
How the Cross 

Changes My Conflict 
James 4:4-10 / 1 Sam 24, 31 

 
 

4:1-3 is the SOURCE of conflict, now 4-10 is how SERIOUS.  The Cross 

proves our hearts are WORSE than others see, that God alone judges 

& justifies.  Conflict CAN be resolved… but that takes strong medicine! 
 

ADULTERER, you have chosen:   The Cross shows 

how serious is your ri______y & rejection   (4-5) 
Spiritual adultery = _____________ possible language.  Its when earthly 
paths seem ________ and God’s paths seem strange.   Its you playing Judge 
and playing God with another’s motives and messiness.     “‘But like a 
woman faithless to her lover, even so have you been faithless to me, O house 
of Israel,’ says the LORD” (Jer 3:20; Isaiah 1:21; 57:8; Ezek16:30). 

  
 

HUMBLE, you have a promise:    The Cross shows your 

sin is W____E than any criticism, but Grace is greater!  (6) 
 
 
 

1 Sam 24:  God makes c_____m caves.  God t____s us in the cave.  

God brings li____ in the cave 
 
 

DOUBLE-MINDED, _____ fully:    The Cross washes you 

to feel ____ly and cleanse ______ly  (7-10) 

     WOW-10 POWERWASHINGS!!   RESULT?   Confessing horizontal: 

1. Avoid if, but, and maybe   (Do not try to excuse your wrongs)  

2. Admit specifically    (Own attitudes and actions that are wrong before God)  

3. Acknowledge the hurt & consequences ("You must have felt embarrassed 
when I said those things")  

4. Ask for forgiveness  

 

SAUL’s DEATH   vs  JESUS’ DEATH:    The Cross 

proves that God is a capable judge and justifier  (7-10) 
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