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No Shoes, No Problem

“No bare feet allowed,” read Pastor Chuck Smith as he ap-
proached the church door early one Sunday morning in
the late 1960s. Angry and sad, Chuck removed the hand-
written sign. Many in the fellowship he had been leading
for several years were embracing their pastor’s desire

to welcome streams of young people—mostly beaded,
bearded, and barefooted—regardless of the counter-
cultural individuals’ hygiene or lifestyle. But the sign
indicated to Chuck that some congregants were focused
on preserving the building’s brand-new carpet.

At the following church board meeting, Chuck expressed
his and his wife Kay’s vision to impact the next genera-
tion for Christ. “We will love these kids and teach them
God’s Word,” Chuck challenged the leaders of the fellow-
ship, an independent church in Southern California sim-
ply called Calvary Chapel. They had already taught the
new believers James 2:1-4, he pointed out: “My brethren,
do not hold the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord
of glory, with partiality. For if there should come into
your assembly a man with gold rings, in fine apparel, and
there should also come in a poor man in filthy clothes,
and you pay attention to the one wearing the fine clothes
... have you not shown partiality among yourselves, and
become judges with evil thoughts?” How could the
church discriminate against the shoeless and shower-less,
Chuck asked, after teaching them that Scripture? The
point was well taken. From then on, Calvary Chapel’s
leaders resolved to love the young hippies more than they
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Nehemiah 8:1-18

And all the people gathered as one man into the square
before the Water Gate. And they told Ezra the scribe to
bring the Book of the Law of Moses that the Lord had
commanded Israel. 2 So Ezra the priest brought the Law
before the assembly, both men and women and all who
could understand what they heard, on the first day of the
seventh month. 3 And he read from it facing the square
before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in
the presence of the men and the women and those who
could understand. And the ears of all the people were
attentive to the Book of the Law...




4 And Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden platform that
they had made for the purpose... 5 And Ezra opened the
book in the sight of all the people, for he was above all the
people, and as he opened it all the people stood.

6 And Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the
people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands.
And they bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord with
their faces to the ground... 8 They read from the book,
from the Law of God, clearly, and they gave the sense, so
that the people understood the reading.



9 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the
priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people
said to all the people, “This day is holy to the Lord your
God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept as
they heard the words of the Law. 10 Then he said to them,
“Go your way. Eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send
portions to anyone who has nothing ready, for this day is
holy to our Lord. And do not be grieved, for the joy of the
Lord is your strength.” 11 So the Levites calmed all the
people, saying, “Be quiet, for this day is holy; do not be
grieved.” 12 And all the people went their way to eat ana
drink and to send portions and to make great rejoicing,



because they had understood the words that were
declared to them. 13 On the second day the heads of
fathers' houses of all the people, with the priests and the
Levites, came together to Ezra the scribe in order to study
the words of the Law. 14 And they found it written in the
Law that the Lord had commanded by Moses that the
people of Israel should dwell in booths during the feast of
the seventh month, 15 and that they should proclaim it and
publish it in all their towns and in Jerusalem, “Go out to the
hills and bring branches of olive, wild olive, myrtle, palm,
and other leafy trees to make booths, as it is written.”



16 So the people went out and brought them and made
booths for themselves, each on his roof, and in their courts
and in the courts of the house of God, and in the square at
the Water Gate and in the square at the Gate of Ephraim.
17 And all the assembly of those who had returned from
the captivity made booths and lived in the booths, for from
the days of Jeshua the son of Nun to that day the people of
Israel had not done so. And there was very great rejoicing.
18 Ezra read from the Book of the Law of God on each of
the seven days of the festival. Then on the eighth day they
held a solemn assembly, as was required by law.



“To use the biblical word, he visited his people, preempting
their attention and making his presence felt among them in
a way that had not been the case before. Moments of this
kind, when minds and hearts are inundated and
overwhelmed by the reality of God in his holiness and
grace, belong to the history of most movements of spiritual
advance, and days and weeks together of this experience—
more, therefore, than just isolated moments—belong to the
history of those supreme visitations that we call revivals.
What occurred in Jerusalem in the seventh month of 444"

-JI Packer




The Holy Spirit




1. Meticulous Worship




Jeremiah 31:33-34

For this is the covenant that | will make with the house of
Israel after those days, declares the Lord: | will put my law
within them, and | will write it on their hearts. And | will be
their God, and they shall be my people. 34 And no longer
shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother,
saying, ‘Know the Lord, for they shall all know me, from the
least of them to the greatest, declares the Lord. For | will
forgive their iniquity, and | will remember their sin no more.”




Picked proper leaders



Ezra 7:10

For Ezra had devoted himself to the study and observance
of the Law of the Lord, and to teaching its decrees and laws
in Israel.



Isaiah 3:4-7
“1 will make mere youths their officials;
children will rule over them.”
5 People will oppress each other—man against man,
neighbor against neighbor. The young will rise up against
the old, the nobody against the honored.
6 A man will seize one of his brothers in his father’s house,
and say, “You have a cloak, you be our leader;
take charge of this heap of ruins!”
7/ But in that day he will cry out, “l have no remeady.
| have no food or clothing in my house;
do not make me the leader of the people.”



2 Timothy 4:2-4

Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season;
correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and
careful instruction. 3 For the time will come when people
will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their
own desires, they will gather around them a great number
of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.

4 They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn
aside to myths.




Reverenced God’s Word



Psalm 19:7

The law of the Lord is perfect,
reviving the soul;

the testimony of the Lord is sure,

making wise the simple;




They prepared for God’s Word



Isaiah 66:2
My hands have made both heaven and earth;
they and everything in them are mine.
|, the Lord, have spoken!
“| will bless those who have humble and contrite hearts,
who tremble at my word.



1 Thessalonians 2:13

“And for this reason we also constantly thank God that
when you received from us the word of God’s message,
you accepted it not as the word of men, but for what it
really is, the word of God, which also performs its work in
you who believe.”



The heads of the family
ask for more



2. Joy in God



Galatians 5:22
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy...




Psalm 16:11

You make known to me the path of life; in your presence
there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures
forevermore.

Psalm 119:11
Your testimonies are my heritage forever,
for they are the joy of my heart.



Nehemiah 8:10

Then he said to them, “Go your way. Eat the fat and drink
sweet wine and send portions to anyone who has nothing
ready, for this day is holy to our Lord. And do not be
grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.”



Nehemiah 12:43
And they offered great sacrifices that day and rejoiced, for

God had made them rejoice with great joy; the women and
children also rejoiced. And the joy of Jerusalem was hearad

far away.



1John1:1-4
We proclaim to you the one who existed from the
beginning, whom we have heard and seen. We saw him with
our own eyes and touched him with our own hands. He is
the Word of life. 2 This one who is life itself was revealed to
us, and we have seen him. And now we testify and proclaim
to you that he is the one who is eternal life. He was with the
Father, and then he was revealed to us. 3 We proclaim to
you what we ourselves have actually seen and heard so that
you may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with
the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We are writing
these things so that you may fully share our joy.




3. Exuberant obedience




Leviticus 23:40-43

On the first day you are to take branches from luxuriant
trees—from palms, willows and other leafy trees—ana
rejoice before the Lord your God for seven days.

A1 Celebrate this as a festival to the Lord for seven days
each year. This is to be a lasting ordinance for the
generations to come; celebrate it in the seventh month.
42 Live in temporary shelters for seven days: All native-born
Israelites are to live in such shelters 43 so your descendants
will know that | had the Israelites live in temporary shelters
when | brought them out of Egypt. | am the Lord your God.

r77



1John 2:3-6

We know that we have come to know him if we keep his
commands. 4 Whoever says, “l know him,” but does not do
what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in that
person. 5 But if anyone obeys his word, love for God is truly
made complete in them. This is how we know we are in him:
6 Whoever claims to live in him must live as Jesus did.



4. The Invitation



Ezekiel 36:24-29
“‘For | will take you out of the nations; | will gather you from

all the countries and bring you back into your own land.

25 | will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean;

| will cleanse you from all your impurities and from all your
idols. 26 | will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in
vou; | will remove from you your heart of stone and give you
a heart of flesh. 27 And | will put my Spirit in you and move
you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws.
28 Then you will live in the land | gave your ancestors;

vou will be my people, and | will be your God.

29 | will save you from all your uncleanness



John 3:5-8

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly | tell you, no one can enter the
kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the
Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth
to spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying,

'You must be born again.” 8 The wind blows wherever it
pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it
comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born
of the Spirit.”



John 7:37-39

On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up
and cried out, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and
drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said,
‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.” 39 Now this
he said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him

were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given,
because Jesus was not yet glorified.







