this people, and 
you have not delivered your people at all.” Exodus 
5:22–23



2. The Effect of Troubles

And a great windstorm arose, and the waves were 
breaking into the boat, so that the boat was already 
filling. But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion. 
And they woke him and said to him, “Teacher, do you 
not care that we are perishing?” And he awoke and 
rebuked the wind and said to the sea, “Peace! Be 
still!” And the wind ceased, and there was a great 
calm. He said to them, “Why are you so afraid? Have 
you still no faith?” Mark 4:37–40



Four Effects of Troubles

1. Fear can make you resourceful
2. Fear can cause you to think that God is asleep
3. Fear can cause you to curve in on yourself
4. Fear can be caustic to faith



3. The Master of Troubles

And he awoke and rebuked the wind and said to the 
sea, “Peace! Be still!” And the wind ceased, and 
there was a great calm. He said to them, “Why are 
you so afraid? Have you still no faith?” And they 
were filled with great fear and said to one another, 
“Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea 
obey him?” Mark 4:39–41



Jesus & Jonah
Jesus
• And leaving the crowd, they took him with 

them in the boat, just as he was. Mark 4:36
• And a great windstorm arose, and the waves 

were breaking into the boat, so that the boat 
was already filling. Mark 4:37                                                                                                                  

• But he was in the stern, asleep on the 
cushion. And they woke him and said to him, 
“Teacher, do you not care that we are 
perishing? Mark 4:38 

• he awoke and rebuked the wind and said to 
the sea, “Peace! Be still!” And the wind 
ceased, and there was a great calm. Mark 
4:39

• And they were filled with great fear and said 
to one another, “Who then is this, that even 
the wind and the sea obey him?” Mark 4:41

Jonah
• He went down to Joppa and found a ship 

going to Tarshish. Jonah 1:3
• But the LORD hurled a great wind upon the 

sea, and there was a mighty tempest on the 
sea, so that the ship threatened to break up. 
Then the mariners were afraid … Jonah 1:4–5

• Jonah had gone down into the inner part of 
the ship and had lain down and was fast 
asleep. So the captain came and said to him, 
“What do you mean, you sleeper? Arise, call 
out to your god! Perhaps the god will give a 
thought to us, that we may not perish.” Jonah 
1:5–6

• they picked up Jonah and hurled him into the 
sea, and the sea ceased from its raging. Jonah 
1:15 

• Then the men feared the LORD exceedingly, 
and they offered a sacrifice to the LORD and 
made vows. Jonah 1:16



The true Jonah

The men of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with 
this generation and condemn it, for they repented at 
the preaching of Jonah, and behold, something 
greater than Jonah is here. Matthew 12:41
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