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1Samuel 15

And Samuel said to Saul, “The Lord sent me to anoint
vou king over his people Israel; now therefore listen to
the words of the Lord. 2 Thus says the Lord of hosts,

" ‘| have noted what Amalek did to Israel in opposing

them on the way when they came up out of Egypt.

3 Now go and strike Amalek and devote to destruction
all that they have. Do not spare them, but kill both man
and woman, child and infant, ox and sheep, camel anad
donkey...”




.

4 So Saul summoned the people and numbered them
in Telaim, two hundred thousand men on foot, and ten
thousand men of Judah. 5 And Saul came to the city of
Amalek and lay in wait in the valley.

| 6 Then Saul said to the Kenites, “Go, depart; go down

from among the Amalekites, lest | destroy you with
them. For you showed kindness to all the people of
Israel when they came up out of Egypt.” So the Kenites
departed from among the Amalekites.

/ And Saul defeated the Amalekites from Havilah as far
as Shur, which is east of Egypt...




8 And he took Agag the king of the Amalekites alive
and devoted to destruction all the people with the
edge of the sword. 9 But Saul and the people spared
Agag and the best of the sheep and of the oxen and of
the fattened calves and the lambs, and all that was

' good, and would not utterly destroy them. All that was
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despised and worthless they devoted to destruction.
10 The word of the Lord came to Samuel:

11 “I regret that | have made Saul king, for he has
turned back from following me and has not performed
my commandments.” And Samuel was angry, and he
cried to the Lord all night...
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} 12 And Samuel rose early to meet Saul in the morning.
And it was told Samuel, “Saul came to Carmel, and
behold, he set up a monument for himself and turned
and passed on and went down to Gilgal.” 13 And Samuel
came to Saul, and Saul said to him, “Blessed be you to

" the Lord. | have performed the commandment of the

Lord.” 14 And Samuel said, “What then is this bleating of
the sheep in my ears and the lowing of the oxen that |
hear?” 15 Saul said, “They have brought them from the
Amalekites, for the people spared the best of the sheep
and of the oxen to sacrifice to the Lord your God, and
the rest we have devoted to destruction...”




.

16 Then Samuel said to Saul, “Stop! | will tell you what
the Lord said to me this night.” And he said to him,
“Speak.” 17 And Samuel said, “Though you are little in
your own eyes, are you not the head of the tribes of

| Israel? The Lord anointed you king over Israel. 18 And

the Lord sent you on a mission and said, ‘Go, devote to
destruction the sinners, the Amalekites, and fight
against them until they are consumed.” 19 Why then did
you not obey the voice of the Lord? Why did you
pounce on the spoil and do what was evil in the sight
of the Lord?”




20 And Saul said to Samuel, “I have obeyed the voice
of the Lord. | have gone on the mission on which the
Lord sent me. | have brought Agag the king of Amalek,
and | have devoted the Amalekites to destruction.

21 But the people took of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the
" best of the things devoted to destruction, to sacrifice

to the Lord your God in Gilgal.” 22 And Samuel saidq,
“Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and
sacrifices,

as in obeying the voice of the Lord?
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice,

and to listen than the fat of rams.




23 For rebellion is as the sin of divination,
and presumption is as iniquity and idolatry.
Because you have rejected the word of the Lord,
he has also rejected you from being king.”
24 Saul said to Samuel, “l have sinned, for | have

N
" transgressed the commandment of the Lord and your

words, because | feared the people and obeyed their
voice. 25 Now therefore, please pardon my sin and
return with me that | may bow before the Lord.”

26 And Samuel said to Saul, “I will not return with you.
For you have rejected the word of the Lord, and the
Lord has rejected you from being king over Israel.”
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27 As Samuel turned to go away, Saul seized the skirt
of his robe, and it tore. 28 And Samuel said to him,
“The Lord has torn the kingdom of Israel from you this
day and has given it to a neighbor of yours, who is

| better than you. 29 And also the Glory of Israel will not

lie or have regret, for he is not a man, that he shoulad
have regret.” 30 Then he said, “l| have sinned; yet honor
me now before the elders of my people and before
Israel, and return with me, that | may bow before the
Lord your God.” 31 So Samuel turned back after Saul,
and Saul bowed before the Lord.




32 Then Samuel said, “Bring here to me Agag the king
of the Amalekites.” And Agag came to him cheerfully.
Agag said, “Surely the bitterness of death is past.”

33 And Samuel said, “As your sword has made women
childless, so shall your mother be childless among
- women.” And Samuel hacked Agag to pieces before

the Lord in Gilgal.

34 Then Samuel went to Ramah, and Saul went up to
his house in Gibeah of Saul. 35 And Samuel did not see
Saul again until the day of his death, but Samuel
grieved over Saul. And the Lord regretted that he had
made Saul king over Israel.
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Partial obedience is really only
disobedience made to look acceptable.
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1. The Coming Judgement



Exodus 17:14-16
Then the Lord said to Moses, “Write this as a memorial
in a book and recite it in the ears of Joshua, that | will

'~ utterly blot out the memory of Amalek from under
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heaven.” 15 And Moses built an altar and called the
name of it, The Lord Is My Banner, 16 saying, “A hand
upon the throne of the Lord! The Lord will have war
with Amalek from generation to generation.”




Deuteronomy 25:17-19
“Remember what Amalek did to you on the way as you
came out of Egypt, 18 how he attacked you on the way
when you were faint and weary, and cut off your tail,

' those who were lagging behind you, and he did not
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fear God. 19 Therefore when the Lord your God has
given you rest from all your enemies around you, in the

land that the Lord your God is giving you for an
inheritance to possess, you shall blot out the memory

of Amalek from under heaven; you shall not forget.




Genesis 15:13-16

Then the Lord said to Abram, “You can be sure that
your descendants will be strangers in a foreign land,
where they will be oppressed as slaves for 400 years.
' 14 But | will punish the nation that enslaves them, and

in the end they will come away with great wealth.

15 (As for you, you will die in peace and be buried at a
ripe old age.) 16 After four generations your
descendants will return here to this land, for the sins of
the Amorites do not yet warrant their destruction.”




2 Corinthians 5:9-11

Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or
absent, to be well pleasing to Him. 10 For we must all
| appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each

one may receive the things done in the body,
according to what he has done, whether good or bad.
11 Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we
persuade men; but we are well known to God,

and | also trust are well known in your consciences.




1 Thessalonians 1:10
=\ And they speak of how you are looking forward to the

coming of God’s Son from heaven—Jesus, whom God
raised from the dead. He is the one who has rescued us
from the terrors of the coming judgment.




Acts 17:30-31
“God overlooked people’s ignorance about these
| things in earlier times, but now he commands

everyone everywhere to repent of their sins and turn to
him. 31 For he has set a day for judging the world with
justice by the man he has appointed, and he proved to
everyone who this is by raising him from the dead.”




2 Peter 3:2-16

2 | want you to remember what the holy prophets said
long ago and what our Lord and Savior commanded
through your apostles.

- 3 Most importantly, | want to remind you that in the last

days scoffers will come, mocking the truth ana
following their own desires. 4 They will say, “What
happened to the promise that Jesus is coming again?
From before the times of our ancestors, everything has
remained the same since the world was first created...”




.

5 They deliberately forget that God made the heavens
long ago by the word of his command, and he brought
the earth out from the water and surrounded it with
water. 6 Then he used the water to destroy the ancient
| world with a mighty flood. 7 And by the same word, the

present heavens and earth have been stored up for fire.
They are being kept for the day of judgment, when
ungodly people will be destroyed.

8 But you must not forget this one thing, dear friends:
A day is like a thousand years to the Lord, and a
thousand years is like a day...
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O The Lord isn’t really being slow about his promise, as
some people think. No, he is being patient for your
sake. He does not want anyone to be destroyed, but
wants everyone to repent. 10 But the day of the Lord

| will come as unexpectedly as a thief. Then the heavens

will pass away with a terrible noise, and the very
elements themselves will disappear in fire, and the
earth and everything on it will be found to deserve
judgment.

11 Since everything around us is going to be destroyed
like this, what holy and godly lives you should live,
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12 looking forward to the day of God and hurrying it
along. On that day, he will set the heavens on fire, and
the elements will melt away in the flames. 13 But we are
looking forward to the new heavens and new earth he
>\ has promised, a world filled with God’s righteousness.

14 And so, dear friends, while you are waiting for these
things to happen, make every effort to be found living
peaceful lives that are pure and blameless in his sight.
15 And remember, our Lord’s patience gives people
time to be saved. This is what our beloved brother Paul
also wrote to you with the wisdom God gave him—




16 speaking of these things in all of his letters. Some of
his comments are hard to understand, and those who
'~ are ignorant and unstable have twisted his letters to

mean something quite different, just as they do with
other parts of Scripture. And this will result in their
destruction.




| S
%
)

2. Our Current Warfare




Ephesians 5:12
=\ For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood

enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities of the
unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark
world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly places.
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0, Romans 8:13
" For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if
by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body,
vou will live.




James 1:14-15
| But each person is tempted when he is lured and

enticed by his own desire. 15 Then desire when it has
conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully
grown brings forth death.
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S\ “Be killing sin or sin will be killing you”

John Owen




2 Samuel 1:5-16
“How do you know Saul and Jonathan are dead?”
David demanded of the young man.
6 The man answered, “| happened to be on Mount
Gilboa, and there was Saul leaning on his spear with
" the enemy chariots and charioteers closing in on him.

7 When he turned and saw me, he cried out for me to
come to him. ‘How can | help?’ | asked him.

8 “He responded, ‘Who are you?’ “| am an Amalekite, |
told him. 9 “Then he begged me, ‘Come over here and
put me out of my misery, for | am in terrible pain and
want to die...




10 “So | killed him,” the Amalekite told David, “for |
knew he couldn’t live. Then | took his crown and his

armband, and | have brought them here to you, my
lord.”
11 David and his men tore their clothes in sorrow when

" they heard the news. 12 They mourned and wept and

fasted all day for Saul and his son Jonathan, and for the
Lord’s army and the nation of Israel, because they had
died by the sword that day.

13 Then David said to the young man who had brought
the news, “Where are you from?” And he replied, “I am
a foreigner, an Amalekite, who lives in your land.”




14 “Why were you not afraid to kill the Lord’s anointed
one?” David asked.

| 15 Then David said to one of his men, “Kill him!” So the

man thrust his sword into the Amalekite and killed him.
16 “You have condemned yourself,” David said, “for you
vourself confessed that you killed the Lord’s anointead
one.”




Matthew 5:29-30
If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw
it away. For it is better that you lose one of your

" members than that your whole body be thrown into

hell. 30 And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it
off and throw it away. For it is better that you lose one

of your members than that your whole body go into
hell.




Colossians 3:1-10
If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the
things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the

" right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are

above, not on things that are on earth. For you have
died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When
Christ who is your life appears, then you also will
appear with him in glory...
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Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual
immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and
covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of these
the wrath of God is coming. In these you too once

| walked, when you were living in them. But now you

must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander,
and obscene talk from your mouth. Do not lie to one
another, seeing that you have put off the old self with
its practices and have put on the new self, which is
being renewed in knowledge after the image of its
creator.
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“But we must never think we can kill sin on our own. As
Paul reminds us in Romans 8: 13, it is only “by the
Spirit” that we put to death the misdeeds of the body.
This doesn’t mean no effort is required on our parts. It

| means, rather, that all of our effort must be dependent

effort. It's kind of like parachuting. You can’t parachute
unless you jump. But you still must trust the parachute
to work. In the same way, you and | must act. But we
act in reliance on the Spirit’s power to carry us.”

-Brian G. Hedges




3. Jesus the King




“For the exiles, the lesson of this story is clear: Israel
=\ needs leaders who will pursue the Lord’s work rather

than their own agenda, as Saul does.”

-Robert B. Chisholm Jr.




John 3:5-8 (NLT)

Jesus replied, “l assure you, no one can enter the
Kingdom of God without being born of water and the
Spirit. 6 Humans can reproduce only human life, but

" the Holy Spirit gives birth to spiritual life. 7 So don’t be

surprised when | say, ‘You must be born again.

8 The wind blows wherever it wants. Just as you can
hear the wind but can’t tell where it comes from or
where it Is going, so you can’t explain how people are
born of the Spirit.”




Ezekiel 36:25-27

Then | will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be

clean. Your filth will be washed away, and you will no
=\ [onger worship idols. 26 And | will give you a new

heart, and | will put a new spirit in you. | will take out
your stony, stubborn heart and give you a tender,
responsive heart. 27 And | will put my Spirit in you so
that you will follow my decrees and be careful to obey
my regulations.




“I am not what | might be, | am not what | ought to be,
| am not what | wish to be, | am not what | hope to be.
=\ But | thank God | am not what | once was, and | can say

with the great apostle, “By the grace of God | am what
lam.”

-John Newton
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