
The Wounds of Hypocrisy 
Matthew #149 
Matthew 23:15-24  
 
Woe = Here Jesus conveys the threat of judgment and exclusion from eschatological salvation  
 
 
 
proselyte (Exegetical Dict. of the NT) 
Generally speaking, in Jewish usage of the time, a proselyte referred specifically to a Gentile who had 
converted to the Pharisaic brand of Judaism, likely submitting to circumcision, adherence to the Law 
of Moses, and the Pharisaic oral traditions.  
 
 
 
 

This idea of “son of (hell)” in this context means fitted for, belonging to, worthy of, bound for or 
destined for—son of... is found many times in Scripture = literally “a son of death.”  
 
 
 
 
The Pharisees’ converts were attracted to religion, not to God.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hypocritical human rules and tradition cannot justify or protect us from lying. If one made an oath 
and broke it they could say it was okay to break because they swore on the Temple, not the gold. 
 
 
 
 
Jesus was telling these men they were meticulous about minutiae, but they trivialized truth.  


