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1Samuel 4:1-22

And the word of Samuel came to all Israel. Now Israel
went out to battle against the Philistines. They encamped
at Ebenezer, and the Philistines encamped at Aphek.

2 The Philistines drew up in line against Israel, and when
'the battle spread, Israel was defeated before the

.

Philistines, who killed about four thousand men on the
field of battle. 3 And when the people came to the camp,
the elders of Israel said, “Why has the Lord defeated us
today before the Philistines? Let us bring the ark of the
covenant of the Lord here from Shiloh, that it may come
among us and save us from the power of our enemies.”




4 So the people sent to Shiloh and brought from there
the ark of the covenant of the Lord of hosts, who is
enthroned on the cherubim. And the two sons of Eli,
Hophni and Phinehas, were there with the ark of the

' covenant of God.

5 As soon as the ark of the covenant of the Lord came
into the camp, all Israel gave a mighty shout, so that
the earth resounded. 6 And when the Philistines heara
the noise of the shouting, they said, “What does this
great shouting in the camp of the Hebrews mean?”




And when they learned that the ark of the Lord had
come to the camp, 7 the Philistines were afraid, for
they said, “A god has come into the camp.” And they
said, “Woe to us! For nothing like this has happened
" before. 8 Woe to us! Who can deliver us from the

power of these mighty gods? These are the gods who
struck the Egyptians with every sort of plague in the
wilderness. 9 Take courage, and be men, O Philistines,
lest you become slaves to the Hebrews as they have
been to you; be men and fight.”
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10 So the Philistines fought, and Israel was defeated,
and they fled, every man to his home. And there was a
very great slaughter, for thirty thousand foot soldiers of
Israel fell. 11 And the ark of God was captured, and

| the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, died.

12 A man of Benjamin ran from the battle line and
came to Shiloh the same day, with his clothes torn and
with dirt on his head. 13 When he arrived, Eli was
sitting on his seat by the road watching, for his heart
trembled for the ark of God. And when the man came
into the city and told the news, all the city cried out.
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14 When Eli heard the sound of the outcry, he said,
“What is this uproar?” Then the man hurried and came
and told Eli. 15 Now Eli was ninety-eight years old and
his eyes were set so that he could not see. 16 And the
S\ man said to Eli, “l am he who has come from the battle;

| fled from the battle today.” And he said, “How did it
go, my son?” 17 He who brought the news answered
and said, “Israel has fled before the Philistines, and
there has also been a great defeat among the people.
Your two sons also, Hophni and Phinehas, are dead,

and the ark of God has been captured.”




18 As soon as he mentioned the ark of God, Eli fell over

backward from his seat by the side of the gate, and his

neck was broken and he died, for the man was old and
=\ heavy. He had judged Israel forty years.

19 Now his daughter-in-law, the wife of Phinehas, was
pregnant, about to give birth. And when she heard the
news that the ark of God was captured, and that her
father-in-law and her husband were dead, she bowed
and gave birth, for her pains came upon her.




20 And about the time of her death the women
attending her said to her, “Do not be afraid, for you
have borne a son.” But she did not answer or pay

| attention. 21 And she named the child Ichabod, saying,

“The glory has departed from Israel!” because the ark
of God had been captured and because of her father-
in-law and her husband. 22 And she saidq,

“The glory has departed from lsrael, for the ark of God
has been captured.”




1. Trust God’s Word




Mark 13:1-3
And as he came out of the temple, one of his disciples

| said to him, “Look, Teacher, what wonderful stones and

what wonderful buildings!” 2 And Jesus said to him,
“Do you see these great buildings? There will not be
left here one stone upon another that will not be

thrown down.”




This complex of stone was one of the most impressive
sights in the ancient world, and was regarded as an
architectural wonder... The rabbis had little respect for
Herod and his successors, but they said, “he who has

' not seen Jerusalem in her splendor has never seen a

desirable city in his life. He who has not seen the
Temple in its full construction has never seen a
glorious building in his life.” As a mountain of white
marble decorated with gold it dominated the Kidron
gorge as an object of dazzling beauty.




“John Phillips points out that the Romans never
iIntended to destroy the Temple in 70 A D - The Roman
conqueror Titus, during the siege of Jerusalem,
ordered that the temple was to be spared. His edict ran
counter to the word of Christ who had decreed its

* utter ruin. The word of Christ prevailed. As the terrible

battle raged toward its end, the temple somehow
caught fire. Its vast treasure of gold melted in the
flames. Some of the gold found its way into the
crevices between the massive stones. The Roman
soldiers, hungry for spoil, tore the stones apart.”
-William Lane




Acts 17:29-31

Being then God's offspring, we ought not to think that
the divine being is like gold or silver or stone, an image
formed by the art and imagination of man.

30 The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now

he commands all people everywhere to repent,

31 because he has fixed a day on which he will judge
the world in righteousness by a man whom he has
appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by
raising him from the dead.”




Hebrews 12:25-28

Be careful that you do not refuse to listen to the One
who is speaking. For if the people of Israel did not
escape when they refused to listen to Moses, the

'~ earthly messenger, we will certainly not escape if we

reject the One who speaks to us from heaven!

26 When God spoke from Mount Sinai his voice shook
the earth, but now he makes another promise: “Once
again | will shake not only the earth but the heavens
also...”




27 This means that all of creation will be shaken ana
removed, so that only unshakable things will remain.
' 28 Since we are receiving a Kingdom that is
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unshakable, let us be thankful and please God by
worshiping him with holy fear and awe.
29 For our God is a devouring fire.
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“The two cities that are now completely uninhabitead

belong to two of the churches most severely rebuked

(Sardis and Laodicea); the two cities that held out

longest before the Turkish conquest are the only two
| churches fully praised (Smyrna and Philadelphia);

and the city of Ephesus was later literally moved to a
site about three kilometers from where it was in John’s

day, just as the church was threatened with removal
from its place”

-Craig Keener




2. Renounce Superstition




“An army which carries the ark before it is invincible...”
Marcus Brody - Indiana Jones: Raiders of the Lost Ark
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Zephaniah 1:9
SN On that day | will punish
all who avoid stepping on the threshold,
who fill the temple of their gods
with violence and deceit.




Jeremiah 7:1-15
The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord:
2 “Stand in the gate of the Lord's house, and proclaim
there this word, and say, Hear the word of the Lord, all
you men of Judah who enter these gates to worship
" the Lord. 3 Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of

Israel: Amend your ways and your deeds, and | will let
vou dwell in this place. 4 Do not trust in these
deceptive words: ‘This is the temple of the Lord, the
temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord.

5 “For if you truly amend your ways and your deeds, if
you truly execute justice one with another,




6 if you do not oppress the sojourner, the fatherless,
or the widow, or shed innocent blood in this place,
and if you do not go after other gods to your own
harm, 7 then | will let you dwell in this place, in the land
that | gave of old to your fathers forever. 8 “Behold,

" you trust in deceptive words to no avail. 9 Will you
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steal, murder, commit adultery, swear falsely, make
offerings to Baal, and go after other gods that you have
not known, 10 and then come and stand before me in
this house, which is called by my name, and say,

‘We are delivered!"—only to go on doing all these
abominations?




11 Has this house, which is called by my name, become
a den of robbers in your eyes? Behold, | myself have
seen it, declares the Lord. 12 Go now to my place that

| was in Shiloh, where | made my name dwell at first,

and see what | did to it because of the evil of my
people Israel. 13 And now, because you have done all
these things, declares the Lord, and when | spoke to
vou persistently you did not listen, and when | callea
you, you did not answer,




14 therefore | will do to the house that is called by my
| name, and in which you trust, and to the place that |

gave to you and to your fathers, as | did to Shiloh.
15 And | will cast you out of my sight, as | cast out all
your kinsmen, all the offspring of Ephraim.




Matthew 6:7-13 (The Message)

The world is full of so-called prayer warriors who are
prayer-ignorant. They're full of formulas and programs
' and advice, peddling technigues for getting what you

want from God. Don’t fall for that nonsense. This is
your Father you are dealing with, and he knows better
than you what you need. With a God like this loving
YOu, You can pray very simply.
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Galatians 4:8-11

Formerly, when you did not know God, you were
enslaved to those that by nature are not gods. 9 But
now that you have come to know God, or rather to be

known by God, how can you turn back again

to the weak and worthless elementary principles of
the world, whose slaves you want to be once more?

10 You observe days and months and seasons and
vears! 11 | am afraid | may have labored over you in vain




The ark went in front of the marchers around the city
| of Jericho (Joshua 6:6-8). Moses told the priests to lead

the ark into battle against the Midianites (Numbers
31:6). Later, Saul brought the ark into battle (1 Samuel
14:18), as did David (2 Samuel 11:11).




“Now, beloved, when you are worshipping God, shout
If you are filled with holy gladness. If the shout comes
from your heart, | would not ask you to restrain it. God
forbid that we should judge any man’s worship! But do
not be so foolish as to suppose that because there is

" loud noise there must also be faith. Faith is a still water,
it flows deep. True faith in God may express itself with
leaping and with shouting; and it is a happy thing
when it does: but it can also sit still before the Lorq,
and that perhaps is a happier thing still.”
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-Charles Spurgeon
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3. Realize God Works in Defeat
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“The Hebrew niglad, “(the ark of God) has been
captured” (v. 22), may refer to a voluntary and
purposeful expedition.[9] In this case, the ark was not
taken captive to Philistine territory but rather sent on

| an expedition to achieve the Lord’s purposes. Although

that purpose remains to be seen, the fact that the Lorad
had a plan even in what appeared to be Israel’s total
failure encourages us not to despair about any
misfortune. The so-called “teleological theodicy” in
Chinese philosophy provides a similar way out of the
problem of theodicy...”




“...It argues that Heaven'’s plan is to make evil people
successful so that they can be happy with what they
have done and continue to do evil until they meet

' Heaven'’s final punishment. God is able to surprise us

under any circumstances. God can make a way where
there seems to be no way!”

-Koowon Kim
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Psalm 78:60-72

60 He abandoned the tabernacle of Shiloh,
the tent he had set up among humans.

61 He sent the ark of his might into captivity,
his splendor into the hands of the enemy.

62 He gave his people over to the sword;

he was furious with his inheritance.
63 Fire consumed their young men,

and their young women had no wedding songs;
64 their priests were put to the swordq,

and their widows could not weep.




65 Then the Lord awoke as from sleep,
as a warrior wakes from the stupor of wine.
66 He beat back his enemies;
he put them to everlasting shame.
" 67 Then he rejected the tents of Joseph,
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he did not choose the tribe of Ephraim;
68 but he chose the tribe of Judah,
Mount Zion, which he loved.
69 He built his sanctuary like the heignts,
like the earth that he established forever.
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70 He chose David his servant
and took him from the sheep pens;
=\ /1 from tending the sheep he brought him

to be the shepherd of his people Jacob,
of Israel his inheritance.

/2 And David shepherded them with integrity of heart;
with skillful hands he led them.




John 12:9-19

Meanwhile a large crowd of Jews found out that Jesus
was there and came, not only because of him but also
to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead.
10 So the chief priests made plans to kill Lazarus as

- well, 11 for on account of him many of the Jews were
going over to Jesus and believing in him.
Jesus Comes to Jerusalem as King
12 The next day the great crowd that had come for the
festival heard that Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem.
13 They took palm branches and went out to meet him,
shouting,
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!

“Hosanna
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”
“Blessed is the king of Israel
| 14 Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, as it is

44
!

written:

15

“Do not be afraid, Daughter Zion;
see, your king is coming,
seated on a donkey’s colt.”
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16 At first his disciples did not understand all this.
Only after Jesus was glorified did they realize that
these things had been written about him and that
these things had been done to him.

| 17 Now the crowd that was with him when he called

Lazarus from the tomb and raised him from the dead
continued to spread the word. 18 Many people,
because they had heard that he had performed this
sign, went out to meet him. 19 So the Pharisees said to
one another, “See, this is getting us nowhere. Look
how the whole world has gone after him!”
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