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judges 18:30

And the people of Dan set up the carved image for
themselves, and Jonathan the son of Gershom, son of
Moses, and his sons were priests to the tribe of the
Danites until the day of the captivity of the
land. 3| So they set up Micah's carved image that he
made, as long as the house of God was at Shiloh.
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judges 17
There was a man of the hill country of Ephraim, whose

name was Micah. 2 And he said to his mother," The |,100
pieces of silver that were taken from you, about which you
uttered a curse, and also spoke it in my ears, behold, the
silver is with me: | took it.” And his mother said, ‘‘Blessed
be my son by the Lord.” 3 And he restored the |,100
pieces of silver to his mother. And his mother said,

“l dedicate the silver to the Lord from my hand for my
son, to make a carved image and a metal image.

Now therefore | will restore it to you...”



4 So when he restored the money to his mother, his
mother took 200 pieces of silver and gave it to the
silversmith, who made it into a carved image and a metal
image. And it was in the house of Micah. 5 And the man
Micah had a shrine,and he made an ephod and household
gods, and ordained one of his sons, who became his priest.
6 In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did
what was right in his own eyes. / Now there was a young
man of Bethlehem in Judah, of the family of Judah, who was
a Levite, and he sojourned there. 8 And the man departed

from the town of Bethlehem in Judah to sojourn where he
could find a place...



And as he journeyed, he came to the hill country of Ephraim
to the house of Micah. 9 And Micah said to him,“VWhere do
you come from?” And he said to him,”| am a Levite of
Bethlehem in Judah,and | am going to sojourn where | may
find a place.” |0 And Micah said to him,“Stay with me, and be
to me a father and a priest, and | will give you ten pieces of
silver a year and a suit of clothes and your living.” And the
Levite went in. | | And the Levite was content to dwell with
the man, and the young man became to him like one of his
sons. |12 And Micah ordained the Levite, and the young man
became his priest, and was in the house of Micah. |3 Then
Micah said,"Now | know that the Lord will prosper me,
because | have a Levite as priest.”



judges 18

In those days there was no king in Israel. And in those days
the tribe of the people of Dan was seeking for itself an
inheritance to dwell in, for until then no inheritance among
the tribes of Israel had fallen to them. 2 So the people of
Dan sent five able men from the whole number of their
tribe, from Zorah and from Eshtaol, to spy out the land and
to explore it. And they said to them,“Go and explore the
land.” And they came to the hill country of Ephraim, to the
house of Micah, and lodged there. 3 When they were by
the house of Micah, they recognized the voice of the young
Levite. And they turned aside and said to him,



“Who brought you here? VWhat are you doing in this place?
What is your business here!” 4 And he said to them, “This
iIs how Micah dealt with me: he has hired me, and | have
become his priest.” 5 And they said to him, “Inquire of God,
please, that we may know whether the journey on which
we are setting out will succeed.” 6 And the priest said to
them,“Go in peace. The journey on which you go is under
the eye of the Lord.” 7 Then the five men departed and
came to Laish and saw the people who were there, how
they lived in security, after the manner of the Sidonians,
quiet and unsuspecting,



lacking nothing that is in the earth and possessing wealth,
and how they were far from the Sidonians and had no
dealings with anyone. 8 And when they came to their
brothers at Zorah and Eshtaol, their brothers said to them,
“What do you report!” 9 They said, “Arise, and let us go up
against them, for we have seen the land, and behold, it is
very good. And will you do nothing? Do not be slow to go,
to enter in and possess the land. 10 As soon as you go, you
will come to an unsuspecting people. [ he land is spacious,
for God has given it into your hands, a place where there is
no lack of anything that is in the earth.”



|| So 600 men of the tribe of Dan, armed with weapons of
war, set out from Zorah and Eshtaol, 12 and went up and
encamped at Kiriath-jearim in Judah. On this account that
place is called Mahaneh-dan|[b] to this day; beholdq, it is west
of Kiriath-jearim. |3 And they passed on from there to the
hill country of Ephraim, and came to the house of Micah.
|4 Then the five men who had gone to scout out the
country of Laish said to their brothers, Do you know that
in these houses there are an ephod, household gods, a
carved image, and a metal image! Now therefore consider

what you will do.”



|5 And they turned aside there and came to the house of
the young Levite, at the home of Micah, and asked him
about his welfare. | 6 Now the 600 men of the Danites,
armed with their weapons of war, stood by the entrance of
the gate. | / And the five men who had gone to scout out
the land went up and entered and took the carved image,
the ephod, the household gods, and the metal image, while
the priest stood by the entrance of the gate with the 600
men armed with weapons of war. |8 And when these went
into Micah's house and took the carved image, the ephod,
the household gods, and the metal image, the priest said to
them, "What are you doing?”



19 And they said to him, “Keep quiet; put your
hand on your mouth and come with us and be
to us a father and a priest. Is it better for you
to be priest to the house of one man, or to be
priest to a tribe and clan in Israel?” 20 And the
priest's heart was glad. He took the ephod and the
household gods and the carved image and went along with
the people. 2| So they turned and departed, putting the
little ones and the livestock and the goods in front of them.
22 When they had gone a distance from the home of
Micah, the men who were in the houses near Micah's house
were called out, and they overtook the people of Dan.




23 And they shouted to the people of Dan, who turned
around and said to Micah,“What is the matter with you,
that you come with such a company?” 24 And he said," You
take my gods that | made and the priest, and go away, and
what have | left! How then do you ask me,"What is the
matter with you?” 25 And the people of Dan said to him,
“Do not let your voice be heard among us, lest angry
fellows fall upon you, and you lose your life with the lives of
your household.” 26 Then the people of Dan went their
way.And when Micah saw that they were too strong for
him, he turned and went back to his home...



2/ But the people of Dan took what Micah had made, and
the priest who belonged to him,and they came to Laish, to
a people quiet and unsuspecting, and struck them with the
edge of the sword and burned the city with fire. 28 And
there was no deliverer because it was far from Sidon, and
they had no dealings with anyone. It was in the valley that
belongs to Beth-rehob. I hen they rebuilt the city and lived
in it. 29 And they named the city Dan, after the name of
Dan their ancestor, who was born to Israel; but the hame
of the city was Laish at the first...



30 And the people of Dan set up the carved image for
themselves, and Jonathan the son of Gershom, son of
Moses, and his sons were priests to the tribe of the
Danites until the day of the captivity of the land.
31 So they set up Micah's carved image that he made,

as long as the house of God was at Shiloh.



Evaluating the Evidence
Considering the Consequences



1. Is Jesus your king?



Jesus went to church

Luke 4:16

And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up.
And as was his custom, he went to the synagogue on the
Sabbath day, and he stood up to read.



Jesus had a realistic experience of people Iin the
church

Matthew 26:37-40
And taking with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he

began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then he said to them,
“My soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and
watch with me.” 39 And going a little farther he fell on his
face and prayed, saying, ‘My Father, if it be possible, let this cup
pass from me; nevertheless, not as | will, but as you will.”

40 And he came to the disciples and found them sleeping. And
he said to Peter,So, could you not watch with me one hour!?




“Love cannot exist in isolation: away from others, love
bloats into pride. Grace cannot be received privately: cut
off from others, it is perverted into greed. Hope cannot
develop in solitude: separated from the community, it goes
to seed in the form of fantasies. No gift, no virtue can
develop and remain healthy apart from the community of
faith. "Outside the church there is no salvation” is not
ecclesiastical arrogance but spiritual common sense,
confirmed in everyday experience.”

Eugene Peterson



Jesus dies for the church

Acts 20:28

Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for
the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood.



Cyprian:
“No one can have God as his Father who does not have
the church as his mother.”

Augustine:
“Look, mother church is in labor; see, she is groaning in
travail to give birth to you.”



The idea that the church is the mother of Christians was not
only widely affirmed in the first few centuries of Christianity, it
also found great traction among the Protestant Reformers. ...
John Calvin [said], "May [Christians] be guided by her maternal
care until they grow up to manhood, and, finally, attain the
perfection of faith ....To those whom [God] is a Father; the
church must also be a mother.” Cyprian, Augustine, Luther, and
Calvin all agree: the church provides Christians with the
nurture, guidance, and encouragement necessary for spiritual
development—most often associated with the role of a
mother. But where did these church fathers and Reformers get

the idea that the church is our mother? They found it in the
Bible ....



“...To ask how the church is our mother is really to ask,
"How does the church provide the nurture, care, and
maturation for spiritual growth?” God gives us the church
to help us form our identity as Christians. The church helps
us to endure suffering, bringing comfort and
encouragement in difficult times. The church nourishes us
with the Word and the Lord's Supper, provides godly
examples for us to imitate, and disciplines us when we go
astray. In addition, we grow and are transformed as Jesus is
uniquely manifested in our worship assemblies. T he church

provides maternal care for us in all of these ways, helping
us to grow to become more like Jesus.”



2. Is the Word of God
Optional or Essential?




Deuteronomy 12:4-10, 28
You must not worship the Lord your God in their way.

5 But you are to seek the place the Lord your God will
choose from among all your tribes to put his Name there
for his dwelling. To that place you must go; 6 there bring
your burnt offerings and sacrifices, your tithes and special
gifts, what you have vowed to give and your freewill
offerings, and the firstborn of your herds and flocks.

/ There, in the presence of the Lord your God, you and
your families shall eat and shall rejoice in everything you
have put your hand to, because the Lord your God has

blessed you...



8 You are not to do as we do here today, everyone doing
as they see fit, 9 since you have not yet reached the resting
place and the inheritance the Lord your God is giving you.
|0 But you will cross the Jordan and settle in the land.

28 Be careful to obey all these words that | command you,
that it may go well with you and with your children after
you forever, when you do what is good and right in the
sight of the Lord your God.



2 Samuel 6:3-9
And they carried the ark of God on a new cart and

brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was on the
hill. And Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, were driving
the new cart, 4 with the ark of God, and Ahio went before
the ark. 5 And David and all the house of Israel were
celebrating before the Lord, with songs and lyres and harps
and tambourines and castanets and cymbals. 6 And when
they came to the threshing floor of Nacon, Uzzah put out
his hand to the ark of God and took hold of it, for the
oxen stumbled...




/ And the anger of the Lord was kindled against Uzzah, and
God struck him down there because of his error, and he
died there beside the ark of God. 8 And David was angry
because the Lord had broken out against Uzzah.And that
place is called Perez-uzzah to this day. 9 And David was
afraid of the Lord that day, and he said, "How can the ark of

the Lord come to me!



3. Are you self interested
or God interested?




“Now either | know this God whom | am seeking on my
own, by my experiences and insights, from nature or
history interpreted this way or that—and this means |
know God by myself, from my own resources—or | know
God by his revelation in his own word. Either | determine
the place where | will find God, or | let God determine the
place where he wants to be found. If | am the one who
gets to decide where God will be found, then | will always
find a God there,a God who some way or other is the
kind of God | am looking for;a God | like, a God
appropriate to my own nature and personality...”



“...But if God is the One who says where he will be found,
then this will very likely be the place that at first does not
at all fit my own nature and character; a place | probably
will not like at all. This place is the cross of Jesus.”

Dietrich Bonhoeffer



4. Are you aware of judgement?



Romans 2:5-8 (NLT)

But because you are stubborn and refuse to turn from
your sin, you are storing up terrible punishment for
yourself. For a day of anger is coming, when God’s
righteous judgment will be revealed. 6 He will judge
everyone according to what they have done. / He will give
eternal life to those who keep on doing good, seeking after
the glory and honor and immortality that God offers.

8 But he will pour out his anger and wrath on those who
live for themselves, who refuse to obey the truth and
instead live lives of wickedness.



Hebrews 12:25-29

See that you do not refuse him who is speaking. For if they
did not escape when they refused him who warned them
on earth, much less will we escape if we reject him who
warns from heaven. 26 At that time his voice shook the
earth, but now he has promised,“Yet once more | will
shake not only the earth but also the heavens.” 27 This
phrase,Yet once more,’ indicates the removal of things
that are shaken—that is, things that have been made—in
order that the things that cannot be shaken may remain...



28 Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that
cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable
worship, with reverence and awe, 29 for our God is a
consuming fire.



Matthew 7:21-23

“Not everyone who says to me,‘Lord, Lord, will enter the
kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my
Father who is in heaven. 22 On that day many will say to
me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast
out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in
your name?!’ 23 And then will | declare to them,‘l never
knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.



Luke 6:46
“Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord, and not do what |

tell you?






