


Luke 7:36-50 
One of the Pharisees asked him to eat with him, and he 
went into the Pharisee's house and reclined at table. 
37 And behold, a woman of the city, who was a sinner, 
when she learned that he was reclining at table in the 
Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster flask of ointment, 
38 and standing behind him at his feet, weeping, she began 
to wet his feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair 
of her head and kissed his feet and anointed them with the 
ointment. 39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited him 
saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he 
would have known who and what sort of woman this is who 
is touching him, for she is a sinner.”



40 And Jesus answering said to him, “Simon, I have 
something to say to you.” And he answered, “Say it, 
Teacher.” 41 “A certain moneylender had two debtors. 
One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42 When 
they could not pay, he cancelled the debt of both. Now 
which of them will love him more?” 43 Simon answered, 
“The one, I suppose, for whom he cancelled the larger 
debt.” And he said to him, “You have judged rightly.” 
44 Then turning toward the woman he said to Simon, 
“Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave 
me no water for my feet, but she has wet my feet with her 
tears and wiped them with her hair…



45 You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has 
not ceased to kiss my feet. 46 You did not anoint my head 
with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment. 
47 Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are 
forgiven—for she loved much. But he who is forgiven little, 
loves little.” 48 And he said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 
49 Then those who were at table with him began to say 
among[h] themselves, “Who is this, who even forgives 
sins?” 50 And he said to the woman, “Your faith has saved 
you; go in peace.”



Romans 1:8-15 
First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, 
because your faith is proclaimed in all the world. 9 For God 
is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of 
his Son, that without ceasing I mention you 10 always in my 
prayers, asking that somehow by God's will I may now at 
last succeed in coming to you. 11 For I long to see you, that 
I may impart to you some spiritual gift to strengthen you— 
12 that is, that we may be mutually encouraged by each 
other's faith, both yours and mine…



13 I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that I have 
often intended to come to you (but thus far have been 
prevented), in order that I may reap some harvest among 
you as well as among the rest of the Gentiles. 14 I am under 
obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the 
wise and to the foolish. 15 So I am eager to preach the 
gospel to you also who are in Rome.





1. Lord, Teach Me to Be Grateful! 



1 John 4:20-21 
[20] If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is 
a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has 
seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. [21] And this 
commandment we have from him: whoever loves God 
must also love his brother.



“They're also physically healthier and report fewer physical 
symptoms such as headaches, stomachaches, and runny 
noses. We've also found that grateful teens (ages 14-19), 
compared to less grateful teens, are more satisfied with 
their lives, use their strengths to better their community, 
are more engaged in their schoolwork and hobbies, 
have higher grades, and are less envious, depressed, 
and materialistic." 

-Jeffrey Froh



"A thankful heart for those to whom one ministers is 
essential to true spiritual service. The Christian who is trying 
to serve God’s people, however needy they may be, without 
gratitude in his heart for what the Lord has done for them 
will find his service lacking joy. Paul could usually find a 
cause for thanks so that he could honor the Lord for what 
had been done already and hope for what God would use 
him to do. Superficial believers are seldom satisfied and 
therefore seldom thankful. Because they focus on their own 
appetites for things of the world, they are more often 
resentful than thankful…"



“…A thankless heart is a selfish, self-centered, legalistic 
heart. Paul had a thankful heart because he continually 
focused on what God was doing in his own life, in the lives 
of other faithful believers, and in the advancement of His 
kingdom throughout the world.” 

-John MacArthur



A thankful heart helps us see 
what God is doing



A thankful heart tells you what 
you think is really important in life



1 John 3:14 
If we love our brothers and sisters who are believers, it 
proves that we have passed from death to life. But a person 
who has no love is still dead.



2. Lord, Make Me a Contributor 
and Not a Consumer!



1 Timothy 1:12-14 (NLT) 
I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength to 
do his work. He considered me trustworthy and appointed 
me to serve him, 13 even though I used to blaspheme the 
name of Christ. In my insolence, I persecuted his people. 
But God had mercy on me because I did it in ignorance 
and unbelief. 14 Oh, how generous and gracious our Lord 
was! He filled me with the faith and love that come from 
Christ Jesus.



1 John 3:16 
By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, 
and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers.



John 21:17-21 
A third time he asked him, “Simon son of John, do you love 
me?” Peter was hurt that Jesus asked the question a third 
time. He said, “Lord, you know everything. You know that I 
love you.” Jesus said, “Then feed my sheep. 
18 “I tell you the truth, when you were young, you were able 
to do as you liked; you dressed yourself and went wherever 
you wanted to go. But when you are old, you will stretch out 
your hands, and others will dress you and take you where 
you don’t want to go.” 19 Jesus said this to let him know by 
what kind of death he would glorify God. Then Jesus told 
him, “Follow me.”



20 Peter turned around and saw behind them the disciple 
Jesus loved—the one who had leaned over to Jesus during 
supper and asked, “Lord, who will betray you?” 
21 Peter asked Jesus, “What about him, Lord?”



Acts 9:8 
Saul picked himself up off the ground, but when he opened 
his eyes he was blind. So his companions led him by the 
hand to Damascus



2 Corinthians 5:15 
He died for everyone so that those who receive his new life 
will no longer live for themselves. Instead, they will live for 
Christ, who died and was raised for them.



Pastors often hear, "I work my fingers to the bone in this 
church, and what thanks do I get?" Is that the way it is? Your 
service was for thanks? Are you in your right mind? 
Servanthood begins where gratitude and applause ends.” 

-Timothy Keller



Mark 10:45 
For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve 
others and to give his life as a ransom for many.



Acts 20:32-35 
And now I commend you to God and to the word of his 
grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the 
inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 
33 I coveted no one's silver or gold or apparel. 
34 You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my 
necessities and to those who were with me. 35 In all things I 
have shown you that by working hard in this way we must 
help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, 
how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to 
receive.’”



Matthew 7:12 
So whatever you wish that others would do to you, 
do also to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets.



1 Timothy 5:5-6 
She who is truly a widow, left all alone, has set her hope 
on God and continues in supplications and prayers night 
and day, 6 but she who is self-indulgent is dead even 
while she lives.



Luke 12:13-21 
Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my 
brother to divide the inheritance with me.” 14 But he said to 
him, “Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator over you?” 
15 And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard 
against all covetousness, for one's life does not consist in 
the abundance of his possessions.” 16 And he told them a 
parable, saying, “The land of a rich man produced 
plentifully, 17 and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, 
for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ 18 And he said, 
‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build larger 
ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods…



19 And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods 
laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.”’ 
20 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is 
required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose 
will they be?’ 21 So is the one who lays up treasure for 
himself and is not rich toward God.”



3. Lord, Let Me Feel 
That Sense of Obligation!



1 Corinthians 9:16 NLT 
Yet preaching the Good News is not something I can boast 
about. I am compelled by God to do it. How terrible for me 
if I didn’t preach the Good News!



“It is illustrative to think about how I can be in debt to you. 
First, you may have lent me $100—and I am in debt to you 
until I pay it back. But second, someone else may have 
given me $100 to pass on to you—and I am in debt to you 
until I hand it on. It is in this second sense that Paul is 
“obligated” to everyone, everywhere. God has shared the 
gospel with him. But God has also commissioned him to 
declare it to others. So Paul owes people the gospel.” 

-Timothy Keller



Romans 1:8–15 confirms that all the world will one day bow 
before Christ the Lord to honor him. This will happen either 
because the nations willingly accept Christ now as Savior 
and Lord or because they will be required to do so at his 
return (cf. Phil. 2:9–11). 

Pate, C. Marvin



2 Corinthians 5:18-21 
And all of this is a gift from God, who brought us back to 
himself through Christ. And God has given us this task of 
reconciling people to him. 19 For God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world to himself, no longer counting 
people’s sins against them. And he gave us this wonderful 
message of reconciliation. 20 So we are Christ’s 
ambassadors; God is making his appeal through us. We 
speak for Christ when we plead, “Come back to God!” 
21 For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the 
offering for our sin, so that we could be made right with 
God through Christ.




