Life Changing Community Group Discussion Questions

week of 10/5/25

Sermon Summary

In this sermon, Pastor Joel explored the challenging topic of forgiveness through the lens of
Jesus's teachings in Luke 17:1-10. He began by sharing a personal story of being deeply hurt
by a church member early in his ministry, illustrating how difficult forgiveness can be when
we've been genuinely wronged. The sermon examined Jesus's radical command to forgive
others repeatedly, even when they hurt us multiple times, and how the disciples responded
by asking for increased faith to fulfill this difficult duty.

Pastor Joel emphasized that forgiveness is not optional for Christians but our duty as
followers of Christ. He acknowledged that forgiveness is often a slow, painful process,
especially when we're hurt by those closest to us. However, he reminded the congregation
that we are called to forgive because we ourselves have been forgiven by God through
Christ's sacrifice. The sermon concluded with the powerful reminder that we are
empowered by the Holy Spirit to forgive others just as God has forgiven us, and that the
world desperately needs to see this radical forgiveness lived out by Christians.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, as we gather to discuss the challenging topic of forgiveness, we ask that
You open our hearts to receive Your truth. We acknowledge that forgiveness can be one of
the most difficult commands You've given us, especially when we've been deeply
wounded. Help us to be honest about our struggles with forgiveness and receptive to how
Your Spirit wants to work in our lives today. Give us the courage to examine areas where we
might be harboring unforgiveness and the faith to take steps toward healing. We invite Your
presence into our conversation, trusting that You have wisdom to share with each of us. In
Jesus' name, Amen.

Key Verses

Luke 17:3-4
Luke 17:5-6
Luke 17:10
Psalm 137:1-4

Philippians 2:5-11



Questions

e PastorJoel shared a personal story about being hurt by someone in ministry. Can
you relate to his experience of being wounded by someone you expected to support
you? How did you handle it?

e Jesus commands us to forgive others repeatedly, even when they hurt us multiple
times. What makes this teaching so difficult to follow in real life?

e Thedisciples responded to Jesus's teaching on forgiveness by asking Him to
increase their faith. Why do you think forgiveness requires faith?

e The sermon mentioned that forgiveness is our duty as Christians. How does viewing
forgiveness as a duty rather than an option change your perspective?

e Pastor Joel said that being hurt by those we love or who ought to love us is often
more painful than being hurt by enemies. Why do you think this is true, and how
does it complicate forgiveness?

e How does remembering how much God has forgiven us help us extend forgiveness
to others?

e The sermon acknowledged that forgiveness is often a slow process that can take
years. How can we be patient with ourselves and others during this process while
still being obedient to Christ's command?

e PastorJoel said, "Our world needs a people that understand the serious business of
forgiveness and grace." How might our practice of forgiveness serve as a witness to
others in our divided world?

Life Application

This week, | challenge you to identify one person in your life whom you need to forgive or
from whom you need to seek forgiveness. Take a concrete step toward reconciliation - this
might be writing a letter (even if you don't send it), having a conversation, praying
specifically for that person each day, or simply making the decision to release your right to
hold their offense against them. Remember that forgiveness is a process, not a one-time
event, so be gentle with yourself. Each day, ask God to increase your faith and empower
you through His Spirit to forgive as you have been forgiven. Journal about your experience
and be prepared to share (as you feel comfortable) how God worked in your heart through
this process.



Key Takeaways

Forgiveness is not optional for Christians but our duty as followers of Christ, even when it
requires great faith.

Being hurt by those we love or who ought to love us is often more painful and makes
forgiveness more difficult than forgiving enemies.

We are empowered to forgive others because of how deeply we have been forgiven by God
through Christ's sacrifice.

True forgiveness is often a slow process that takes time and requires the work of the Holy
Spiritin our lives.

The world desperately needs Christians to be people who practice radical forgiveness,
especially in times of division and hurt.

Ending Prayer

Gracious God, we thank You for the gift of forgiveness that You've extended to us through
Christ. We confess that forgiveness is often one of the hardest commands You've given us
to follow. When we've been deeply wounded, especially by those closest to us, our natural
response is to hold onto hurt and resentment rather than to forgive. Lord, increase our faith.
Give us the courage to release our right to revenge and to trust You as the ultimate judge.
Help us to remember how much we've been forgiven so that we can extend that same grace
to others. This week, as we encounter situations that require forgiveness, empower us
through Your Spirit to respond with grace rather than bitterness. May our lives demonstrate
the radical forgiveness that can only come from You, so that others might see Your love
reflected through us. In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.



