
C E L E B R A T I N G
C H R I S T

Prepar e  your  h ea r t  t o  we l c ome  th e  K ing

2 0 2 3  A D V E N T  
D I G I T A L  D E V O T I O N A L

Minster Cecil Cross



A D V E N T ,  ( F R O M  L A T I N  A D V E N T U S ,  “ C O M I N G ” ) ,  I N  T H E
C H R I S T I A N  C H U R C H  C A L E N D A R ,  T H E  P E R I O D  O F
P R E P A R A T I O N  F O R  T H E  C E L E B R A T I O N  O F  T H E  B I R T H  O F
J E S U S  C H R I S T  A T  C H R I S T M A S  A N D  A L S O  O F  P R E P A R A T I O N
F O R  T H E  S E C O N D  C O M I N G  O F  C H R I S T .

C O M M O N  I N  C H R I S T I A N  C I R C L E S  A R E  L I G H T I N G  O F  C A N D L E S :
T H E  F O U R  C A N D L E S  R E P R E S E N T  T H E  F O U R  S U N D A Y S  O F
A D V E N T ,  A N D  T H E Y  R E S P E C T I V E L Y  S Y M B O L I Z E  H O P E ,  P E A C E ,
J O Y ,  A N D  L O V E .

S H O U L D  C H R I S T I A N S  C E L E B R A T E  A D V E N T ?  P U R E L Y  A
P E R S O N A L  C H O I C E .  T H A T ’ S  T H E  B E A U T I F U L  F R E E D O M  W E
H A V E  I N  C H R I S T .  H E  H A S  G I V E N  U S  L I B E R T Y  T O  C E L E B R A T E
A N D  W O R S H I P  H I M  I N  T H E  W A Y  T H A T  W E  P L E A S E .  ( J U S T
D O N ’ T  D O  W H A T  H E  E X P R E S S L Y  F O R B I D S  I N  S C R I P T U R E )

I F  T H E  A N G E L S  C E L E B R A T E D  T H E  B I R T H  O F  C H R I S T  S H O U L D
N O T  W E !

Advent

How are you preparing?



L U K E  2 : 7 -  2 0  K J V  

A N D  S H E  ( M A R Y )  B R O U G H T  F O R T H  H E R  F I R S T B O R N  S O N ,  A N D  W R A P P E D
H I M  I N  S W A D D L I N G  C L O T H E S ,  A N D  L A I D  H I M  I N  A  M A N G E R ;  B E C A U S E
T H E R E  W A S  N O  R O O M  F O R  T H E M  I N  T H E  I N N .

A N D  T H E R E  W E R E  I N  T H E  S A M E  C O U N T R Y  S H E P H E R D S  A B I D I N G  I N  T H E
F I E L D ,  K E E P I N G  W A T C H  O V E R  T H E I R  F L O C K  B Y  N I G H T .  

A N D ,  L O ,  T H E  A N G E L  O F  T H E  L O R D  C A M E  U P O N  T H E M ,  A N D  T H E  G L O R Y
O F  T H E  L O R D  S H O N E  R O U N D  A B O U T  T H E M :  A N D  T H E Y  W E R E  S O R E
A F R A I D .

A N D  T H E  A N G E L  S A I D  U N T O  T H E M ,  F E A R  N O T :  F O R ,  B E H O L D ,  I  B R I N G
Y O U  G O O D  T I D I N G S  O F  G R E A T  J O Y ,  W H I C H  S H A L L  B E  T O  A L L  P E O P L E .  

F O R  U N T O  Y O U  I S  B O R N  T H I S  D A Y  I N  T H E  C I T Y  O F  D A V I D  A  S A V I O U R ,
W H I C H  I S  C H R I S T  T H E  L O R D .

A N D  T H I S  [ S H A L L  B E ]  A  S I G N  U N T O  Y O U ;  Y E  S H A L L  F I N D  T H E  B A B E
W R A P P E D  I N  S W A D D L I N G  C L O T H E S ,  L Y I N G  I N  A  M A N G E R .  

A N D  S U D D E N L Y  T H E R E  W A S  W I T H  T H E  A N G E L  A  M U L T I T U D E  O F  T H E
H E A V E N L Y  H O S T  P R A I S I N G  G O D ,  A N D  S A Y I N G ,

G L O R Y  T O  G O D  I N  T H E  H I G H E S T ,  A N D  O N  E A R T H  P E A C E ,  G O O D  W I L L
T O W A R D  M E N .  

A N D  I T  C A M E  T O  P A S S ,  A S  T H E  A N G E L S  W E R E  G O N E  A W A Y  F R O M  T H E M
I N T O  H E A V E N ,  T H E  S H E P H E R D S  S A I D  O N E  T O  A N O T H E R ,  L E T  U S  N O W  G O
E V E N  U N T O  B E T H L E H E M ,  A N D  S E E  T H I S  T H I N G  W H I C H  I S  C O M E  T O
P A S S ,  W H I C H  T H E  L O R D  H A T H  M A D E  K N O W N  U N T O  U S .  

A N D  T H E Y  C A M E  W I T H  H A S T E ,  A N D  F O U N D  M A R Y ,  A N D  J O S E P H ,  A N D
T H E  B A B E  L Y I N G  I N  A  M A N G E R .  

A N D  W H E N  T H E Y  H A D  S E E N  [ I T ] ,  T H E Y  M A D E  K N O W N  A B R O A D  T H E
S A Y I N G  W H I C H  W A S  T O L D  T H E M  C O N C E R N I N G  T H I S  C H I L D .

A N D  A L L  T H E Y  T H A T  H E A R D  [ I T ]  W O N D E R E D  A T  T H O S E  T H I N G S  W H I C H
W E R E  T O L D  T H E M  B Y  T H E  S H E P H E R D S .

B U T  M A R Y  K E P T  A L L  T H E S E  T H I N G S ,  A N D  P O N D E R E D  [ T H E M ]  I N  H E R
H E A R T .

A N D  T H E  S H E P H E R D S  R E T U R N E D ,  G L O R I F Y I N G  A N D  P R A I S I N G  G O D  F O R
A L L  T H E  T H I N G S  T H A T  T H E Y  H A D  H E A R D  A N D  S E E N ,  A S  I T  W A S  T O L D
U N T O  T H E M .

His Arrival



Christ our King

Zechariah 9:9 KJV 
 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy
King cometh unto thee: he [is] just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an
ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass.

Matthew 21:5 KJV 
Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh unto thee, meek, and sitting
upon an ass, and a colt the foal of an ass.

John 12:14 & 15 KJV 
 And Jesus, when he had found a young ass, sat thereon; as it is written, 15 Fear not,
daughter of Sion: behold, thy King cometh, sitting on an ass's colt.

John 18:33-37  
Then Pilate entered into the judgment hall again, and called Jesus, and said unto him,
Art thou the King of the Jews? 34 Jesus answered him, Sayest thou this thing of
thyself, or did others tell it thee of me? 35 Pilate answered, Am I a Jew? Thine own
nation and the chief priests have delivered thee unto me: what hast thou done? 36
Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world,
then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is
my kingdom not from hence. 37 Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then?
Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end was I born, and for this
cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that
is of the truth heareth my voice.

In what ways do you acknowledge Christ as King?



Christ Returns

Acts 1:9-11 KJV 
And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a
cloud received him out of their sight. 
And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men
stood by them in white apparel; 
Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same
Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye
have seen him go into heaven.

In Summary The Lord Jesus the Christ is our High Priest, Prophet and King! The only
begotten Son of God. He stepped out of Heaven to become one of us to redeem us
out of the hand of the destroyer and death unto everlasting life and fellowship with
him and with all that name the Name of the Lord forever!

Are you preparing for His return?




