
Feeding - The Nourishment of the Divine Life

Feeding nourishes the newborn babes (new believers) that they may grow and
be saved gradually through the supply of the milk of the word of God.

1 Pet. 2:2 As newborn babes, long for the guileless milk of the word in order that by it you may
grow unto salvation.

Luke 2:4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee out of the city of Nazareth into Judea, to
David's city, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family of David,

Luke 2:7 And she bore her firstborn son; and she wrapped Him in swaddling clothes and laid
Him in a manger because there was no place for them in the inn.

John 6:51 I am the living bread which came down out of heaven; if anyone eats of this bread,
he shall live forever; and the bread which I will give is My flesh, [given] for the life of the
world.

John 6:63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words which I have
spoken to you are spirit and are life.

2 Tim. 3:16 All Scripture is God-breathed and profitable for teaching, for conviction, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness,

Psa. 23:1-2 Jehovah is my Shepherd; I will lack nothing. 2 He makes me lie down in green
pastures; / He leads me beside waters of rest.

John 10:10-11 The thief does not come except to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they
may have life and may have [it] abundantly. 11 I am the good Shepherd; the good Shepherd lays
down His life for the sheep.

Heb. 13:20 Now the God of peace, He who brought up from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great
Shepherd of the sheep, in the blood of an eternal covenant,

Feeding is also by the believers through the mutual shepherding for the
building up of the Body of Christ for the accomplishing of God’s eternal
economy and the achievement of God’s eternal purpose.

John 21:15-17 Then when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, Simon, [son] of
John, do you love Me more than these? He said to Him, Yes, Lord, You know that I love You. He
said to him, Feed My lambs. 16 He said to him again a second time, Simon, [son] of John, do you
love Me? He said to Him, Yes, Lord, You know that I love You. He said to him, Shepherd My sheep.
17 He said to him the third time, Simon, [son] of John, do you love Me? Peter was grieved that He
said to him the third time, Do you love Me? And he said to Him, Lord, You know all things; You
know that I love You. Jesus said to him, Feed My sheep.

1 Tim. 4:6 If you lay these things before the brothers, you will be a good minister of Christ Jesus,
being nourished with the words of the faith and of the good teaching which you have closely
followed.

Prov. 11:25 The blessing soul will prosper, / And he who waters will also be watered himself.

Eph. 4:16 Out from whom all the Body, being joined together and being knit together through
every joint of the rich supply and [through] the operation in the measure of each one part, causes
the growth of the Body unto the building up of itself in love.



The Secret of Feeding
Feeding is the second section of God’s organic salvation. In God’s organic salvation feeding is the continuation of regeneration.
As all mothers know, after a baby has been delivered, the baby needs feeding. Mothers also know that the best way to comfort and
satisfy a baby is to nurse him, feeding him with milk. Feeding is, therefore, the continuation of birth, of regeneration.

Regeneration brings us into a divine existence and makes us divine persons. As the continuation of regeneration, feeding enables
us to maintain and develop our divine existence. Feeding is an ongoing process that will continue through all the following
sections of God’s organic salvation—sanctification, renewing, transformation, building up, conformation, and glorification.
Feeding, therefore, will continue all the way from regeneration to glorification. If we see this, we will not look down on the matter
of feeding. It is by feeding that we receive the element with which God sanctifies us, and it is by feeding that we receive the riches
with which God renews us, transforms us, builds us up, conforms us, and glorifies us.

We feed the newborn babes, the new believers, with the milk of the word, which is the Spirit (John 6:63; Eph. 6:17), for their
growth in the divine life unto their daily salvation (1 Pet. 2:2). In John 6:63 the Lord Jesus said, “The words which I have spoken
to you are spirit and are life.” The fact that the word is life implies that it contains nourishing milk. According to 1 Peter 2, we
feed on the milk of the word in order to “grow unto salvation.” This salvation is not the eternal salvation, which we have already,
but the daily salvation.

The Continual Feeding
The initial feeding is followed by the continual feeding. The continual feeding is to feed the growing believers with the solid word,
which is the Spirit of life (Heb. 5:14), for their maturity in the divine life unto transformation and conformation to the image of
Christ. At first, a mother feeds her baby with milk, but as the child grows, she feeds him with solid food. The principle is the same
in feeding the growing believers. Certain portions of the Bible are solid food. For example, the word concerning the New
Jerusalem in Revelation 21 and 22 is not milk but solid food. If we drink only milk, we cannot mature. In order to mature, we
need solid food.

A mother does not put all the food that she has into the mouth of her small child. Rather, she gives him the proper proportion
daily, and after one, two, and eventually eighteen years, he grows up. This is the right way for the church as a family, a home, to
bring up the new converts.

The proper way is that we first feed on the word so that our spirit will be nourished. Then we study, we learn the word, so that our
mind may be renewed and enlightened. We are not beings who are only spirit, like the angels. We are persons with a spirit and a
mind. For our spirit we need nourishment, and for our mind we need enlightenment, teaching, and education. We should not be
unbalanced. We have to be balanced. In this way our mind will be enlightened day by day by learning the word, and also our spirit
will be nourished day by day by feeding on the word. We need to practice these two sides.


