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1 Samuel 3:1-21

Rise of Samuel
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1 Samuel 3:1-19

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD in
the presence of Eli. And the word of the LORD was rare
in those days; there was no frequent vision. 2 At that

| time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so

that he could not see, was lying down in his own place.
3 The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel
was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the
ark of God was. 4 Then the LORD called Samuel, and
he said, “Here | am!” 5 and ran to Eli and said,

“Here | am, for you called me..”




But he said, “l did not call; lie down again.” So he went
and lay down. 6 And the LORD called again, “Samuel!”
and Samuel arose and went to Eli and said, “Here | am,
for you called me.” But he said, “l did not call, my son;
lie down again.” 7 Now Samuel did not yet know the

" LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been

revealed to him. 8 And the LORD called Samuel again
the third time. And he arose and went to Eli and saidq,
“Here | am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that
the LORD was calling the boy. 9 Therefore Eli said to
Samuel, “Go, lie down, and if he calls you, you shall
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say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant hears.
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So Samuel went and lay down in his place.
10 And the LORD came and stood, calling as at other
times, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said,

“Speak, for your servant hears.” 11 Then the LORD said
to Samuel, “Behold, | am about to do a thing in Israel at
~ which the two ears of everyone who hears it will tingle.

12 On that day | will fulfill against Eli all that | have
spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end.
13 And | declare to him that | am about to punish his
house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because
his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not
restrain them.



%%
)

14 Therefore | swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity
of Eli's house shall not be atoned for by sacrifice or
offering forever.” 15 Samuel lay until morning; then he
opened the doors of the house of the LORD. And
Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 16 But Eli

' called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.” And he said,

.

“Here | am.” 17 And Eli said, “What was it that he told
you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to you
and more also if you hide anything from me of all that
he told you.” 18 So Samuel told him everything and hid
nothing from him. And he said, “It is the LORD. Let him
do what seems good to him.”




19 And Samuel grew, and the LORD was with him and
let none of his words fall to the ground. 20 And all
Israel from Dan to Beersheba knew that Samuel was

=\ established as a prophet of the LORD. 21 And the LORD

appeared again at Shiloh, for the LORD revealed
himself to Samuel at Shiloh by the word of the LORD.

1 Samuel 4:1
And the word of Samuel came to all Israel.
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1. Power of the Word of God



Amos 8:11-12

11 “Behold, the days are coming,” declares the Lorad
Godq,

“when | will send a famine on the land—
N . .
" not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water,

but of hearing the words of the Lord.
12 They shall wander from sea to sea,
and from north to east;

they shall run to and fro, to seek the word of the Lord,
but they shall not find it.




%, Matthew 4:4

" But he answered, “It is written,
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Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word
that comes from the mouth of God.”




1 Timothy 3:16
=\ All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for

teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be
complete, equipped for every good work.




Colossians 3:16
NN\ Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and

admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with
thankfulness in your hearts to God.




“I| want to know one thing the way to heaven; how to
land safe on that happy shore. God Himself has
condescended to teach the way; for this very end He
| came from heaven. He hath written it down in a book.

O give me that book! At any price, give me the book of
God! | have it: here is knowledge enough for me. Let
me be "homo unius libri.”

-John Wesley




Psalm 19:7-11
The law of the Lord is perfect,
reviving the soul;
=\ the testimony of the Lord is sure,

making wise the simple;

8 the precepts of the Lord are right,
rejoicing the heart;

the commandment of the Lord is pure,
enlightening the eyes;




O the fear of the Lord is clean,
enduring forever;

the rules of the Lord are true,
and righteous altogether.

SN .
10 More to be desired are they than gold,

even much fine gold;

sweeter also than honey
and drippings of the honeycomb.

11 Moreover, by them is your servant warned;
in keeping them there is great reward.
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2. A Warning On Sensuality



“Samuel’s choice to camp out in the temple
=\ underscores his dedication to God and contrasts Eli’s

apathetic and indifferent attitude toward holy things.”

-Paul Evans
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1Samuel 4:18

=\ As soon as he mentioned the ark of Godq, Eli fell over
backward from his seat by the side of the gate, and his
neck was broken and he died, for the man was old and
heavy. He had judged Israel forty years.
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>\ Deuteronomy 34:7
Moses was 120 years old when he died. His eye was
undimmed, and his vigor unabated.




=\ Genesis 27:1

When Isaac was old and his eyes were dim so that he
could not see...




Genesis 25:19-27
These are the generations of Isaac, Abraham's son:
Abraham fathered Isaac, 20 and Isaac was forty years
old when he took Rebekah, the daughter of Bethuel
the Aramean of Paddan-aram, the sister of Laban the
' Aramean, to be his wife. 21 And Isaac prayed to the

Lord for his wife, because she was barren. And the
Lord granted his prayer, and Rebekah his wife
conceived. 22 The children struggled together within
her, and she said, “If it is thus, why is this happening to
me?” So she went to inquire of the Lord. 23 And the
Lord said to her,
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“Two nations are in your womb,
and two peoples from within you shall be divided:;
the one shall be stronger than the other,
the older shall serve the younger.”
| 24 When her days to give birth were completed,

behold, there were twins in her womb.

25 The first came out red, all his body like a hairy
cloak, so they called his name Esau. 26 Afterward his
brother came out with his hand holding Esau's heel,

sO his name was called Jacob. |saac was sixty years old
when she bore them...




b, 27 When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter,
' a man of the field, while Jacob was a quiet man,

dwelling in tents. 28 Isaac loved Esau because he ate
of his game, but Rebekah loved Jacob.




”Isaao who had a taste for wild game, loved

Esau” (Gen. 25:28) foreshadows Isaac’s defining
moment of failure when he seeks to bless profane Esau,
not elect Jacob, because his moral taste has become
jaded by his sensual appetite ( chap. 27 ). The words

' that occur over and over again are sayid (“game”), ten

SN

times, and (“tasty food”), six times. Isaac is said to “love
tasty food” by Rebekah, Isaac himself, and the narrator.
This repetition makes clear the story’s message: Isaac’s
cupidity has distorted his spiritual taste. He has given
himself over to an indulgent sensuality.”

-Bruce Waltke
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2 Samuel 1:5-16
Then David said to the young man who told him,

“How do you know that Saul and his son Jonathan are
dead?” 6 And the young man who told him said,

| “By chance | happened to be on Mount Gilboa,

and there was Saul leaning on his spear, and behold,
the chariots and the horsemen were close upon him.
/ And when he looked behind him, he saw me,

and called to me. And | answered, ‘Here | am.

8 And he said to me, ‘Who are you?’ | answered him,
I am an Amalekite...
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9 And he said to me, ‘Stand beside me and kill me, for
anguish has seized me, and yet my life still lingers.
10 So | stood beside him and killed him, because | was
sure that he could not live after he had fallen. And |
took the crown that was on his head and the armlet

' that was on his arm, and | have brought them here to

my lord.” 11 Then David took hold of his clothes and
tore them, and so did all the men who were with him.
12 And they mourned and wept and fasted until
evening for Saul and for Jonathan his son and for the
people of the Lord and for the house of Israel, because
they had fallen by the sword...




13 And David said to the young man who told him,
“Where do you come from?” And he answered,

“| am the son of a sojourner, an Amalekite.” 14 David
said to him, “How is it you were not afraid to put out
" your hand to destroy the Lord's anointed?” 15 Then

David called one of the young men and said,

“Go, execute him.” And he struck him down so that he
died. 16 And David said to him, “Your blood be on your
head, for your own mouth has testified against you,
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saying, ‘| have killed the Lord's anointed.




3. A Call to Respond

in Humble Service




“When God calls us, let us answer in the same way that
Samuel spoke to Eli and to God: “Here | am, for you
called me” (1 Sam. 3:5). There are callings that every
Christian shares: the calling to believe in Christ, to

~ grow in godliness, to study God’s Word, and to speak

God’s Word to the world. But God has particular
callings for different individuals: to take an interest in a
certain person’s salvation, to meet a ministry need in
the church, to leave one’s home to serve on the
mission field, to enter the ordained ministry,




“...to serve as an elder or deacon, to take up the

burden of schooling one’s children, and to make

financial sacrifices for the support of a kingdom cause,
| to name a few. Such callings constitute decisive

moments in our lives, and our fruitfulness in life is
largely determined by our willingness to repeat
Samuel’s answer: “Here | am, for you called me.”

-Richard Phillips
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4. A Picture of Judgement



Psalm 96:11-13
11 Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice;
let the sea roar, and all that fills it;
SN\ 12 |et the field exult, and everything in it!

Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy
13 before the Lord, for he comes,

for he comes to judge the earth.
He will judge the world in righteousness,

and the peoples in his faithfulness.




2 Corinthians 2:14-17

But thank God! He has made us his captives and
continues to lead us along in Christ’s triumphal
procession. Now he uses us to spread the knowledge
~ of Christ everywhere, like a sweet perfume. 15 Our

lives are a Christ-like fragrance rising up to God. But
this fragrance is perceived differently by those who are
being saved and by those who are perishing. 16 To
those who are perishing, we are a dreadful smell of
death and doom...




But to those who are being saved, we are a life-giving
perfume. And who is adequate for such a task as this?

SN .
" 17 You see, we are not like the many hucksters who

preach for personal profit. We preach the word of God
with sincerity and with Christ’s authority, knowing that
God is watching us.
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2 Peter 3:7-10

But by the same word the heavens and earth that now
exist are stored up for fire, being kept until the day of
judgment and destruction of the ungodly. 8 But do not

" overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one

day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as
one day. 9 The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as
some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not
wishing that any should perish, but that all should
reach repentance...




10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and
S\ then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the

heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved,
and the earth and the works that are done on it will be
exposed.




| S
%
)

' 5. Reminder of the Hope of Christ



John1:1-5

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the

" beginning with God. 3 All things were made through
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him, and without him was not any thing made that was
made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of

men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness has not overcome it.




Hebrews 1:1-3

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke
to our fathers by the prophets, 2 but in these last days
he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed

" the heir of all things, through whom also he created

the world. 3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and
the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the
universe by the word of his power. After making
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of
the Majesty on high...
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Matthew 4:15-17
“The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali,

the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the

Gentiles—
| 16 the people dwelling in darkness

have seen a great light,
and for those dwelling in the region and shadow of

death,

on them a light has dawned.”
17 From that time Jesus began to preach, saying,
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”




2 Peter 1:16-21

For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we
made known to you the power and coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.
' 17 For when he received honor and glory from God the

Father, and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic
Glory, “This is my beloved Son, with whom | am well
pleased,” 18 we ourselves heard this very voice borne

from heaven, for we were with him on the holy
mountain...




19 And we have the prophetic word more fully
confirmed, to which you will do well to pay attention
as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day

| dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts,

20 knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of
Scripture comes from someone's own interpretation.
21 For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of
man, but men spoke from God as they were carried
along by the Holy Spirit.
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Romans 13:11-14
Besides this you know the time, that the hour has

come for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is
nearer to us now than when we first believed. 12 The

night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast

off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light.
13 Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies
and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and
sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 But put on
the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the

flesh, to gratify its desires.




=\ Matthew 24:35

Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not
pass away.
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