


1 Samuel 18-19 
Thriving Through Opposition



1 Samuel 18 
As soon as he had finished speaking to Saul, the soul of 
Jonathan was knit to the soul of David, and Jonathan 
loved him as his own soul. 2 And Saul took him that day 
and would not let him return to his father's house. 
3 Then Jonathan made a covenant with David, because 
he loved him as his own soul. 4 And Jonathan stripped 
himself of the robe that was on him and gave it to David, 
and his armor, and even his sword and his bow and his 
belt. 5 And David went out and was successful wherever 
Saul sent him, so that Saul set him over the men of war. 
And this was good in the sight of all the people and also 
in the sight of Saul's servants.



6 As they were coming home, when David returned 
from striking down the Philistine, the women came out 
of all the cities of Israel, singing and dancing, to meet 
King Saul, with tambourines, with songs of joy, and with 
musical instruments. 7 And the women sang to one 
another as they celebrated, 
“Saul has struck down his thousands, 
    and David his ten thousands.” 
8 And Saul was very angry, and this saying displeased 
him. He said, “They have ascribed to David ten 
thousands, and to me they have ascribed thousands, 
and what more can he have but the kingdom?”



9 And Saul eyed David from that day on. 
10 The next day a harmful spirit from God rushed upon 
Saul, and he raved within his house while David was 
playing the lyre, as he did day by day. Saul had his 
spear in his hand. 11 And Saul hurled the spear, for he 
thought, “I will pin David to the wall.” But David evaded 
him twice. 
12 Saul was afraid of David because the Lord was with 
him but had departed from Saul. 13 So Saul removed 
him from his presence and made him a commander of 
a thousand. And he went out and came in before the 
people.



14 And David had success in all his undertakings, 
for the Lord was with him. 15 And when Saul saw that 
he had great success, he stood in fearful awe of him. 
16 But all Israel and Judah loved David, for he went out 
and came in before them.



Psalm 105:1-6 
1  Give thanks to the Lord and proclaim his greatness. 
    Let the whole world know what he has done. 
2  Sing to him; yes, sing his praises. 
    Tell everyone about his wonderful deeds. 
3  Exult in his holy name; rejoice, you who worship the 
Lord. 4  Search for the Lord and for his strength; 
    continually seek him. 
5  Remember the wonders he has performed, 
    his miracles, and the rulings he has given, 
6  you children of his servant Abraham, 
    you descendants of Jacob, his chosen ones.



1. Hard times will come, 
but God has a purpose. 

(Suffering)



Psalm 105:16-22  
16  He called for a famine on the land of Canaan, 
    cutting off its food supply. 
17  Then he sent someone to Egypt ahead of them— 
    Joseph, who was sold as a slave. 
18  They bruised his feet with fetters 
    and placed his neck in an iron collar. 
19  Until the time came to fulfill his dreams, 
    the Lord tested Joseph’s character. 
20  Then Pharaoh sent for him and set him free; 
    the ruler of the nation opened his prison door…



21  Joseph was put in charge of all the king’s household; 
    he became ruler over all the king’s possessions. 
22  He could instruct the king’s aides as he pleased 
    and teach the king’s advisers



1 Samuel 19:4-5 
The next morning Jonathan spoke with his father about 
David, saying many good things about him. “The king 
must not sin against his servant David,” Jonathan said. 
“He’s never done anything to harm you. He has always 
helped you in any way he could. 5 Have you forgotten 
about the time he risked his life to kill the Philistine 
giant and how the Lord brought a great victory to all 
Israel as a result? You were certainly happy about it 
then. Why should you murder an innocent man like 
David? There is no reason for it at all!



James 1:2-4 
Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of 
various kinds, 3 for you know that the testing of your 
faith produces steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness 
have its full effect, that you may be perfect and 
complete, lacking in nothing.



“…implicit in what James says is a conviction that the 
suffering of believers is always under the providential 
control of a God who wants only the best for his 
people.” 

-Douglas J. Moo



Psalm 13:1-6 
For the director of music. A psalm of David. 
1  How long, Lord? Will you forget me forever? 
    How long will you hide your face from me? 
2  How long must I wrestle with my thoughts 
    and day after day have sorrow in my heart? 
    How long will my enemy triumph over me? 
3  Look on me and answer, Lord my God. 
    Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep in death,



4  and my enemy will say, “I have overcome him,” 
    and my foes will rejoice when I fall. 
5  But I trust in your unfailing love; 
    my heart rejoices in your salvation. 
6  I will sing the Lord’s praise, 
    for he has been good to me.



Isaiah 50:10 
Who among you fears the LORD and obeys his servant? 
If you are walking in darkness, without a ray of light, 
trust in the LORD and rely on your God.



1 Peter 3:13-14 
Now, who will want to harm you if you are eager to do 
good? 14 But even if you suffer for doing what is right, 
God will reward you for it.



Romans 5:3-5 (NLT) 
We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and 
trials, for we know that they help us develop 
endurance. 4 And endurance develops strength of 
character, and character strengthens our confident 
hope of salvation. 5 And this hope will not lead to 
disappointment. For we know how dearly God loves us, 
because he has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts 
with his love.



Hebrews 12:3-13 (NLT) 
Think of all the hostility he endured from sinful people; 
then you won’t become weary and give up. 
4 After all, you have not yet given your lives in your 
struggle against sin. 
5 And have you forgotten the encouraging words God 
spoke to you as his children? He said, 
“My child, don’t make light of the Lord’s discipline, 
    and don’t give up when he corrects you. 
6 For the Lord disciplines those he loves, 
    and he punishes each one he accepts as his child…”



7 As you endure this divine discipline, remember that 
God is treating you as his own children. Who ever heard 
of a child who is never disciplined by its father? 
8 If God doesn’t discipline you as he does all of his 
children, it means that you are illegitimate and are not 
really his children at all. 9 Since we respected our 
earthly fathers who disciplined us, shouldn’t we submit 
even more to the discipline of the Father of our spirits, 
and live forever?



10 For our earthly fathers disciplined us for a few years, 
doing the best they knew how. But God’s discipline is 
always good for us, so that we might share in his 
holiness. 11 No discipline is enjoyable while it is 
happening—it’s painful! But afterward there will be a 
peaceful harvest of right living for those who are 
trained in this way. 
12 So take a new grip with your tired hands and 
strengthen your weak knees. 13 Mark out a straight path 
for your feet so that those who are weak and lame will 
not fall but become strong.



“I suggest to you that it is because God loves us that he 
gives us the gift of suffering. Pain is God’s megaphone 
to rouse a deaf world. You see, we are like blocks of 
stone out of which the Sculptor carves the forms of 
men. The blows of his chisel, which hurt us so much 
are what make us perfect.” 

-C.S. Lewis



2.  Hard times will come, 
but God will be enough. 

(Identity)



Identity: 
Wherever I find my: 
Purpose, Value, Significance, 
Acceptance, and Security.



-David Foster Wallace



“Because here's 
something else that's true. 
In the day-to-day trenches 
of adult life, there is 
actually no such thing as 
atheism… Everybody 
worships. The only 
choice we get is what to 
worship. And … pretty 
much anything you 
worship will eat you alive. 
If you worship money and 
things,

-David Foster Wallace



if they are where you tap 
real meaning in life—
then you will never have 
enough… Worship your 
own body and beauty 
and sexual allure and 
you will always feel 
ugly, and when time 
and age start showing, 
you will die a million 
deaths before they 
finally plant you…” -David Foster Wallace



“…Worship power—you 
will feel weak and afraid, 
and you will need ever 
more power over 
others to keep the fear 
at bay. Worship your 
intellect, being seen 
as smart—you will end 
up feeling stupid, a 
fraud, always on the 
verge of being found 
out. And so on.” -David Foster Wallace



“God made me fast and when 
I run, I feel His pleasure… 
To give that up is to hold Him 
in contempt… 
To win is to honor Him ” 

Eric Liddell - Chariots of Fire



“Contentment; I’m 24 
and I’ve never known it. 
I’m forever in pursuit, and I 
don’t even know what I’m 
chasing. I have 10 lonely 
seconds to justify my 
existence… But will I?” 

Harold Abrahams



Job 1:20-22 
Job stood up and tore his robe in grief. Then he shaved 
his head and fell to the ground to worship. 21 He said, 
“I came naked from my mother’s womb, 
    and I will be naked when I leave. 
The Lord gave me what I had, 
    and the Lord has taken it away. 
Praise the name of the Lord!” 
22 In all of this, Job did not sin by blaming God.



Job 2:9-10 
His wife said to him, “Are you still trying to maintain 
your integrity? Curse God and die.” 
10 But Job replied, “You talk like a foolish woman. 
Should we accept only good things from the hand of 
God and never anything bad?” So in all this, Job said 
nothing wrong.



“Sin isn’t only doing bad 
things, it is more 
fundamentally making 
good things into ultimate 
things. Sin is building your 
life and meaning on 
anything, even a very good 
thing, more than on God. 
Whatever we build our life 
on will drive us and enslave 
us. Sin is primarily idolatry.”Tim Keller



If you center your life and identity on your spouse or 
partner, you will be emotionally dependent, jealous, 
and controlling. The other person’s problems will be 
overwhelming to you. 

If you center your life and identity on your family and 
children, you will try to live your life through your 
children until they resent you or have no self of their 
own. At worst, you may abuse them when they 
displease you.



If you center your life and identity on your work and 
career, you will be a driven workaholic and a boring, 
shallow person. At worst you will lose family and friends 
and, if your career goes poorly, develop deep 
depression. 

If you center your life and identity on money and 
possessions, you’ll be eaten up by worry or jealousy 
about money. You’ll be willing to do unethical things to 
maintain your lifestyle, which will eventually blow up 
your life.



If you center your life and identity on pleasure, 
gratification, and comfort, you will find yourself getting 
addicted to something. You will become chained to the 
“escape strategies” by which you avoid the hardness of 
life. 

If you center your life and identity on relationships and 
approval, you will be constantly overly hurt by criticism 
and thus always losing friends. You will fear confronting 
others and therefore will be a useless friend.



If you center your life and identity on a “noble cause,” 
you will divide the world into “good” and “bad” and 
demonize your opponents. Ironically, you will be 
controlled by your enemies. Without them, you have no 
purpose. 

If you center your life and identity on religion and 
morality, you will, if you are living up to your moral 
standards, be proud, self- righteous, and cruel. If you 
don’t live up to your moral standards, your guilt will be 
utterly devastating.



Acceptance  
Religion: “I obey; therefore, I’m accepted.” 
Gospel: “I’m accepted; therefore, I obey.” 

Motivation 
Religion: Motivation is based on fear and insecurity. 
Gospel: Motivation is based on grateful joy.



Circumstances 
RELIGION: When circumstances in my life go wrong, 
I am angry at God or my self, since I believe, like Job’s 
friends that anyone who is good deserves a 
comfortable life. 

THE GOSPEL: When circumstances in my life go wrong, 
I struggle but I know all my punishment fell on Jesus 
and that while he may allow this for my training, 
he will exercise his Fatherly love within my trial.



Criticism  
RELIGION: When I am criticized I am furious or 
devastated because it is critical that I think of myself 
as a ‘good person’. Threats to that self-image must be 
destroyed at all costs. 

THE GOSPEL: When I am criticized I struggle, but it is 
not critical for me to think of myself as a ‘good person.’ 
My identity is not built on my record or my performance 
but on God’s love for me in Christ. I can take criticism.



Prayer 
RELIGION: My prayer life consists largely of petition and 
it only heats up when I am in a time of need. My main 
purpose in prayer is control of the environment. 

THE GOSPEL: My prayer life consists of generous 
stretches of praise and adoration. My main purpose is 
fellowship with Him.



Confidence 

RELIGION: My self-view swings between two poles. 
If and when I am living up to my standards, I feel 
confident, but then I am prone to be proud and 
unsympathetic to failing people. If and when I am not 
living up to standards, I feel insecure and inadequate. 
I’m not confident. I feel like a failure.



Confidence 

THE GOSPEL: My self-view is not based on a view of my 
self as a moral achiever. In Christ I am “simul iustus et 
peccator”-simultaneously sinful and yet accepted in 
Christ. I am so bad he had to die for me and I am so 
loved he was glad to die for me. This leads me to 
deeper and deeper humility and confidence at the 
same time. Neither swaggering nor sniveling.



Value 
RELIGION: My identity and self-worth are based mainly 
on how hard I work. Or how moral I am, and so I must 
look down on those I perceive as lazy or immoral. 
I disdain and feel superior to ‘the other.’ 

THE GOSPEL: My identity and self-worth are centered 
on the one who died for His enemies, who was 
excluded from the city for me. I am saved by sheer 
grace. So I can’t look down on those who believe or 
practice something different from me. Only by grace I 
am what I am. I’ve no inner need to win arguments.



Significance  

RELIGION: Since I look to my own pedigree or 
performance for my spiritual acceptability, my heart 
manufactures idols. It may be my talents, my moral 
record, my personal discipline, my social status, etc. 
I absolutely have to have them so they serve as my 
main hope, meaning, happiness, security, and 
significance, whatever I may say I believe about God.



Significance  

THE GOSPEL: I have many good things in my life- 
family, work, spiritual disciplines, etc. But none of these 
good things are ultimate things to me. None of them 
are things I absolutely have to have, so there is a limit to 
how much anxiety, bitterness, and despondency they 
can inflict on me when they are threatened and lost.



Jeremiah 2:13 
For my people have committed two evils: 
they have forsaken me, the fountain of living waters, 
and hewed out cisterns for themselves, broken cisterns 
that can hold no water.



3. Hard times will come, 
but God will be successful. 

(Blessing)



Exodus 1:8-12 
Eventually, a new king came to power in Egypt who 
knew nothing about Joseph or what he had done. 
9 He said to his people, “Look, the people of Israel now 
outnumber us and are stronger than we are. 
10 We must make a plan to keep them from growing 
even more. If we don’t, and if war breaks out, they will 
join our enemies and fight against us. Then they will 
escape from the country.”



11 So the Egyptians made the Israelites their slaves. 
They appointed brutal slave drivers over them, hoping 
to wear them down with crushing labor. They forced 
them to build the cities of Pithom and Rameses as 
supply centers for the king. 12 But the more the 
Egyptians oppressed them, the more the Israelites 
multiplied and spread, and the more alarmed the 
Egyptians became.



Acts 8:1,4 
A great wave of persecution began that day, sweeping 
over the church in Jerusalem; and all the believers 
except the apostles were scattered through the regions 
of Judea and Samaria… 
4 But the believers who were scattered preached the 
Good News about Jesus wherever they went.



Acts 11:19-21 
Meanwhile, the believers who had been scattered 
during the persecution after Stephen’s death traveled 
as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch of Syria… 
The power of the Lord was with them, and a large 
number of these Gentiles believed and turned to the 
Lord.



Jeremiah 29:11 
For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord. 
“They are plans for good and not for disaster, to give 
you a future and a hope.



Jeremiah 29:8-10 
This is what the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, the God of 
Israel, says: “Do not let your prophets and fortune-
tellers who are with you in the land of Babylon trick you. 
Do not listen to their dreams, 9 because they are telling 
you lies in my name. I have not sent them,” 
says the Lord. 
10 This is what the Lord says: “You will be in Babylon for 
seventy years. But then I will come and do for you all 
the good things I have promised, and I will bring you 
home again. 



Matthew 5:11-12 
God blesses you when people mock you and persecute 
you and lie about you and say all sorts of evil things 
against you because you are my followers. 12 Be happy 
about it! Be very glad! For a great reward awaits you in 
heaven. And remember, the ancient prophets were 
persecuted in the same way.



2 Corinthians 9:7-10 
So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the 
surpassing greatness of the revelations, a thorn was 
given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass 
me, to keep me from becoming conceited. 8 Three times 
I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave 
me. 9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, 
for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I 
will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that 
the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10 For the sake of 
Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, 
hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am 
weak, then I am strong.



“Christians are called to refuse retaliation and to live in 
such a way as not only to overcome but transform the 
oppressors.” 

-Bill T. Arnold



1 Peter 4:12-19 
Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that 
has come on you to test you, as though something 
strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice 
inasmuch as you participate in the sufferings of Christ, 
so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is 
revealed. 14 If you are insulted because of the name of 
Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of 
God rests on you. 15 If you suffer, it should not be as a 
murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or even 
as a meddler…



16 However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be 
ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name. 
17 For it is time for judgment to begin with God’s 
household; and if it begins with us, what will the 
outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of 
God? 18 And, 
“If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, 
what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 
19 So then, those who suffer according to God’s will 
should commit themselves to their faithful Creator 
and continue to do good.




