Small Group Guide: Living Out the Beatitudes

Key Takeaways:

1. The Beatitudes describe how the Christian life should develop, culminating in potential
persecution for righteousness' sake.

2. Living a godly life in Christ may lead to opposition from the world.

3. Persecution for faith is a reality for many Christians globally.

4. Our focus should be on eternal rewards rather than temporary comfort.

5. Letting our light shine for Christ may lead to either persecution or conversion in others.

Discussion Questions:
1. What stood out to you most from the sermon on the final Beatitude? Why?

2. The pastor mentioned Roman's story of transformation. How does this example illustrate the
power of living out the Beatitudes?

3. How do you reconcile the idea of being "blessed" with facing persecution? What challenges
does this present?

4. The sermon emphasized looking beyond our earthly circumstances to eternal rewards. How
can we cultivate this perspective in our daily lives?

5. Discuss a time when you faced opposition or discomfort for living out your faith. How did
you respond?

6. The pastor said, "If you're not living your life somewhere in your life, you're not living your
Christian life, and somebody hasn't come on, at least called you on it, or argued it about, or
even maybe got upset at you because of the way you live, then you're on the right track." Do
you agree with this statement? Why or why not?

Practical Applications:

1. Reflect on your own life: Are there areas where you might be "hiding your light" out of fear of
persecution or discomfort? Commit to one specific action to be more bold in your faith this
week.

2. Practice sharing your testimony: Take turns in the group briefly sharing how God has worked
in your life. This can help prepare you to "give an account for the hope that is within you" (1
Peter 3:15).

3. Pray for the persecuted church: Research and pray for Christians facing severe persecution
in other parts of the world.

4. |dentify your "mission field": Where in your daily life (work, neighborhood, family) can you
intentionally shine Christ's light this week?

5. Memorize Matthew 5:10-12 as a reminder of the blessings promised to those who face
persecution for righteousness' sake.

6. Look for opportunities to serve others sacrificially, following Jesus' example of washing the
disciples' feet.



