


Awakening to the
Value of The Church

1 Peter 2:1-12



Acts 26:9-11
“I myself was convinced that I ought to do many things in 
opposing the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 10 And I did so 
in Jerusalem. I not only locked up many of the saints in 
prison after receiving authority from the chief priests, but 
when they were put to death I cast my vote against them. 
11 And I punished them often in all the synagogues and 
tried to make them blaspheme, and in raging fury against 
them I persecuted them even to foreign cities.



Acts 26:12-15
“In this connection I journeyed to Damascus with the 
authority and commission of the chief priests. 13 At 
midday, O king, I saw on the way a light from heaven, 
brighter than the sun, that shone around me and those 
who journeyed with me. 14 And when we had all fallen to 
the ground, I heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew 
language, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me? It is hard 
for you to kick against the goads.’ 15 And I said, ‘Who are 
you, Lord?’ And the Lord said, ‘I am Jesus whom you are 
persecuting.



1 Timothy 1:15
The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners,
of whom I am the foremost.



1 Peter 2:1-12
So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and 
envy and all slander. 2 Like newborn infants, long for the 
pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into 
salvation— 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is 
good. 4 As you come to him, a living stone rejected by 
men but in the sight of God chosen and precious,
5 you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a 
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
6 For it stands in Scripture:



“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone,
    a cornerstone chosen and precious,
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
7 So the honor is for you who believe,
but for those who do not believe,
“The stone that the builders rejected
    has become the cornerstone,”
8 and “A stone of stumbling,
    and a rock of offense.”
They stumble because they disobey the word,
as they were destined to do.



9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, a people for his own possession, that you may 
proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a 
people, but now you are God's people; once you had not 
received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
11 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain 
from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against 
your soul. 12 Keep your conduct among the Gentiles 
honorable, so that when they speak against you as 
evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God 
on the day of visitation.



1. The Church is a Fellowship
of the Living 

“…As you come to him, a living stone…”



2 Corinthians 5:16-17
So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point 
of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we 
do so no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the 
new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!



Matthew 16:13-23
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea 
Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that 
the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the 
Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of 
the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say 
that I am?” 16 Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, 
the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, 
“Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and 
blood has not revealed this to you, but my 
Father who is in heaven…



18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock
I will build my church, and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it.
19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and 
whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 
20 Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no one 
that he was the Christ…



21 From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that 
he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the 
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on 
the third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and 
began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord!
This shall never happen to you.” 23 But he turned and 
said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance 
to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of 
God, but on the things of man.”



Hosea 2:14-15, 17,23
“But then I will win her back once again.
    I will lead her into the desert
    and speak tenderly to her there.
15  I will return her vineyards to her
    and transform the Valley of Trouble into a gateway of 
hope.
She will give herself to me there,
    as she did long ago when she was young,
    when I freed her from her captivity in Egypt…



17 O Israel, I will wipe the many names of Baal from
your lips, and you will never mention them again.
 I will make you my wife forever,
    showing you righteousness and justice,
    unfailing love and compassion.

23  At that time I will plant a crop of Israelites
    and raise them for myself.
I will show love to those I called ‘Not loved.’
And to those I called ‘Not my people,’
    I will say, ‘Now you are my people.’
And they will reply, ‘You are our God!’”



John 3:5-8
Jesus replied, “I assure you, no one can enter the Kingdom 
of God without being born of water and the Spirit.
6 Humans can reproduce only human life, but the Holy 
Spirit gives birth to spiritual life. 7 So don’t be surprised 
when I say, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows 
wherever it wants. Just as you can hear the wind but can’t 
tell where it comes from or where it is going, so you can’t 
explain how people are born of the Spirit.”



Ezekiel 35:23-27
I will show how holy my great name is—the name on 
which you brought shame among the nations.
And when I reveal my holiness through you before their 
very eyes, says the Sovereign Lord, then the nations will 
know that I am the Lord. 24 For I will gather you up from 
all the nations and bring you home again to your land.
25 “Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will 
be clean. Your filth will be washed away, and you will no 
longer worship idols. 26 And I will give you a new heart, 
and I will put a new spirit in you…



I will take out your stony, stubborn heart and give you a 
tender, responsive heart. 27 And I will put my Spirit in you 
so that you will follow my decrees and be careful to obey 
my regulations.



2. The Church is a Fellowship
of People

“you yourselves like living stones
are being built up as a spiritual house”



1 Corinthians 3:16-17
Do you not know that you are God's temple and that 
God's Spirit dwells in you? 17 If anyone destroys God's 
temple, God will destroy him. For God's temple is holy, 
and you are that temple.



1 Corinthians 3:16 (NLT)
Don’t you realize that all of you together are the temple 
of God and that the Spirit of God lives in you?



“They who would do away with God’s sacred enterprise 
will themselves perish. Overall these two verses form the 
strongest warning in all the New Testament “against those 
who would take the church lightly and destroy it by 
worldly wisdom and division.”

Craig Blomberg



1 Peter 2:2-3
Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that 
by it you may grow up into salvation— 3 if indeed you 
have tasted that the Lord is good.



“Pure spiritual milk” refers to the very things that nourish 
the Christian community in its growth: knowledge of God, 
prayer, instruction in the gospel, faithful obedience, and 
hearing God’s preached word. The desire for spiritual 
nourishment is the desire of any church that wants to 
know the Lord and live in light of his will.”

Scot McKnight



“There can be no maturity in the spiritual life, no 
obedience in following Jesus, no wholeness in the 
Christian life, apart from an immersion in, and embrace of, 
community. I am not myself by myself.”

Eugene Peterson



Genesis 3:7
Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that 
they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and 
made themselves loincloths.



2 Corinthians 5:17, 21
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation
The old has passed away; behold, the new has come…
21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, 
so that in him we might become the righteousness of 
God.



“…people really can’t stand to look closely at themselves and 
these patterns unless they understand justification by faith and 
union with Christ….it’s pretty easy to say, “God, be merciful to 
me, the sinner,” and be thinking only of external actions while 
ignoring the darkness of the human heart. But if you want to 
look more deeply, begin by studying the gospel of the cross, 
know the meaning of Christ’s atonement for you personally, 
and you will be able to take the deeper look. This deeper look 
can then lead to a more thoroughgoing repentance and a 
hearty confidence through the Spirit that I am not an orphan, 
but a living son of the heavenly Father through faith.”

John C. Miller



3. The Church is the Instrument
of God’s Purposes

“that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who 
called you out of darkness into his marvelous light”



Exodus 19:3-6
“…while Moses went up to God. The Lord called to him 
out of the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the 
house of Jacob, and tell the people of Israel:
4 ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, 
and how I bore you on eagles' wings and brought you to 
myself. 5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice 
and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured 
possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; 
6 and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy 
nation.’ These are the words that you shall speak to the 
people of Israel.”



Ephesians 2:11-22
Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the 
flesh, called “the uncircumcision” by what is called the 
circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands— 
12 remember that you were at that time separated from 
Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and 
strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope 
and without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus 
you who once were far off have been brought near by the 
blood of Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace, who has 
made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the 
dividing wall of hostility…



15 by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in 
ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man 
in place of the two, so making peace, 16 and might 
reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, 
thereby killing the hostility. 17 And he came and preached 
peace to you who were far off and peace to those who 
were near. 18 For through him we both have access in 
one Spirit to the Father. 19 So then you are no longer 
strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the 
saints and members of the household of God, 20 built on 
the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus 
himself being the cornerstone,



21 in whom the whole structure, being joined together, 
grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also 
are being built together into a dwelling place for God by 
the Spirit.



-Let the truth elicit Gratitude 
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-Let the truth elicit  Action




