


Acts 4:25 
Who through the mouth of our father David, 
your servant, said by the Holy Spirit, 
“‘Why did the Gentiles rage, 
    and the peoples plot in vain?”



Psalm 2 
1   Why do the nations rage  
    and the peoples plot in vain? 
2  The kings of the earth set themselves,  
    and the rulers take counsel together,  
    against the Lord and against his Anointed, saying, 
3  “Let us burst their bonds apart 
    and cast away their cords from us.” 
4  He who sits in the heavens laughs; 
    the Lord holds them in derision. 
5  Then he will speak to them in his wrath,  
    and terrify them in his fury, saying,



6  “As for me, I have set my King 
    on Zion, my holy hill.” 
7  I will tell of the decree: 
The Lord said to me, “You are my Son; 
    today I have begotten you. 
8  Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage,  
    and the ends of the earth your possession. 
9  You shall break them with a rod of iron  
    and dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel.” 
10  Now therefore, O kings, be wise; 
    be warned, O rulers of the earth.



11  Serve the Lord with fear,  
    and rejoice with trembling. 
12  Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you perish in the 
way, for his wrath is quickly kindled. 
Blessed are all who take refuge in him.



1. God’s Ruler 



Genesis 1:26-28 
Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our 
likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the 
sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the 
livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping 
thing that creeps on the earth.” 
27  So God created man in his own image,  
    in the image of God he created him;  
    male and female he created them…



28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, 
“Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, 
and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the 
birds of the heavens and over every living thing that 
moves on the earth.” 



2 Samuel 7:12-16 
When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your 
fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall 
come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 
13 He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish 
the throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will be to him a 
father, and he shall be to me a son. When he commits 
iniquity, I will discipline him with the rod of men, with the 
stripes of the sons of men, 15 but my steadfast love will not 
depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away 
from before you. 16 And your house and your kingdom shall 
be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be 
established forever.’” 



Acts 13:32-33 
And we bring you the good news that what God promised 
to the fathers, 33 this he has fulfilled to us their children 
by raising Jesus, as also it is written in the second Psalm, 
“‘You are my Son, 
    today I have begotten you.’



2. Man’s Rebellion



Genesis 3:4-7 
But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely 
die. 5 For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will 
be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and 
evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good 
for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the 
tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its 
fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who 
was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were 
opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they 
sewed fig leaves together and made themselves 
loincloths.



1 John 5:19 
We know that we are from God, and the whole world 
lies in the power of the evil one.



“One Lord’s Day, Pastor Ken just stopped there, turned 
his steel blue eyes on the congregation, and held a long 
pause before he turned this question on us: 
“Congregation: Did Christ ever say this to you?” 
This startled me. This was my question. This question 
was for me: Do I still lack understanding? Who is 
speaking here, the man behind the pulpit or the 
God-man behind the foundation and redemption of his 
people? There was something about the hermeneutic of 
preaching that disarmed me. Indeed, even after all of 
these years, it still does…”



“…The image of me and everyone I loved suffering in hell 
crashed over me like shark-infested waves of a raging 
sea. Suffering in hell… because we were proud. 
We wanted to be autonomous. It was our hearts first, 
and our bodies followed. I got it. I heard it. Finally. 
I counted the costs and I did not like the math. This was 
my crucible, and this is my crucible: if the Bible is true, 
I was dead…” 

-Rosaria Butterfield



3. God’s Reaction



Acts 4:23-31 
When they were released, they went to their friends and 
reported what the chief priests and the elders had said 
to them. 24 And when they heard it, they lifted their 
voices together to God and said, “Sovereign Lord, who 
made the heaven and the earth and the sea and 
everything in them, 25 who through the mouth of our 
father David, your servant, said by the Holy Spirit, 
“‘Why did the Gentiles rage, 
    and the peoples plot in vain?



26  The kings of the earth set themselves,  
    and the rulers were gathered together,  
    against the Lord and against his Anointed’— 
27 for truly in this city there were gathered together 
against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, 
both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles 
and the peoples of Israel, 28 to do whatever your hand 
and your plan had predestined to take place. 
29 And now, Lord, look upon their threats and grant to 
your servants to continue to speak your word with all 
boldness,



30 while you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs 
and wonders are performed through the name of your 
holy servant Jesus.” 31 And when they had prayed, the 
place in which they were gathered together was shaken, 
and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and 
continued to speak the word of God with boldness.



Why do the nations rage?  
Why do they plot and scheme?  
Their bullets can't stop the prayers we pray  
In the name of the Prince of Peace  
We walk in faith and remember long ago  
How they killed Him and then how on the third day 
He arose 



Well, things may look bad  
And things may look grim  
But all these things must pass except the things that are 
of Him 
Where are the nails that pierced His hands?  
Well the nails have turned to rust  
But behold the Man  
He is risen  
And He reigns  
In the hearts of the children  
Rising up in His name 



Where are the thorns that drew His blood?  
Well, the thorns have turned to dust  
But not so the love  
He has given  
No, it remains  
In the hearts of the children  
Who will love while the nations rage



The Lord in Heaven laughs  
He knows what is to come  
While all the chiefs of state plan their big attacks  
Against His anointed One  
The Church of God she will not bend her knees  
To the gods of this world though they promise her peace  
She stands her ground  
Stands firm on the Rock  
Watch their walls tumble down 
When she lives out His love



Revelation 12:11-16 
Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! 
The one sitting on it is called Faithful and True, and in 
righteousness he judges and makes war. 12 His eyes are 
like a flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems, 
and he has a name written that no one knows but 
himself. 13 He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and 
the name by which he is called is The Word of God. 
14 And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white 
and pure, were following him on white horses…



15 From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to 
strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a 
rod of iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury of the 
wrath of God the Almighty. 16 On his robe and on his 
thigh he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of 
lords.



4. God’s Refuge



1 Thessalonians 1:10 (NLT) 
And they speak of how you are looking forward to the 
coming of God’s Son from heaven—Jesus, whom God 
raised from the dead. He is the one who has rescued us 
from the terrors of the coming judgment.



Acts 17:22-31 
So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: 
“Men of Athens, I perceive that in every way you are very 
religious. 23 For as I passed along and observed the 
objects of your worship, I found also an altar with this 
inscription: ‘To the unknown god.’ What therefore you 
worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24 The God 
who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of 
heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by 
man, 25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he 
needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind 
life and breath and everything.



26 And he made from one man every nation of mankind 
to live on all the face of the earth, having determined 
allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling 
place, 27 that they should seek God, and perhaps feel 
their way toward him and find him. 
Yet he is actually not far from each one of us, 
28 for “‘In him we live and move and have our being’; 
as even some of your own poets have said, 
“‘For we are indeed his offspring.’



29 Being then God's offspring, we ought not to think that 
the divine being is like gold or silver or stone, an image 
formed by the art and imagination of man. 30 The times 
of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all 
people everywhere to repent, 31 because he has fixed a 
day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by 
a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given 
assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”



2 Peter 3:3-18 
This is now the second letter that I am writing to you, 
beloved. In both of them I am stirring up your sincere 
mind by way of reminder, 2 that you should remember 
the predictions of the holy prophets and the 
commandment of the Lord and Savior through your 
apostles, 3 knowing this first of all, that scoffers will 
come in the last days with scoffing, following their own 
sinful desires. 4 They will say, “Where is the promise of 
his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all 
things are continuing as they were from the beginning of 
creation…”



5 For they deliberately overlook this fact, that the 
heavens existed long ago, and the earth was formed out 
of water and through water by the word of God, 6 and 
that by means of these the world that then existed was 
deluged with water and perished. 7 But by the same 
word the heavens and earth that now exist are stored up 
for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and 
destruction of the ungodly. 
8 But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with 
the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand 
years as one day…



9 The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some 
count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing 
that any should perish, but that all should reach 
repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come like a 
thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, 
and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and 
dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on 
it will be exposed. 
11 Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what 
sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and 
godliness,



12 waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of 
God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire 
and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they 
burn! 13 But according to his promise we are waiting for 
new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness 
dwells. 
14 Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be 
diligent to be found by him without spot or blemish, and 
at peace. 15 And count the patience of our Lord as 
salvation, just as our beloved brother Paul also wrote to 
you according to the wisdom given him, 16 as he does in 
all his letters when he speaks in them of these matters.



There are some things in them that are hard to 
understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to 
their own destruction, as they do the other Scriptures. 
17 You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, take 
care that you are not carried away with the error of 
lawless people and lose your own stability. 18 But grow 
in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. To him be the glory both now and to the day of 
eternity. Amen.



(1) “Be Wise”—take note of the spirit and history of 
spiritual rebellion (2:10a); 



(1) “Be Wise”—take note of the spirit and history of 
spiritual rebellion (2:10a); 

(2) “Be Warned”—God’s judgment is certain (2:10b); 



(1) “Be Wise”—take note of the spirit and history of 
spiritual rebellion (2:10a); 

(2) “Be Warned”—God’s judgment is certain (2:10b); 

(3) “Serve The LORD”/“celebrate . . . with trembling”— 
the fear of the Lord is the proper spiritual posture (2:11); 



Romans 1:4-5 
And was declared to be the Son of God in power 
according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection 
from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5 through whom 
we have received grace and apostleship to bring about 
the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all 
the nations.



Romans 16:25-27 
Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to 
my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according 
to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for 
long ages 26 but has now been disclosed and through 
the prophetic writings has been made known to all 
nations, according to the command of the eternal God, 
to bring about the obedience of faith— 27 to the only 
wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! 
Amen.



(1) “Be Wise”—take note of the spirit and history of 
spiritual rebellion (2:10a); 

(2) “Be Warned”—God’s judgment is certain (2:10b); 

(3) “Serve The LORD”/“celebrate . . . with trembling”— 
the fear of the Lord is the proper spiritual posture (2:11); 

(4) “Kiss His Son”—fall down in humble submission to 
the sovereign God (2:12; cf. James 4:10). 
This is the gospel in miniature.




