
Small Group Guide: "Don't Drift Away" 

Hebrews 2:1-4


Opening Prayer & Icebreaker 

Icebreaker Question: Have you ever been in a boat or canoe and 
experienced drifting? What did it feel like when you realized you were off 
course?


Sermon Overview 

This message from Hebrews 2:1-4 warns believers about the danger of 
spiritual drift. Just as salmon swim upstream against the current to reach 
their destination, Christians must actively resist the pull of the world that 
draws us away from Christ. The sermon focuses on three key 
concepts: Pay Attention, Don't Drift, and Don't Neglect.


Key Scripture 

"For this reason we must pay much closer attention to what we have 
heard, so that we do not drift away from it." - Hebrews 2:1


Discussion Questions 

Part 1: Pay Attention (Hebrews 2:1a) 
1. What does it mean practically to "pay much closer attention" to 

what we've heard about Jesus? How is this different from casual 
listening?


2. The sermon mentioned that the first commandment of Hebrews 
is not to labor for Jesus, but to listen to Jesus. Why is listening 
the foundation for everything else in our Christian walk?


3. Share honestly: What currently competes for your attention 
more than Jesus? (Work, phone, hobbies, relationships, etc.)




4. Read Hebrews 3:7-8, 15. What does it mean to hear God's voice 
"today"? How have you heard God's voice recently (through 
Scripture, circumstances, other believers)?


Part 2: Don't Drift (Hebrews 2:1b) 
5. The Greek word for "drift" describes a ship carried past the 

harbor by current—missing safe anchorage. What are the 
"currents" in your life that pull you away from God without you even 
realizing it?


6. Pastor Jeff said, "The mark of a true Christian is he may get lost, 
he may get discouraged, but he doesn't stay there." Have you 
experienced a season of drifting? What brought you back?


7. The sermon used marriage as an illustration—it doesn't end in 
one betrayal but in "a thousand small withdrawals of 
attention." How does this apply to our relationship with Christ?


8. Read 2 Peter 3:17-18. Peter warns about being "carried away by 
the error of unprincipled men." How does growing in grace and 
knowledge protect us from drift?


Part 3: Don't Neglect (Hebrews 2:3-4) 
9. The word "neglect" means to be careless about, to treat as 

unimportant—not to attack or reject. Why is neglect more 
dangerous to believers than outright rejection?


10. Read Matthew 22:1-5 (the wedding invitation parable). The guests 
didn't insult the king; they just had "somewhere else to be." What 
"ordinary, respectable, unremarkable" things crowd out your 
response to God's invitation?


11. How does neglecting our salvation affect our witness to our 
children, coworkers, and friends?


Key Takeaways 

✓ Drifting is passive, not intentional - We don't wake up deciding to 
abandon Christ; we simply stop paying attention and let life's currents 
carry us away.


✓ The Christian life only goes one direction: forward - There is no 
neutral position; we're either rowing upstream or drifting downstream.




✓ We work OUT our salvation, not FOR our salvation - The gift is 
already given; our job is to actively engage with what Christ has done.


✓ "Today" is the operative word - Just like the Israelites gathered manna 
daily, we must seek God daily, not rely on yesterday's experience.


✓ The solution to drift is not white-knuckled resistance but active 
growth - Growing in the grace and knowledge of Christ is how we stay 
anchored.


Practical Application 

Personal Commitment (Choose at least one) 
This week, I will:


1. Name one spiritual discipline that has slipped to last place (Bible 
reading, prayer, worship, fellowship) and recommit to it with a 
specific plan.

• Example: "I will read Scripture for 10 minutes every morning 

before checking my phone."

2. Identify what has been receiving the "much closer attention" 

that belongs to Christ and make one visible change (schedule, 
habit, accountability).

• Example: "I spend 2 hours on social media daily but only 10 

minutes in prayer. I will swap 30 minutes of that time."

3. Reach out to an accountability partner and honestly share where 

I'm drifting. Ask them to check in with me weekly.

4. If you've never truly held onto this salvation, don't delay. Talk to 

your small group leader or pastor about making a commitment to 
Christ.


5. Trade a "hold on" mindset for a "grow" mindset - Instead of just 
trying not to drift, actively pursue one way to grow in Christ this 
week.


Group Exercise: The Drift Assessment 

Take 5 minutes individually, then share:




Rate yourself on a scale of 1-10 (1 = drifting badly, 10 = rowing strong):


• Bible Reading/Study: ___

• Prayer Life: ___

• Church Attendance/Engagement: ___

• Christian Fellowship: ___

• Serving Others: ___

• Resisting Temptation: ___


Discussion: Where are you strongest? Where are you drifting? What's one 
practical step you can take this week in your weakest area?


Closing Reflection 

"The current hasn't stopped running since I started the sermon. It's 
running under this room right now. There's a current when you walk out 
that door and it's not taking you to God. It's taking you away. The mark of 
the true child is that he does not drift for long."


Group Prayer Focus:


• Pray for each member's specific area of drift

• Ask God to help the group "stay in the light"

• Pray for strength to put the oars back in the water

• Thank God for His patience and calling us back when we drift


Memory Verse for the Week 

"Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, so 
that we do not drift away from it." - Hebrews 2:1


Before Next Week 

• Complete your personal commitment

• Memorize Hebrews 2:1

• Be prepared to share how you fought against drift this week

• Read Hebrews 2:5-18 in preparation for next week's discussion





