
 

Life Changing Community Group Discussion Questions 
week of 8/16/26 

Intro Prayer 
Heavenly Father, we come to you today with open hearts and willing minds. As we gather to discuss your 
Word, we ask that you would quiet our assumptions and expand our understanding of your boundless 
compassion. Just as Jesus crossed borders and boundaries to reach people who felt far from you, meet us 
right where we are today. Help each person in this group to receive whatever you have specifically for them 
in this time together. May our conversation draw us closer to you and to one another. In Jesus' name, amen. 
 
Ice Breaker 
What is one place you have traveled to or always wanted to visit, and what drew you to it? 
 
Summary 
The sermon explored two miraculous feedings in Matthew's Gospel: the feeding of the 5,000 (Matthew 14) 
and the feeding of the 4,000 (Matthew 15). Pastor Mark highlighted that these were two distinct events 
separated by four to six months, and that in both cases it was the disciples who physically distributed the 
food to the crowds. A key detail often overlooked is where each feeding took place. The 5,000 were fed on 
the Jewish side of the Sea of Galilee, while the 4,000 were fed in the Decapolis, a region populated by 
Greeks and Romans. In between, Jesus also healed the daughter of a Canaanite woman in the region of 
Tyre and Sidon. 
 
The central message was that Jesus is no tribal deity confined to one nation or people group. Through His 
ministry to Canaanites, Greeks, and Romans, Jesus demonstrated that His compassion extends to all 
people. The disciples' repeated confusion about how to feed the crowds may reflect their assumption that 
Jesus' power and care were reserved for Jews alone. But Jesus corrected that assumption through His 
actions. His willingness to heal and feed Gentiles reveals that He is Lord of all nations, and that everyone 
who calls on His name can be saved. This is good news for every person in the congregation. 
 
Key Verses 
- Matthew 15:32 
- Matthew 15:37-38 
- Matthew 14:19-21 
- Romans 10:13 
 
Questions 

1.​ The disciples had already witnessed Jesus feed 5,000 people, yet they seemed to have no idea how 
He would feed the 4,000. Have you ever found yourself doubting God even after He had already 
come through for you in a similar situation? What do you think makes it so easy to forget what God 
has done? 

 

2.​ Pastor Mark pointed out that the Gospels portray the disciples honestly, including their failures and 
confusion. Why do you think God chose to preserve those unflattering details in Scripture, and what 
does that say to you personally? 

 

 



 

3.​ Jesus did not reprimand the disciples for their lack of faith this time. He simply acted again. What 
does that tell you about the character of Jesus and how He responds to our repeated doubts or 
shortcomings? 

 

4.​ The Canaanite woman called Jesus 'Lord, Son of David' even though her people were historical 
enemies of Israel. What does her faith challenge you to believe about who can come to Jesus and 
how? 

 

5.​ Pastor Mark said, 'Jesus is no tribal deity.' In what ways might we, even unintentionally, treat Jesus 
as if He belongs only to people who look, think, or worship like us? 

 

6.​ The sermon connected the feeding miracles to the Lord's Supper, noting that everyone is welcome 
at Christ's table. How does the open invitation of communion reflect the broader message of these 
two feeding stories? 

 
Life Application 
 
This week, identify one person in your life who might feel like an outsider, someone who may not feel 
welcome in your church, your circle, or even at God's table. Make a deliberate effort to reach out to that 
person with kindness, a conversation, or an invitation. Let the compassion of Jesus, which crossed ethnic, 
cultural, and national lines, move through you toward someone who needs to know they are not forgotten. 
 
Key Takeaways 

●​ Jesus fed both Jewish crowds and Gentile crowds, demonstrating that His compassion and power 
are not limited to any one group of people. 

 

●​ The disciples' repeated failure to trust Jesus, even after witnessing His miracles, is an honest 
reflection of how easily we forget God's past faithfulness when facing new challenges. 

 

●​ Jesus is Lord of all nations, not a tribal or national deity, and His mission was always intended to 
reach every people group on earth. 

 

●​ The Canaanite woman's bold faith and the Gentile crowds' praise of the God of Israel show that God 
was already at work among people outside the Jewish community long before the church formally 
opened its doors to Gentiles. 

 

●​ The Lord's Supper is a weekly reminder that Christ's life-giving presence is available to everyone 
who calls on His name, because everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved (Romans 
10:13, NIV). 

 
Ending Prayer 
Lord Jesus, thank you for reminding us today that your compassion has no borders. You fed the hungry, 
healed the sick, and welcomed the outsider, and you are still doing the same today. Forgive us for the times 
we have doubted your faithfulness even after you have proven it again and again. Forgive us for the times 
we have treated your grace as something meant only for people like us. Expand our hearts to reflect your 
heart, one that moves toward all people with mercy and love. Send us out this week as your disciples, ready 
to distribute what you have already provided to a world that is hungry for you. We pray this in the name of 
Jesus, who is Lord of all. Amen. 
 

 


