


Matthew 2:1-2
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the 
days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east 
came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has been 
born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it 
rose and have come to worship him.” 



1) Jesus Draws, We Search 



John 12:32
And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all 
people to myself.

John 16:15
All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said 
the Spirit will receive from me what he will make 
known to you.

Hebrews 10:15
And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; 



1 Corinthians 1:18-21
For the word of the cross is folly to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of 
God. 19 For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the 
wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? 
Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made 
foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the 
wisdom of God, the world did not know God through 
wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we 
preach to save those who believe. 



Matthew 2:3-8
When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all 
Jerusalem with him; 4 and assembling all the chief priests 
and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 
Christ was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of 
Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:
6 “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no 
means least among the rulers of Judah;



for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my 
people Israel.’” 7 Then Herod summoned the wise men 
secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had 
appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying,
“Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have 
found him, bring me word, that I too may come and 
worship him.”



2) Jesus Challenges
our kingship



INDIFFERENCE



2 Timothy 3:7
always learning and never able to arrive at a 
knowledge of the truth



“There may be knowledge of Scripture in the head, while 
there is no grace in the heart…Their heads were better 
than their hearts. Let us all beware of resting satisfied 
with head-knowledge. It is an excellent thing, when 
rightly used. But a man may have much of it, and yet 
perish everlastingly. What is the state of our hearts?
This is the great question.”

JC Ryle



HOSTILITY



Psalm 2:10-12
Now therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, O rulers 
of the earth. 11 Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice 
with trembling. 12 Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and 
you perish in the way, for his wrath is quickly kindled. 
Blessed are all who take refuge in him.



Matthew 2:9-12
After listening to the king, they went on their way. And 
behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before 
them until it came to rest over the place where the child 
was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly 
with great joy. 11 And going into the house, they saw the 
child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and 
worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered 
him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12 And being 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to 
their own country by another way.



3) Jesus’s Kingship
Compels Us to Worship



“They had set their hearts on seeing Him "who was born 
King of the Jews;" and they never rested until they saw Him. 
They prove to us the truth of the old saying, "Where there is 
a will there is a way.” They saw no miracles to convince them. 
They heard no teaching to persuade them. They beheld no 
signs of divinity and greatness to overawe them. They saw 
nothing but a new-born infant, helpless and weak, and needing 
a mother's care like any one of ourselves. And yet when they 
saw that infant, they believed that they saw the divine Savior 
of the world. "They fell down and worshiped Him.”                                                                          

JC Ryle



Gold - emphasizing Jesus' royalty



Frankincense - emphasizing Jesus' deity



Myrrh - emphasizing Jesus' humanity



“Like the wise men, let us put aside our pretense and 
our pride, and let's worship this King.”

David Platt




